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Department op Public Instruction, 

Superintendent's Office. 

To his Excellency f Thos. Swann, 

Oovernor of Maryland, 

Sir : 

In compliance with legislative enactment, I have the honor 
to present the First Annual Report of the State Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction, for the school year ending June 
30, 1866, together with all the documents which have been 
issued by authority of the State Board of Education, 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

L. Van Bokkblbn, 
State Svpt. Public Instruction* 
Baltimore^ Dec. 16, 1866. 

To the Governor of Maryland i 

The Act of Assembly providing a uniform system of Free 
Public Schools for the State of Maryland requires the State 
Superintendent to report annually to your Kxoejlency. 

1. The condition of the schools and colleges of the Sta.te, 
and of all ipstilutions under his supervision and subject to 

* his visitation. ■ 

2. Estimates and accounts of expenditures of School 
moneys, and a statement of the apportionment of money to 
the counties and the City of Baltimore. 

3. An abstract of all the reports received by him from thgj 
School Commissioners and the Presidents of Colleges. 

4. All such matters relating to his office, and all such plans 
and suggestions for the improvement of the Schobis Und the 

~ advancement of Public Instruction in the State as he may 
' deem expedient. ... 

6. A statement of his travels in making official visits dur- 
ing the yeiir. 
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6. A record of the contracts, receipts and disbursements 
Qonnected with the uniform series of Text Books authorized 
by the State Board of Education. 

7. Such information concerning private and denomination- 
al Schools, Academies and Colleges, as will enable the Gen- 
eral Assembly to estimate the extent and efficiency of all the 
facilities for education within the iState. 

8. The progress made in the establishment of the County 
Pigh Schools, with such suggestions as may improve the 
efficiency of the instruction ana increase the benefits which 
these schools are designed to confer. 

The information required will be found in tlie text, 
statistical tables, and other documents herewith presented. 
The design is to give the fullest practicable record of the 
work of the Department of Public Instruction, that not only 
the General Assembly, but every citizen who is interested in 
the moral and intellectual progress of the State, and concern- 
ed for the welfare of children, may judge of the efficiency of 
the existing system of Free Public Schools by the results at- 
tained under the zealous and laborious supervision of the 
School officers. 

Our Free School system is young, and has to contend against 
the difficulties incident upon organization. Like every un- 
tried scheme it must win its way to public confidence by its 
victories, and thus disarm prejudice and secure a place in the 
a(Tc ions of wise and liberal minded citizens so firm, that its 
bc'iiCiicent intentions may, by a cordial support, be fully 
icafized. 

It IB by results that the value of this, in common with 
every act of legislation, ought to be tested. To the results 
attained in the space of twelve months, and in the face of 
many obstacles, the rigid scrutiny of every friend of popular 
education is invited ; that if there be faults they may be cor- 
rected ; if there be virtues they may have full and free 
'opportunity for practical development. We wish the School 
system of Maryland to be put upon trial and judged accord- 
ing to evidence ; to have it impartially compared with the 
School systems of the sister States ; with those States sup- 
posed to enjoy greater opportunities than oui* own, and m 
which there has been for many consecutive years, steady, even 
increasing effort to perfect the Public School law. It is 
thought that the investigation and comparison will prove 
that the Free School system of our State, though young, is a 
young giant, and capable of overcoming while in. its cradle 
the difficulties with which other systeme have for many years 
been unsuccessfully contending. 

Identified as I am with the School Ljaw in its leading fea- 
tures ; believing it to be a good working law ; in all its sec- 
tions strictly and efficientlv practical^ needing very few 
amendments^ and these chiefly to correct ambiguities of Ian- 



guage which may occasion legal controversy, yet it will be to 
me, and all friends of popular education, a subject of heart- 
felt congratulation if a better plan can be devised by which 
greater good can be accomplished for the children who soon 
will be either the active citizens of the commonwealth or the 
mothers in our households, upon whose virtue and intelli- 
gence will depend the progress of the State and the position 
she will hold upon the roll of national wealth and honor. 

The labor, responsibility and anxiety connected with so 
important and extended a work as putting into operation 
plans foi: the moral and mental training of nearly one hun- 
dred thousand children have been great, but with the bless- 
ing of uninterrupted health, the guidance of the State Board 
of Slducation and the co-operation of the able and zealous 
presidents of the County School Boards and the District 
Commissioners, the work has been done. It now presents its 
record of diligent effort to give our children the very best 
opportunities for education, at the least practicable cost to the . 
property of the State. 

If in this report there is no direct discussion of the abstract 
question of popular education as the grandest work of an 
American State — it is because that question is considered to 
be settled. Our policy being fixed, there need be no debate 
except upon modes of administration. We have endorsed 
the sentiment of Washington ^* in proportion as the structure- 
of government gives force to public opinion, it is essential that 
public opinion should be enlightened." We believe the edu- 
cation of the people to be the only permanent basis of nation- 
al prosperity and national safety. We recognize, in its most 
liberal construction, the principle that every child has a right 
to education — that the property of the State is morally as 
well as legally pledged to secure that moral and mental 
training which will make citizens virtuous, intelligent, in- 
dustrious. We advocate free education, not as a charity, but 
as a part of the freedom of the State, to which every child has 
the same claim as it has to life, and the means necessary to 
sustain it. 

But supposing these higher [principles not to be recog- 
nised, granting that no such natural right exists, antecedent 
to and controlling all acts of assembly, we can urge the very 
lowest grade of utilitarian logic, and prove that property 
has an interest in universal education. It will make dollar^ 
weigh heaviertand shillings move more nimbly. There is no 
farm, no bank, no mill, no shop, unless it be a grogshop, 
which is not more valuable and more profitable because of 
the school house. Homes are more pleasant, if located 
among a well educated, than if surrounded by an ignorant 
population. Thus, weighed in the balance of selfish interest, 
it becomes a duty which property owes to itself to provide 
education for all. Adding the arguments of the utilitarian to 
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tte demands of duty, the School door is opened to every child, 
and our only labor now is to make the Schools equal to the 
need of the rising generation and the expectations of those 
who establish and sustain them. 

In the report transmitted by your Excellency to the Special 
Session of the General Assembly, Jan'y 9th, 1866, the work 
of the State Board of Education was fully related up to De- 
cember 31 3, 1865. I refer to that report for some facts requir- 
ed to give the full history of educational labors, and also, as 
eiJnbodying the views of a large number of intelligent citizens 
and earnest School men, relating to the intellectual progress 
of our State under the old local laws establishing Public 
Schools. 

Statistical Summabt. 

From the Statistical Tables of the several counties, the fol- 
Irf^ing summary of the work of the Schools, during their first 
year, is prepared. The statistics of Baltimore City Public 
Schools, are not included in the summary for reasons stated 
below. 

To secure accuracy in these Statistics, and make them 
valuable as a basis for calculating the amounts needed for 
the support of the Schools, the records of School work are 
k^pt uniformly in each School house by the teacher, in each 
District by the School Commissioner, in each County by the 
Secretary of the School Board, and at the close of the year, 
transmitted to the State Superintendent by the President of 
each County Board upon forms rrecisely the same for all. 

A School Register is proviued for each School house, in 
Which are recorde.l the names of the pupils, the time of at- 
tendance and the branches studied. From this Register, the 
tt^acher prepares, according to a prescribed form, a Term 
Report, which is handed to the Commissioner. From these 
the Commissioner makes a District report, also after a pre- 
scribed form, and tlie District reports combined are recorded 
by the Secretary at the end of each term or quarter in a Record 
Book, which is of the same form in every County. This is 
a stoutly bound volume large enough to contain the District 
and County reports for several years, thus securing a per- 
manent record by which to judge of the progress of School 
work. 

From this record the annual County Report is prepared by 
each President, also according to a prescribed form, which 
being the same in each County, enables the Superintendent 
to present as nearly as practicable an accurate Summary of 
l^hool work, as exhibited in condensed form below, and in 
detail in the tables printed at the end of this report. 

These School Registers, and forms for quarterly and annual 
reports not having been used in the Baltimore City Schools 
and their Scholastic year ending with the secular year, are 



the reasons why the City Statistics are not incorporated with, , 
the general averages. 

There are in the 21 Counties 1400 School districts. In 
these Districts there are 1219 School houses, of which there 
are 324 built of Logs, 681 of Frame and weather-boarded, 
121 of Brick, 93 of Stone. Schools have been open an aver- 
age nine 1-10 months. For ten months in Ann Arundel, 
Baltimore, Calvert, Caroline, Dorchester, Frederick, How- 
ard, Kent, Prince George, Queen Anne, Somerset, St. Mary's, 
Talbot and Worcester; for nine months in Cecil, for seveii 
and a half months in Charles, Harford, Montgomery, Wash- 
ington, and for six mouths in Allegany and Carroll. 

iTumber of different persons employed as teachers, 1533, of 
which 926 were men, 607 were women. 

The average number of children attending school, 43,760, 
of which 24,839 were boys, 18,911 girls. 

The total number of different children taught, 64,793^ of 
which .36,831 were boys, 27,962 girls. 

The number^ studying each branch, as^ reported, was as , 
follows : 

Spelling 40,390 

Reading 35,010 

Writing 28,729 

Arithmetic 25,310 

Geography 15,209 

English Grammar 9,583 

History 5,563 

Book Keeping 377 

Algebra 370 

Natural Philosophy 949 

Botany 47 

Rhetoric and Composition 113 

Vocal Music 30 

Geometry 8 

Latin..... 24 

Greek ; 4 

The whole white population of these counties, of school- 
going age, being estimated at 95,000, it appears that two 
thirds of all the children depend upon the daily Public School 
for Education. 

In view of this fact who can over estimate the importanc^^^, 
of making efficient, for all its beneficent purposes, the system 
upon which depend interests dear to the hearts of parent^,^ 
and of vital importance to the prosperity of the State. 

School Housbs. 

During the year new School houses built It 

*' '* old houses repaired 206. 

'' '^ houses furnished with desks ^. 
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TKe whole number of School houses is 1219 

There are in good condition 323 

tc cc cc ordinary condition 438 

^^ '* *^ bad and unsuitable condition 458 

'^ ^' houses well furnished 187 

'' '' " badly furnished 1032 

" *' ^^ provided with maps 104 

The titles as reported are vested : 

In the Boards of School Commissioners 479 

In Local and other Trustees 328 

In private persons i.,... 289 

The estimated value of School houses, lots and furniture is 

$284,690 06. 

There are still needed to give each district a School House 
153 new buildings, but in order to provide a good School 
bouse for those districts which use the old log buildings 
erected 25 to 50 years ago, it is estimated that at least 700 
School houses must be built, for which provision ought to 
be made by legislative enactment. 

Cost op the Schools. 

Total amount paid for teachers' salaries $356,680 50 

'' '' '^ ^' incidental expenses 29,737 09 

" '' '' '^ rent of School houses 2,589 32 

'' cost of 1359 Schools 389,006 91 

Average cost of each School organized ,.,,.... 286 24 

'' '' '' '' '' for 9.1 months 356 56 

Average Salary of each teacher employed 232 66 

n cc cc cc cc cc g 2 

months... 310 16 

Average cost of each different pupil 6 00 

Cost of each average pupil for 9.1 months 8 89 

Cost of School Houses. 

The amount expended during the year by School Boards 
for building, repairing and furnishing School houses is 

$20,078 41 

There have been large private subscriptions also for these 
purposes. 

Summary of School Keventes, Tear Ending June 30th, '66. 

Proceeds of State 15 cent tax for 1865 $256,930 78 

State Free School fund 95,762 56 

State donations for public Schools 16,500 00 

Interest on permanent funds 20,253 54 

Local tax in Counties 80,270 43 

Teachers* Certificates 958 06 
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Fines and forfeits ..• 674 22 

Arrears of Local School Tax and other money 

due School fund 32,780 19 

Other Sources..... 10,025 16 

Total receipts $514,154 94 

Summary op Disbursements for Tear Ending June 30th, 1866. 

Teachers' Salaries... *$355,918 43 

Incidental Expenses, Fuel, Stoves, &c 29,731 79 

Rent of School Houses and Lots 2,589 32 

Building School Houses i 

Repairing '' '' \ 20,078 41 

Furnishing <« ^« j 

High Schools or Academies 1,728 34 

Treasurers' Salaries 8,302 17 

Office Expenses, Account Books 5,238 16 

By Laws, Blanks, Printing, Advertising and 

Legal Fees 1,939 07 

Salaries of Presidents and Commiss. in Allegany, 

Anne Arundel, Calvert and Queen Anne Cos. t5>130 00 

All other purposes.. 3,410 02 

Debts of Local School Boards paid 43,359 92 

Total Disbursements $477,425 63 

Summary of the Statistics of the Public Schools of thb 

City op Baltimore. 

Whole number of Schools 88 

High School for Boys...... 1 - 

High Schools for Girls 2 

Grammar Schools for Boys 13 

/' '• '' Girls 16 

Primary Schools for Boys 20 

'' '' '' Girls 32 

Evening Schools 4 

Whole number of teachers , 411 

of which 36 are men, 375 women. 
Total number of different pupils enrolled... 29,078 

of which 13,107 are boys, 15,971 girls. 

Average number of pupils enrolled 18,307 

Average attendance per term 14,461 

The Schools were open ten months. 

Number of School houses 38 

Estimated value of School property 492,644 

* There is a small balance on teachers salaries due, but not paid at the close of the 
year. 

t Of this amount $3, 050 have been paid by the County Comimaaioiv.^Y^^ «cA >3Bfc 
balance, $2,080 will be paid as provided for by low . 
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Finances. 

Amount paid for teachers' salaries $205,069 26 

Text Books, Bent, Ground Rent, Repairs, Fuel 

and Incidentals., 88,832 78 

Total-cost of Schools 293,902 04 

Average cost of each School 3,342 06 

Average annual Salary of each teacher including 

High Schools 498 95 

Odst for ten months of each different pupil en- 
rolled 10 10 

Cost for ten months of each average pupil 16 11 

From this Summary, taken together with the State and 
County tables, a complete and accurate knowledge can be 
obtained not only of the extent, but of the detail of School 
work for each term, and for the whole year, in each Com- 
missioner District and through the entire State. The figures 
ought to be studied closely by those who have to legislate for 
Schools, that they may comprehend the magnitude of the in- 
terests to be guarded and the resources needed. 

Here the subject might be left, for no words can give em- 
phksis to these figures or prove more conclusively than they 
whkt has been accomplished and what remains to be done. 

Two facts must be apparent to every person who studies 
these statistics, 1st, that large results have been secured by 
▼erv small means, the cost of instruction for each different 
child including all incidental expenses for fuel, repairs to 
furniture and slight repairs to houses, being only six dollars 
for the 9 1-10 school months or 66 cts. per month ; 2d, that 
the salaries of teachers are not sufficient for their laborious 
work, nor liberal enough to secure that high order of teaching 
talent which is desirable and must be had, if the schools are 
to be made equal to the wishes of all ^classes of citizens. 
Though the administration of the schools has been economi- 
cal, it is not commended solely on that account, for cheap 
schools are often the dearest; neither ought we to claim credit 
for the self-denying labor of the teachers, nor because money 
has been sftved by depriving the schools of teaching facilities 
and apparatus, such as Blackboards, Maps and Charts for 
Object Lessons, and a few valuable books of reference for the 
teacher's desk. 

The estimated revenue for the current school year will not 
be less than that of the last. Schools will therefore be open 
the same average period and teachers receive no addition to 
their salaries. 

What the resources of next year will be, the General As- 
senbly will determine. On this subject certain suggestions 
are made, based upon estimates of the whole wants of the 
GKhoolS; including expenses of every kind^ e;ccept building 
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new school houses. For the continuance of t1\^^ocal Tax 
in those Counties which ask for it, provision win, it is hoped, 
be made by a Public General Law such as the Constitution 
authorizes. Without this local tax the Schools can be kept 
open in all the populous ouiities for six months only. This 
subject will be discussed under its proper caption. 

Attention is directed to the followincr tables. Table I 
shows the comparative cost of iSchools in Maryland and eleven 
other States. It appears that our Schools have been kept 
open longer than those of any other State, and at a cost lets 
than the average. 

Table II exhibits the revenue of each County for School pur- 
poses received from the State Treasury ; tbe number of 
children enrolled, and the amount of School money for eaoli. 
From this it appears that the per corpfto in many of the 
Counties is so small that a local tax is not only desirable, but 
essential. 

Table III exhibits the amounts of School money paid bj 
each County into the State Treasury, and the amounts appor- 
tioned according to the population between' 5 and 20 years, 
also what the apportionment would be were the money diyi- 
ded according to the white population only J 

I. 

CO]£PARATrVB TaBLS, 

Showing the average monthly salaries paid teachers ot^. 
Public Schools in twelve diflferent States, the number of 
months the Schools were open, and the cost per month of 
each registered pupil. 

Stati. Salary of Toaehen Namb^r of monHu Gdft of each rcflateiti 

per month SchooU were open. papil per montlb 

Maryland. 34.06 9.1 0.66 

Maine, 22.88 5.7 1.43 

Massachusetts.. 33.07 7.6 1.03 

Vermont 20.32 6. .72 

Connecticut 22.50 7.5 .62 

Pennsylvania.. 22.05 5.6 .68 

Ohio 23.10 6.3 .64 

Michigan 25.16 6.2 .67 

Indiana 34.90 4.3 .54 

Illinois 24.74 6.5 .60 

Wisconsin 22.09 5.5 .69 

Iowa 21.36 4. .90 

Average 25.52 6.2 .76J. 

From this table it appears that Schools were kept open 
longer in Maryland than in any other State, and thj cost of 
each enrolled pupil was less per month than the average, 
while the salaries of teachers were \v\g\iet • 
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I now pass to several special topics, all of them important 
and some concerning which information is needed to correct 
ttiisapprehension. The appendix contains the by-laws issued 
by the State Board, Circulars issued by the State Superin- 
tendent, and an abstract of the proceedings of the Associa- 
tipn of School Commissioners. 
• The subjects discussed are 

1. School supervision. 

2. Plans for the improvement of teachers. 

■ 3. Text Books, School Libraries and School Journal. 

4. School Houses. 
.. 5. Irregular attendance at School. 

6. Academies, Hi^h Schools and Colleges. 

7. The Maryland Institute Schools. 
*t 8. Graded Schools. 

9, Travels of the Superintendent. 

10. Private Schools and Academies. 

11. > Comparative cost of the Schools and the Courts, &c. 

12. Amendments to the School Law. 

13. School Revenues. 
, ,14. Miscellaneous. 

School Supbrvisiox. 

To have good Schools there must be an active, intelligent 
and continued supervision. Without this the best theories 
will fail to produce beneficent results. Young teachers left 
to themselves will become discouraged, older teachers will 
be negligent, and settle down into apathetic routine work. 
School houses will be neglected and cheerless, children dis- 
pantented and listless. There must be a supervising eye, a 
guiding mind, an active, energizing intelligence. Having 
ftndied the history of the progress of education in all the 
States by reading the reports transmitted to the Legislatures 
for a series of years, I find no note of progress until tlie sys- 
tem of County Superintendence by practical school mem was 
adopted. This at once infused vitality, and when compensa- 
tion was given to reliable, earnest men to devote their time 
to the work, from that date the Public Schools began to ad- 
vance and meet the wants of the citizens. Schools literally 
groped in the dark — withered into^ worthlessness — became 
ttie reproach instead of the honor of the district when organ- 
ised on independent bases and conducted without supervision. 

A New Jersey report, 1864, lamenting the impotency of the 
School system, asks — '* What can the State do to improve its 
condition ?" The reply is, ** Experience has taught us that 
this can be effected only by active Superintendents, who will 
devote their time to the supervision of the Schools^ thus se- 
ouring uniformity and efficiency. 

A New York report, 1860, mjb: *'The experienced of 
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Another year, and a wider range of obserration prove the yaliie 
of the system of School supervision." 

Pennsylvania, 1864. — ** This energizing agency is becom- 
ing more and more efficient, and the labours and influence of 
the Superintendents more and more appreciated." 

1865. — ^* The wisdom of the plan of supervision is abvn* 
dan tly indicated by results. Teachers are better educated, 
Schools better taught and the public mind better informed 
on the subject of education, and the whole common School 
system made almost universally popular." 

1866. — **County Superintendents were first elected in thii 
State in 1854, and it is not claiming too much for the office 
to say that it has vitalized the whole system. 

To it, more than to any other agency, or to all other 
agencies combined, we owe our educational progress during 
the last twelve years." 

Pennsylvania pays for salaries of County Superintendents 
over |60.000 annually, the average School year being less than 
6 months, and thinks the money wisely appropriated. 

I find the same testimony everywhere. Even young Kan* 
sas speaks : **The County Superintendent is the most impor- 
tant office in our School System." Guided by the experience 
of those who preceded Maryland in the work of 3tate Educa- 
tion an active and most efficient system of supervision has 
been provided, and from the ability and zeal of the gentlemen 
whom it has been the good fortune of the State Board of Ed- 
ucation to select, our complete success is only a question of 
time, if means be provided adequate to the work of building 
and furnishing school houses and paying the salaries of our 
1500 teachers. 

The detail of the system of supervision is this. Each 
County has been divided into School districts, averaging an 
area of 6 square miles. There are in all the Counties 1,400 
Distrkts, the largest number 124 being in Washington 
County ; the smallest, 21, in Calvert County. In each district 
a School House site has been or will be selected near the cen- 
tre of population convenient of access by the County roads. 
Where no physical obstacles intervene such as streams, 
swamps,"; mountains, the school house is within easy walk, 
and not over 2^ miles from the most distant child. 

For each School a visitor is selected from among the patrons 
who aots as the friend and adviser of the teacher and assists 
in procuring the articles needed for the comfort of the chil- 
dren. This visitor is also expected to aid by his influence 
te maintain discipline and secure parental co-operation. 

Several School Districts united, (not more than 15 at 
present in any County,) constitute a Commissioner District, 
over which is a School Commissioner, who selects a teaoher 
for each School from among the persons, who by examination 
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have been found qualified, aids in the distribution of text 
books^ visits the Schools, and attends to the repair and pro- 
tection of School property. The Commissioner receives the 
term report of each teacher in his District, compares it with 
the School Register, adjusts and pays the salary with funds 
procured from the Treasurer. The Commissioners form a 
Board of Education for the County, and meet quarterly to 
audit teachers' accounts and provide means for their payipent. 
At these meetings, all School business of general interest is 
discussed, and plans are adopted to advance in every practi- 
cable way, the interests of the Schools. This Board also 
hears and decides questions at issue between patrons and 
teachers, or between teachers and individual Commissioners. 

The President of the School Board performs all the duties 
of a County Superintendent. Ue visits each School once a 
term and examines the children. He holds stated examina- 
tions of teachers and issues certificates to those who are qual- 
fied. He has the oversight of all School work, and as the 
By-Laws provide is the active head of the system within the 
limits of the County. He is the connecting link between the 
State Board of Education and the Schools. From the State 
Superintendent^ through the President of each County School 
Board, the decisions and plans of the State Board reach every 
Commibsioner, every teacher, and every School in the State, 
securing uniformity, while leaving considerable discretion to 
each local officer by which to adapt general principles to the 
peculiar wants of his District. 

The Schools of Maryland, thus have a three-fold supervision. 
. Ist. By the President whose authority extends over all the 
Schools of the County. 2nd. By the District Commissioner, 
who takes care of the Schools within his District. 3d. By 
the visitor wlio is interested in the particular School commit- 
ted to his oversight. We may add to this the State Super- 
intendent, who visits annually each County, for coaference 
with the Board of School Commissioners and inspects all 
the Schools within his reach. 

School Commissioners are County officers, paid for their 
nor vices us other County officers are. We thus have twoBoards 
of Couuty Commissioners, the one taking care of material in- 
terests, supervising Courts, Jails, Alms Houses, Roads, 
Bridges, &c., the other guarding the State's best treasure, the 
hearts and minds of her diildren, supervising Schools and 
thoir teachers. 

TiiH COST OF SUPERVISING THB SCHOOLS has been the subject of 
fro(|uent remark, and exaggerated ideas prevail which require 
some ex}>lauation. The annexed table shows the salary paid 
to each l^resident, making in 21 Counties, an aggregate of 
$20,000. This not only yields a direct return, but indirectly 
laves ton times the amount by increasing the efficiency of 
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the Schools. Without supervision, as every practical man 
knowS; a large portion of the School revenue is spent with- 
out any benefit to the children or the St^ite. Such was em- 
phatically the case under the old systems. There was no re- 
sponsible head, no person who bad time or inclination to ex- 
amine the children, or ascertain whether teachers properly 
discharged their duties. • Their was no uniformity in methods 
of teaching, little regularity, for systematic discipline. It 
is in School as in any other branch of industry. The su- 
pervising eye is needed, needed as much where children 
are taught, as on the Farm, or in the Factory, where labor- 
ers and artisans work. 

As th€ State has ordinarily, no right to any man's time, 
without proper compensation, and as few men can give their 
time without remuneration, it is not only sound policy, but 
duty to pay for public services rendered. To each Commis- 
sioner, a per diem of $3, is allowed, the whole amount iii any 
year not to exceed $100, a sum scarcely sufficient for actual 
expenses^ certainly a amall return for the time taken from 
regular daily work. 

Out of the salaries of the Presidents, personal and travel- 
ling expenses when on visitation throiigh the County are 
paid. These deducted from the gross receipts, leave a bal- 
ance little more than the per diem of a Commissioner, fp^^ 
which are performed all the duties of County Superintend- 
ent, Examiner of teachers and pupils, purchaser and distri- 
buter of Text books and Auditor of accounts. The Presideritai 
in the larger Counties devote their whole time to the work,* 
and by frequent visits for examining pupils and inspecting 
School houses, and addresses to parents and children, accom- 
plish good, not to be estimated by dollars and cents. But 
such argument is not needed. To object because the State pays 
for work done for the public, is unreasonable. Every man, 
should be fairly paid for public services, and held to a strict 
accountability. School officers like other men, need food 
and clothing for themselves and families. Their time is 
their money. They now labor for the children, at a loss to 
themselves. Some of these gentlemen have been working 
nearly 18 months, without receiving one dollar of their sal- 
ary. 

Such ought not to be the fact anywhere. 

Salaries of Presidents. 

County. Name. Amouat. 

AUegany. J. M. Shobef. $1200 

Anne Arundel, F. R. Anspach, D. D. 850 •' 

Baltimore Co. R. C. McQinn. 1200 

^Baltimore City. '3. N. McJilton, D. D. 2000 

I « ■■ ■ — — — -—>• 

*Saperinteiident of Public Schools. 
2 
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County. Name. AmcKuit. 



Cdvert Co, 


J. B. QuinaD, M. D. 


700 


Oaroline. 


M. A. Booth, M. D. 


800 


GarroU. 


J. H. Christ. 


950 


OeciL 


R A. Ellis. 


950 


Charles. 


W. B. Wilmer, M. D. 


900 


Dorchester. 


E. F. Thompson. 


1000 


Frederick. 


L. H. Steiner, M. D. 


1200 


Harford. 


T. C. S. Smith. 


950 


Howard. 


8. K. Dashiell. 


700 


Kent. 


H. Meeks. 


800 


Montgomery. 


W. H. Farquhar. 


950 


Priwie George. 


J. H. Bayne, M. D. 


950 


Queen Anne. 


J. W. Thompson. 


960 


St.Manry's. 


J. H. Bunting, D.D. 


800 


Somerset. 


H. A. White. 


105& 


ToOhA. 


8. A. Harrison, M. D. 


960 


Washington. 


T. 8. Boullt. 


1200 


Worcester. 


8. K. 8tewart. 


1060 


Plans for 


THE ImPBOYBMENT OF TeACUE] 


ss. 



Until the State Normal School provides for each Conntjr 
iotne-teachers thoroughly prepared for their work, expedients 
innst he adopted to improve teachers, now engaged in the 
•chools, who nave not had the benefit of thorough professional 
training. 

' These are Examinations by the County President, Teach- 
ers' Institutes and Teachers' Associations. 

The want of qualified teachers is felt in all parts of the 
State ; teachers competent to instruct, and by temperament 
and moral habits fit to have the care of young children, and 
able to secure the confidence and respect of older pupils. 

Letters frequently received at the office of Public Instruc- 
tion, asking for competent teachers, give evidence that the 
people are awakening to the importance of scrutinizing the 
work of the school room and the character of those who dis- 
charge the most sacred and responsible duty which can de- 
volve upon any citizen. The difficulty in supplying the 
demand is great. The existence of the demand suggests the 
consideration of plans by which it may be met. Upon the 
cflSlciency of these will depend to a great extent the success 
of the effort to make the Schools acceptable to parents and 
beneficial to the children. 

The Agency most likely to produce immediate and proti 
llftble results is the careful examination of teachers. This i^ 
required by the law and has proved its value not only by 
purging the Schools of ignorant pedagogues, but by develop- 
ing true teaching talent and placing competent instructors in 
M large portion of the Schools. 
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The character and ability of some old time teachers are 
well known. They were qualified to read, to write and to 
whip. Like the old field School houses they were good (or 
nothing. They degraded the ptiblic schools and discouraged 
tke children. Such cannot stand the test of the present law, 
and it is hoped will soon disappear from places for which 
they have no qualifications, natural or acquired. 

To render these examinations practical and coraprolieasive, 
they are conducted by the ohief school officer in each County, 
the man who knows the wants of the schools and ia respeu- 
flihle for their condition. If candidates can give evidence of 
good moral character and correct knowledge of the braoohos 
to be taught, they receive the certificate, which admits them 
fo the school room. If not, they are rejected, because unless 
there be intelligent teachers there can never be good schools ; 
there can be no vitality, no real growth. Some persons have 
objected to this reasonable mode of testing fitness to teaoh ; 
but the answer is ^' There is no other door by which the 
0chool room can be entered." He who seeks to enter in by 
any other way is, as coacorns the welfare of the children and 
the Public money appropriated for their benefit, ^' a thief and 
a robber." When the State assumes the responsibility of 
educating the young, she assumes the duty of providing 
competent agents for this important work and heuce not only 
applies a rigid scrutiny, but should grant every practicable 
encouragement and facility to the teacher for securing the 
requisite qualifications. This has been done and now the 
examiners stand as sentries at the school house door and see 
that none enter but those who are competent to be teadicrs 
and guides of the young. 

One result of this system of examination has been to cause 
teachers to review their studies and enter upon systems of 
«elf-discipline. To aid them in this laudable efibrt, the law 
has provided 

TRACOfia.s* Institutes. 

These Institutes are temporary Normal Schools in which the 
teachersof the County assemble to receive instruction from com- 
petent Professors in the art of teaching and governing thoir 
Schools. They are convened once in each year and extend, 
in a limited degree, to those actively engaged in the School 
room the benefits of a professional training similar to that of 
the State* Ndrnial School, Wherever Instilutes have been 
held during the year tea<;hcrs have passed enthusiastic reso- 
lutions indorsing their value. In many of the States liberal 
fq>ecial appropriations are made to sustain and the very beet 
teaching talent and the most eminent Professors employed to 
<iV)nduct Institutes. The policy is good, for whatever im- 
ptoves jtlie teacher improves the SchocJ. A.Sc\voo\^^^\RiXtv.xs^%.l 
iW? *theidreti€Ally perfect^ hut it w\\\ faW mVJ^rA\\. \>v^ '^ v%5&.~ 
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mwake active teacher, and thereFore Maryland has incorpora- 
ted in her School Law this essential feature which has worked 
m well wherever fairly tried under liberal auspices. For fur« 
dier information on this subject I refer to the report of the 
Principal of the State Normal School. 

Teachers' Associations. 

« 

This is another agency for the improvement of teachers 

Aroagh which they seek to benefit one another by conference 

«nd the discussioti of School questions chiefly relating to ia- 

strnction and government, drapers are read on professional 

sal^ects and illustrations given of modes of teaching. The 

sessions sometimes take the form of an experience meeting 

nod each member gives a narrative of his School work and 

School diflSculties, through which many valuable suggestions 

mre made and much practical information imparted. These 

Awiociations are being formed in all the Counties, following 

tihc example of Baltimore City and those Counties, in which 

tbey have existed for several years. Educated men and w6- 

laiien and teachers of private Schools frequently attend 4xnd 

tXMitribnte their quota to the general fund of professional 

"kiiowledge. 

It is hoped that intelligent citizens of all professions and 
Bpecialiy those who teach from the pulpit will aid and en- 
^arage these Associations for mental culture and thus con- 
ttibnte a little towards elevating the profession of the teacher 
and giving him that position, to which, by his important 
labors, he is eminently entitled. 

Tho tendency of these re-unions is to create an esprit du 
ioarpSj to stimulate teachers to greater efforts for self-culture, 
and to encourage them by practical evidence that the/ arc 
not alone, but have the sympathy of many co-laborers in the 
■same field, all working together to elevate the standard of 
ipqpular intelligence and the capacity for virtuous living. 

Out oF the County orjicanizations has grown the State 
Tbacubrs' Association. This is composed of all the teachers 
cagaged in the Public Schools of Maryland. The initiatory 
vieeting of this association was held in Baltimore, Decemb^ 
28, 1866, under the auspices of a committee of the Professors 
of the City High Schools and Principals of the Grammar 
Sebools, thus furnishing most gratifying evidence of the ex- 
istence of a kind and fraternal feeling. The first regular 
aieeting convened July 10, 1866, in the commodious Hall of 
tbe Western Female Hi^h School of Baltimore City. There 
was a large attendance from the City and Counties. A con- 
atitation and by-laws were adopted, permanent officers were 
ideeted, and all arrangements made tor active work.^ I c<m- 
^ier this State association as an important agency in eleva- 
lipg tiie teachers' profession, and giving a practical dirQcti(^n 
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to School work,' and in tho discharge of my duties as Supers 
intendent will always give most careful attention to any bo^' 
gefltions emanating from a body, so strictly representative, a$^ 
to the wants of the Schools in their daily work. To snch sirgf- 
gcstions heed ought to be given, and from such sources advke 
onght to be sought to bring School legislation out of the n- 

Sion of theory into that of substantive fact. As far as prue- 
cable I have attended the meetings of County and otattt 
associations, availing myself of the opportunity to expoanA 
the School Law, and to discuss the duties and reepoiisA- 
bilities of teachers, the proper methods of teaching, and tfe 
correct system of discipline by which children may be mad^ 
ta love school and devote themselves cheerfully to tfaeJr 
books. 

Thb State NoiikAL School. 

This Institution has been in operation since January. 16ik^ 
1866. For a detailed exhibit of its work I refer to the inte^ 
eating report of the able educator who presides over this iM*- 
portant School, which is the heart of our system, of public 
inrtroction, for from it are to come the energy and intelligem^ 
which, circulating through the school houses of the wholft 
State, will infuse vitality into the work. 

The law of 1865 anticipated that tho Mayor and Oitjr 
Cowtcil of Baltimore would provide suitable buildings for 
the different departments of the School, and thus secure ita 
permanent location in that City. Thus far nothing has been 
aope ; but from the interest manifested in the subject it i» 
probable that the City will unite with the Stats authorities 
in.carrying out the design of the law. The. School now 1»~ 
Bers under serious disadvantages from lack of proper aooonoK 
modationa, both for the normal department and the schoplft 'of 
practice. 

By order of the State Board of Education, a large hall has 
been rented at $1,000 per annum. This rent is to bechargedl 
among the incidental expenses of the School, but no specific 
appropriation having been-made for this purpose, legislation 
is needed to enable the State Board of Education to compljT 
with its contract. 

The annual appropriation for the faculty is sufficient for 
the present wants of the School. A special appropriation of 
from 2 to 3000 dollars is needed for the iramediato purchase 
of modern educational apparatus. The teachers of the child^ 
ren of the State ought to enter upon their work thoroughly 
prepared, familiar with the best modes of teaching, and prac- 
tically acquainted with all the facilities for illustrating ele- 
mentary branches of study, awakening the perceptive. facul- 
ties of young pupils, and rendering attractive the work of thi? 
stihool room. 

I cannot urge too strongly the impoitauiCiQi o^ '!<^'?X:WLti^>Vl 
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wiae aud liberal legislation, this State Normal School. It« 
iiiiportance is paramouot. At each saccessive yisit to the 
Broool, whether alone or in company with State officiaUfj 
Bebool Commissioners, or strangers from other States, my 
ocixiiriotion has been strengthened that the work done is reaL 
There is no sham abont it. Everything is practical, and 
based upon true philosophical principles of culture, moral, 
mental and physical. The School is even now an honor to 
Maryland. While I would encourage all agencies for higher 
education, such as County High Schools and State Colleges, 
yei I know that to make these prosper wo must have a thor- 
ough system of Primary and Grammar Schools. These can- 
not be sustained unless we provide qualified teacher^ from 
the residents of each County ; home teachers, who will re- 
main at their posts. To secure these we have no permanent 
agency but the the State Normal School. By sustaining it a 
foundation will be laid deep and broad upon which a High 
Sehool and College system will stand firmly and develop 
prosperously. 

The practical working of the School, and what it needs to 
aooomplish its noble mission are so fully set forth in the Be* 
port of Prof. Newell that further remark in this connectiom 
IS unnecessary. 

BaUimorty December 31, 1866. 
Rbv. Dr. Van Bokkklin, 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit to you the First Annual Bb- 
POUT of the Maryland State Normal School. 

The school was opened on the 15th of January, in the 
building known as the Bed Men's Hall, and continued in ses- 
sion till the 8th of June. At the opening, 11 students were 
present, all but one being from the City of Baltimore. At the 
close, 48 jiames were on the roll, of whom one-third came 
from the counties. 

At the Commenoement, whicJi was held on the 8th of June 
m the New Assembly Booms, in the presence of a large and 
highly respectable audience, 16 students graduated, 4 as 
TmdierB of Grammar Schools, and 12 as Teachers of Prima- 
ry Schools. In the unavoidable absence of the Governor, the 
diplomas were presented by the State Superintendent ; and 
interesting and encouraging addresses were delivered %■ 
John H. B. Latrobe, Esq., and Hon. John M. Frazier, of 
tho State L( ard of Education. 

TuE Fall Session commenced on the 15th of Sept^paber, 
as required by law, with 48 students in attendence : of whom 
16 had been at school the previous session. The number in- 
creased weik by week till the close of the session, Dec. 20t)i, 
wli«*i there were 71 on the roll, and 65 in actual attendance. 
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Accommodations. 

The Building at present occupied by the school is the beat 
and indeed almost the only one at all suitable, that couUbe 
obtained. The accommodations consist of a large H|^U 28x70 
feet, and two small ante-rooms, one of which has no direct 
light. One of these ante-rooms is used as a cloak rooi^ for 
the ladies ; the other, besides doing duty as a hat-rooql for 
the gentlemen, and a store-room for Calisthenic appar^jtus, 
is pressed into service as a recitation room. .' 

As long as the number of students did not exceed 50, these 
apartments were quite sufficient ; but for the present i|um- 
ber, and especially with the prospect of a large increase, 
they are entirely inadequate. Judging from applica|ion8 
already on file, it is probable that the school will reopfn in 
January with 80 students, and it is not unlikely tha^ the 
number will run up to 100 before the end of the seaiion. 
Sach a number can be very comfortably seated in our Hallj but 
they cannot be taught as efficiently as if we had acce$|i to 
three or four quiet and well arranged class-rooms. * 

Accommodations Needed. 

It would be useless to say what the school needs now ; for, 
judging from the past, we have a right to presume that eilrery 
session will make larger demands, until the limit 6o]|tem- 

Elated by the Law is reached ; and this limit will proljpibly 
e attained in less than two years. It will be better ti say 
at once, what is needed for such a school as the law des^ns. 
The Normal school proper will require a study-room ,with 
234 desks ; a Lecture-room capable of seating 500 pemons, 
^the students of the normal school and the scholars of the 
model schools ;) an exercise hall ; 8 class rooms ; au appat atuA 
Boom ; a Library ; and an Office. The " Model and Exper- 
imental Schools'' will require 2 Study-rooms and 10 Class- 
rooms. 

Boarding. 

It has been one of my duties to procure suitable Boaraing- 
houses for students who do not reside in the city, and have 
no relatives there. This has not always been an easy tesk ; 
but, up to this time, places have been found for all applicntnts, 
At prices varying from $3 to $5 a week. This arrangement 
is not as satisfactory as could be desired. Few boardiAg- 
houses can make adequate provision for students <when 
engaged in their studies. In some instances, the com- 
mon sitting room, where they are liable to interruption fit all 
hours, is the only study-room they have. Being, many of 
them, strangers in a strange city, they need especially at 
their first arrival, much sympathy, encouragement, and ad- 
vice ; but, scattered as they are in various and distanj^ sec- 
tions of the city, it is impossible for their teachers to* visit 
them often. It is hard under these circumstances to make 
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them feel at home ; and some precious time is lost while they 
are becoming reconciled to the discomforts of their new situ- 
ation. A boarding-house under the control of the normal 
school for the accommodation of students from the counties, 
(such of them at least as have no relatives in the city) is a 
matter of great importance, if not of absolute necessity. 
When a permanent building is erected, no doubt suitable pro- 
vision will be made ; but in the meantime, a house might be 
rented, cheaply furnished, and placed in charge of an experi- 
enced matron, where the students could form one family, and 
have proper facilities for reading and study. Boarding should 
be furnislied at cost not exceeding $3.50 a week, and the es- 
tablishment made self-supporting; the rent only being paid by 
the State. 

Qualifications of Students. 

Of the 98 students who have entered, a few (most of them 
graduates of the Baltimore High schools) were well prepared 
for the studies proper to a Normal School ; the majority, 
however, stood in need of elementary instruction. To have 
closed the doors against such would have served only to per- 
jtuata the evil which this School is designed to remedy. — 
\me had left the Schools where they had been employed as 
Teachers for the purpose of availing themselves of the ad- 
vantages of the Normal School, and if they had fftiled to 
obtain the needed instruction here, there was no place with- 
in their reach where they could procure it, except the Dis- 
trict School, i^hich had already donp its best for them. The 
best policy seemed to be, to admit all applicants with the 
proper credentials, who might in the judgment of charity be 
expected to graduate in two years ; and to raise the qualifi- 
cations for admission gradually, as the District Schools them- 
selves improve under the new influences to which they are 
exposed. It is gratifying to be able to state that experience 
has justified the course which policy and necessity dictated. 
Some of the students who were most backward at first, already 
give promise of becoming excellent teachers. It is hoped, 
however, that the other educational agencies in the S.tate 
will, do their work so thoroughly that the Normal School will 
soon be able to confine itself to the sphere contemplated by 
its •founders — that of purely professional instruction and 
training. 

First Fruits. 

Twelve Graduates and six undergraduates of this School — 
a school only twelvempnths old — are now engagedjin teaching. 
As far as has been heard from, they have all given satisfaction, 
though it must be remembered that the Normal School is 
responsible for Graduates only : and for them, in such schools 
only as their diplomas entitle them to teach. Considering 
the disadvantages under which the School has labored, in the 
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want of suitable rooms for the Normal School, the Model 
School and the Boarding-students, it is a matter of surprise 
and gratification that the State is beginning so soon to see 
the fruit of her liberality in the increased number and in- 
creased efficiency of her Teachers. Let us hope that every 
dticceeding year will witness a similar increase^ till our entire 
State is occupied by an army pf well trained, feithful and 
devoted Teachers. I regard the success of the School under 
all its drawbacks as a proot that the Legislature, by the es* 
tablishment of the Normal School, mani&sted a true insight 
into the wants of the people ; and that the people have been 

fromptin taking advantage of the liberality of the Legislature, 
do most earnestly hope that it may be practicable at an early 
date to provide the School with more ample accommodations ; 
but, if not, I can only promise, on behalf of myself and the 
Teachers with whom I have the honor to be associated in 
tliifi noble enterprise, that we will not be discouraged by 
di^culties, but will continue to make the best use of the 
means under our control, so as to realize the earliest and 
largest practical benefits to the State. 

Men and Womkn Tkacheks. 

It will be seen by reference to the Table given above that 
otkly ten per cent, of the students are men. This indicates 
vety closely what may be expected to be the relative propor- 
tiotis of men and women teachers in the State a few yeara 
hence. It is not necessary to add any confirmation to the 
fact which experience has amply demonstrated that women 
make good teaohers ; that out of the same nundber of persons 
of each sex, a far larger proportion of women than of men 
will be found with the necessary natural gifts for teaching ; 
and that within a certain range of subjects and scholars, 
women are actually better teachers than men : but, yet it ia 
not to be denied that there are some prejudices against the 
general employment of women. I shall refer only to two, 
for the purpose of suggesting how they may be obviated. 

l$t. It is said that in a great number of cases women cease 
to be teachers just when they have gained sufficient expe- 
nence to make their labors valuable ; that teaching is the 
business of a man's life, but is seldom more than an episode 
in a woman's ; that no matter hpw poorly prepared a man may 
be for the work of a teacher, when he begins, if he is honest 
and industrious time brings the required fitness : but that 
women seldom teach long enough to make use of the experi- 
ence they have acquired. There are two ways of gaining ex- 
perience ; the first and best (for the teacher, not for the 
scholar) is actual practice in the school- room ; the other is by 
such training as Normal Schools are designed to give. It is 
worthy of consideration whether, now that the State Normal 
School is open, all women who Apply for situations as Teach- 
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era should not be required to exhibit either a certificate of six 
months' successful teaching or the Diploma of the Normal 
School. • 

2nd. It is also feared that with the very general employ- 
ment of women — there would be a want of steadiness and 
uniformity in the management of the schools caused by a 
rapid succession of new teachers. This evil will be reme- 
died in part by the Normal School, for teachers coming from 
that Institution will be likely to practice the methods which 
they learned there, and thus there need be no change of sya[- 
tem even while there is a continual change of teachers. I 
will take the liberty of suggesting another plan by whioh 
continuity of work might be secured even under a succession 
of teachers, and by which the State could adapt itself to the 
change, which all know to be coming, from men to women 
teachers. A competent and experienced gentleman might 
be appointed in every commissioner district, who should be 
the Principal of all the Schools in that District. The 
Teacher of each school (whether man or woman) should re- 
port to the Principal, and conduct the school according to 
his directions The Principal should arrange the classifica- 
tion, daily routine, examinations, promotions, etc., and be 
responsible for every school in his District as regards both 
instruction and government. If there were not more than 
ten schools in his District, he could spend half a day in the 
week in each, which would be amply sufficient for the pur- 
poses in view. ,. 

Without entering into further details, the following may 
be named among the beneficial results likely to be derived 
from the plan suggested. 

1st. All the advantages arising from the employment of 
men as teachers, would be combined with those arising from 
the employment of women. 

2d. The work of a school would be continuous from Term 
to Term, and from year to year ; each teacher would begin 
exactly where her predecessor left ofi*, and the scholars would 
advance, and not (as is too often the case) be kept moving in 
a circle. 

3d. The work of the Principal being more responsible and 
better remunerated than the work of the teacher now is, a 
better class of young men would be induced to make teaching 
their profession ; and thus a corps of professional teachers 
would be established, the only body to whom the educational 
interests of the State can safely be entrusted. 

Apparatus. 

The school is now furnished with apparatus, excellent ih 
quality, and, for the present, sufficient in quantity for ma- 
nipulations and illustrations in chemistry. An outlay of flOO 
a year would supply the tear and wear in this depatttn^^xsA^ 
and enable it to Keep up with the progteB^ o? «^\^Ti^i». 
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When the orders now in the hands of manufacturers are 
completed, we shall have the means of illustrating fully two 
branches of Natural Philosophy, Pneumatics and Electricity. 
There still remain to he provided for in great part (though 
we havfe some scattering pieces of apparatus on these subjects) 
Mechanics, Hydrostatics, Acoustics, Optics, Heat and Mag- 
netism. I think an appropriation of |2500 would lay a good 
ibundation, and an annual outlay of $400 raise the depart- 
ment of Natural Philosophy as high, in a few years, as the 
character of the school demands. 

Model Sceool. 

On the 3rd of September, the Model school was opened in 
a rented house on Broadway. The location is by no means a 
good one, but it vas the only neighborhood where a hous^e 
oould be procured at that time at a moderate rent. The 
flcliool has an attendance of about 20 scholars ; and is con- 
ducted by one of the Teachers of the Normal School with 
the aid of a number of the students who are detailed from 
week to week to observe and assist. This is the training 
ground for the student teachers. Here they put in practice 
toe lessons of the Normal school, and make trial of their 
ftren^th in the profession they have chosen. If a school of 
practice were only an appendage to the Normal school, which 
may be dispensed with if desirable, it might have been well 
to dispense with it until the opportunity was afforded of hav- 
ing both schools under one roof. But believing that the 
Model school is a vital part of the Normal school, without 
which the latter could hardly be said to be organized at ally 
it was thought better to have a Model school in an unfavora- 
ble location than to delay its opening any longer. But the 
inconvenience of having one department of an Institution on 
Broadway and another on Paca Street two miles away is a 
very serious one, especially in view of the fact that there 
must be daily, (and ought to be hourly) communication be- 
tween the two. 

Teachers' Institutes. 

After the close of the Normal school in June, Institutes 
were held in all the Counties that signified a desire to have 
one ; nanaely, Howard, Kent, Talbot, Harford, Washington 
and Baltimore. The meetings were well attended ; the 
teachers, though a little shy at first, soon entered with spirit 
into the work of the Institute ; the interest increased at 
every session ; and when the hour of final adjournment came, 
they separated with reluctance and with pleasant anticipa- 
tions of a renewal of their intercourse next year. I must 
confess that I entered on these labors with some misgivings ; 
but I am now fully convinced that no better means can be 
devised for stimulating the zeal and 'increasing tlie efficiimey 
of teacberB throughout the State. In some counties the oiti- 
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zenstook a marked interest iu the proceedings, and there is' 
good reason to hope that in a few years the Institute will be» 
ED established and popular institution. 

In conducting the exercises I received valuable, aid from 
Prof, Leakin, late of the Agricultural College, who was ap- 
pointed by the State Board for that purpose ; and also from 
the Presidents of the several County Boards. 

In some counties the Board declined holding an Institute, 
being unwilling to oifend popular sentiment by closing the 
schools for a week. If popular opinion is mistaken on this 
point, means ought to be used to set it right ; and I have 
found that the best means is to hold the Institute, and let 
people see what it is and what it does. The Institute has 
made converts wherever it has gone. One unbeliever, who 
had been grumbling at the expense, declared when the In- 
stitute was over, that rather than be without it, he would 
.pay the expense out of his own pocket. Popular opinion 
recognizes the necessity of a workman's keeping his tools 
in order. The mower who spends a reasonable time in 
whettine his scythe is not wasting, but economizing the 
tiine of his employers. The Teachers are the tools which 
the various Boards use in working out the education of the 
people ; and the tools must be kept sharp and bright, else time 
will be wasted and the work badly done. 

In order to make the Circuit of the several Counties in 
the time allotted by law (the months of April, May and 
June,) it will be necessary to join two or more Counties to- 
gether in one Institute. For this purpose I respectfully sug- 
gest the following scheme for the year 186V. 

Baltimore County .103 schools, April 8 

Howard 27, Montgomery 41 G8 • ** 15 

Prince George's 43, Anne Arundel 4*J.. 85 '* '* '22 

Ctarles 35, Calvert 20, gt. Marv's 31. . 86 ** »* 20 

Cecil 65, Harford 76 ..* ..141 *' May ti 

Kent 32, Queen Anne 45, Curolino 34.. 114 *^ 13 

Talbot 43, Dorchester 55 98 " '* 20 

(kmierset 64, Worcester t)0 130 " ** 27 

Carroll * 92 '• June 3 

Frederick 108 " '* 10 

Washington 122 ** " 17 

Allegany 105 " ' 2i 

*A11 which in reHpectfiiUy suhmitted, 

M. A. Newell. 
l^rincipol State Nonnal School, 

Before leaving those topics which refer to teachers, I have 
something to say touching the personal comforts, especially 
<;rf young women, who go to the rural ilistricts to take charge 
of sdhools. It concerns 

^the 'Tirst Annnal Catalogne" of the ;<tate Noiiiial 8<?hoQl will \i<i ife>wjA va. 
tb« Appendix. 
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Homes for the Teachers. 

• XTntil the Normal School provides home-teachers, Commis^ 
sioners must in a portion of the Counties procure qualified 
persons from other sections of the State, chiefly from the 
graduates of the Baltimore City High Schools or the Normal 
Schools of other states. 

For these, homes must be provided, and if the teachers be 
young women, as the majority certainly will, the home 
ought to be convenient to the school. Very little difficulty 
thus far has been experienced. The intelligent teacher is 
generally welcome, and « considered an acquisition to the 
isocial circle. Commissioners secure boarding places in ad- 
vance of the teacher's arrival, and hence no hesitation is felt 
by young women to take charge of distant schools. 

As this class of non-resident teachers may increase, tlie 
subject of homes for teachers is deemed to be of sufficient^ 
practical importance to have a place in this Report, that th6 ' 
attention of citizens may be directed to it. In mauy cases 
the women teachers are capable to instruct in niusic, elemen->- 
tary drawing and French. Such persons frequently devote 
the hours after school to teaching these branches to the chil- 
dren of the family in which they board, thus rendering im- 
portant service as compensation for board. Young men alsp 
having a knowledge of Latin and Greek, can act as tutors 
in the families where they reside. These suggestions i^re 
made because I know that in many places teachers are u&^ 
cd of a higher grade than those usually employed in the 
Primary Schools, and in this way the increased compensa- 
tion can be given which will procure their services. In sev- 
eral School reports from other States I Have noticed complaints 
that citizens object to boarding the teacher. Happily we 
meet with no such difficulty. Our people, with characteristic 
kindness, and even hospitality, receive the young men. and 
women who come to teach their children. Citizens can in 
this way help to make the teachers comfortable and their 
profession respected. The good they do will be returned 
seven-fold by the increased energy of teachers, and their de- 
sire to have a good report among those who have been their 
friends. 

Text Books. 

No change has been made in the uniform series of Text 
Books nor is any contemplated by the State Board, unless it 
be to enlarge the series to be used in the High Schools when 
established. The Primary and Grammar School serieSir, 
selected with great care, embraces the best manuals of their 
kind, prepared in a style of excellence unusual for Sahotl 
books ana furnished at prices unusually cheap as the accom- 
panying list will show. 
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Liai ^ Texi Books adopted hj the StaU Hoard of Education 
for Dse in the Public Schoola of Maryland, showing the 
PTioe at whioh each Book was fumiBhed to the counties for. 
introdaction including cost of Freight and Boxing, a)40 
ahowing the retail, or store price of same, for school year, ■■ 
ending Jnne SOtb, 1866. 

.uoorMKi.. «^ „„. 

Bargenfs standard Speller JOO 91 tOO W ■ 

" Pronouncing Speller 00 llj 00 34 

Ijnd'e Etymology 00 66 00 16 

Webster's School Dictionary 00 69! 1 00 

Wnison's Primer 00 11! 00 25 

Krst Reader , 00 IT, 00 40 

" Second " 00 23! 00 60 

" Third " 00 39i 00 90 

" Fourth " 00 61! I 3S 

Sargent's Fourth Header 00 38 1 20 

Willson's School aud Family Charts 16 62 18 00 

Qaadrtnhos' First Bk. Engl. Gram'r 00 Hi 00 60 

English Grammar 00 46 1 20 

DaVies' Primary Arithmetic 00 16i 00 30. 

" Intellectual " 00 24J 00 60 

" El ofWrit'n " 00 27! 00 60 

" Practical " 00 66i 1 00 

" Elementary Algebra 00 72i 1 34 

Walton's Arithmetical Cards 00 6i 00 12. 

• '. '• Key ■ 00 28! 00 46 

Coraell's First Steps in Geography 00 17! 00 46. 

■ " Primary Geography 00 31i 00 90 

" Gram'r Sch'l Geography 00 608 160 . 

Goodrich's Child's History TJ. S 00 37S 00 90 

'" Pictorial " " 00 851 2 00,, 

Phelps' Philosophy for Beginners 00 46 00 76 

" Chemistry " " -... 00 46 00.76 

" Botany , " " 00 46 00 76 

Kortbend'sLitUe Orator..: 00 36! 00 60 

" Entertaining Dialogues: 00 7^ 1 20 

Sargeqt'i Stendard Int. Speaker 1 46i , 2 00 . 

FayspD's, Dnnton & S'b PeninanBbip: 165! 2 40 

■• " " D. Entry BtkVg 00 861 1 «» 

., .. " s, ■. .. 00 421 .00 67 

'" " " Blanks for D. B. 

Book-keeping... 00 61! 00 76 
" " " Blanks for 8. E. . 

Book-keeping... 00 391 00 50 

Bond's Small Hand Copy Books 100 126 

". Kound " " " 100 126 

" Cop; Slijn 00 15 00 JO 

School Boys' Infantr/ Taetiei Oil V\.\ WS >ta 
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>AMC or BOOK. 



Well's Science of Common Things 00 67i 1 Sfi 

Websters'a High School Dictionary 00 90! 1 26 

Scholar's Gompsnion 00 43^ 1 10 

Willfioo's Fifth Reader 00 77^ 1 80 

Sargent's " " Part 24 00 46 1 46 

Quitokenbos' First Less. Kngl. Compos 00 401 00 90 

" ■ Composition and Rhetoric. 00 69 176 

Daries' UniTeraity Arithmetic 00 80i 1 60 

" " Algebra t Oil 1 75 

" ElementB of Geometry and Trig'y.. 00 SOJ 1 60 

" Legendre's " " " 1 4li 2 25 

" Suryeyiog and Navigation 1 61 2 60 ' 

<' Differential and Integral Calc's 1 61 2 00 

Cornell's High School Geography and Atlas 1 43l 3 50 

Warren's Physical Geography 1 OSJ 2 00 

Burritt's Geog'y of the Heavens and Atlas. 1 81 2 60 

Smith's Student's History of Greece 1 38 2 00 

" Greece, abridged 00 69 1 00 

liddelt's Student's History of Borne... 1 38 2 00 

" Rome, abridged 00 69 1 00 

Worcester's Elements of Univ. History 00 67i 3 00 

Well's Natural Philosophy 00 74} 1 75 

*' Elements of Chemistry 00 SOJ 1 76 

" " " Geology 00 57i 1 25 

Lincoln's Botany 1 16 1 88 

Brockelsby's Elements of Astronomy 1 031 1 88 

Emerson's Manual of Agriculture 1 10 1 60 

Hart's Constitution of the U. S 00 26i 00 66 

Philbrick's Union Speaker 1 65 2 50 

Spalding's History of Engl. Literature 00 74} 1 75 

Borthend'a Dictation Exercises 00 36J 00 67 

Wayland's Moral Science 1 341 1 T5 

" Political Economy 1341 176 

" Intellectual Science 1 03} 1 75 

Boyd's Milton's Paradise Lost 00 78i 1 20 

" Cowper's Task 00 781 1 20 

" Thompson's Seasons 00 781 1 20 

Brooks' First Latin Leseons 00 401 00 80 

" - Historia Sacra 00 401 00 80 

" Viri Ulustres AmericfB 1 15 1 76 

" Cfeesr's Commentaries 1 16 1 75 

" Ovid 1 61 2 6t 

Harkoess' Latin Grammar 00 74} 1 75 

Hanson's Book of Latin Prose 2 07 3 00 

*' " . " Poetry 3 07 3 00 

ArObld's Latin Prose CompositioD 00 74J 1 75 

Dillaviy's Boman AotiqnitieB 00 661 00 90 

Brop^* First Greek Lessons 00 401 00.80 
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XAMK OP BOOK. at which Jf^fff 



Brooks' Collectanea Evangelica 00 40i 00 80 

Bullion's Greek Lessons 00 511 1 00 • 

'' «' Grammar 1 16 1 78 

'' '' Reader i 143? 2 26 

Johnson's Heroditus 00 69 1 50 v 

Owens' Homers' Iliad 1 43J v^2 Oft • 

Arnold's Greek Prose Composition 00 74J 1 50 , 

Cleveland's Grecian Antiquities 00 69 t 00 " 

Tooke' s Pantheon of Heathen Gods 00 74J t 26 

Parents availing themselves of the easy terms o^red hgr 
the publishers for introduction have purchased largely, hav- 
ing also the further encouragement that no changes will be 
made by the State Board which will involve additional ei^ 
pense. Heretofore there was an unwillingness to prbcure 
School books, because of the uncertainty how long tlie|r 
would be serviceable, each new teacher having his ownfavo- 
rite series, or the family contemplating removal to an adjoini- 
ing District or another County where the books might' nc^ 
be used. Apprehension of this kind is now removect. la 
addition to this economical argument which concerns a lairge 
class of industrious citizens, who are ready to do all they can 
for the education of their children, but expect to be protected 
from needless expenditure, another benefit results frotn tlve 
selection of a series of Books to be used in all the Public 
Schools. J 

Teachers educated in the Normal School or instructed in 
the Institutes become familiar Ttith the Text Books, Maps 
atid Charts of the School room. They are proficient in the 
use of the tools placed in their hands for daily practical work. . • 
They meet no hard questions which have riot previously beem 
answered ; no intricacies which have not been exploreld ; no 
problems which have not been solved. They do not go to / 
the School room to puzzle or to bepuzzled, to hesitate^ doubt / 
and give up in despair. ' ' ' 

Educated to understand the laws which control sonhd' ' 
mental development, the ordinary rules of correct teaching 
and the use of the apparatus of the School room, t^ap)iei:fj 
from the first day are iiEtmiliar with their work. , -i \ 

The mode of distributing the Text books has proved entitcH 
ly satisfactory and been attended with many advantages*. .' 
By placing the books in every School room at the begin^ : 
ning of the term, no time need be lost ; the classes cwt il^e - 1 
organized and work commence promptly. •' .:>:. 

The following resolutions passed at the last meeting of the ^;' 
Association of School Commissioners expresses their oplbioa- ' 
upon this subject. Similar resolutions have been adopted- by * 
some of the County Teachers' Associationt. :o s 
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A table has been prepared hj the Book Clerk sbowiDg the 
number of Text books of each sort^ purchased and distributed, 
allb the amounts paid to publishers. All the book accounts, 
«p to June 30th, nave been paid whether due from the Couh- 
tied^ to the State Board or from the State Board to the publish- 
eA and distributing agents. All accounts connected with 
Ttet books have been kept as required hj Law alld are readj 
ftli'iii$pectioh at any time. 

Siatemeni of Account with Publishers ofthfi Text Books adopted 
Jkj/ Oie State fiqard of Education^ showing the amount paid 
'eacA /or books ordered and received during the Financial 
Bdkool year, ending July 31stj 1866. 

' VMM of Pabllahan. ^Pl#oe. Am't paid aach. 

JTohjn L. Shorey ^..,. Boston $4,105 44 

Taggard & Thompson '^ 177 50 

Mason Brothers.., New York 3,617 96 

tiarper & Brothers *' 12,313 46 

D, Appleton & Co " 12,016 25 

A. S. Barnes & Co *' 11^19 16 

lyison & Phinney '' 1,102 50 

Sheldon & Co. '' 68 25 

Cushings & Bailey Baltimore 3,518 63 

i:W:Bond&Co 'r 3,080 22 

B. H. Butler & Co Philadelphia 5,776 75 

J/B. Lippiricott & Co " 1,290 00 

Chas. Desilver '^ 416 00 

H- Cowperthwaite '^ 45 00 

G. & 0. Merriam Springfield, Mass. 223 20 

Total cost of Books .$58,970 32 

Si^uHon adopted by the Association of School Commissioners. 

f ^jBesolyed^ That the uniform series of Text books has proved 
aopeptiabl^ to teachers and useful to the pupils, and that 
tha mode of purchitsing. and distributing dooks, adapted by 
HbA State Board, has been satisfactory to the County Boards 
and economical to parents and guardians/' 

School Libraries, 

Vo eflfort has yet been made to purchase School Libraries. 
The law authorizes the payment of $20, antlually out of the 
sorplos revenue fund to each School District, which sub* 
scrma.aa equal amount. This is a valuable enactment, one 
which e#ery friend of popular intelligence will rejoce to see 
in praoiioal operation in the 1400, School Districts of the 
Slate. Then the School system will bear abundant fruit. 
Wall telected. libraries, are not only disirable adjuncts to 
the SohooiU, but will be valuable to the adult population. 
la. our strictly rural districts, there are few books within 
readi orthe laboring claases*^ Ho facilities for procuring 
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them exist, except from trayelling agents or throQgb tbe 
Post Office. Hence, reading is confined to newspapers and 
magazines. The volnmes of a School Librar7 cireolatinjp; 
through the District, will create a taste for reading, whib 
they add to the fund of general knowledge. Small additiqm 
each year will soon secure a collection of books, worthy of titt 
name of Library. Each School District ought to avail ite^ 
of the provision of the law, and thus secure for the ehildreii 
who are taught to read, books profitable and intet'esting. 
If a taste for reading, be not formed early in life, it is noil 
likely to be formed at all. The youththfnl mind is active 
and will be occupied. If it has not the means of useful occte 
pation it will seek that which is pernicious. Books adapted 
to the tastes and capacities of the young, will interest le^iDid 
instruct, filling their minds with usefbl knowle^giof, and.di- 
cupying the leisure hours, of long winter evenings. 

Educational Journal. 

Every State which has an energetic School Systeni^ nxuh 
tains a well conducted School journal. This journal is th» 
medium of official commui^ication, between tne School au- 
thorities and the Schools, .and the vehicle of valuable infoi- 
mation, relative to the duties of teachers. 

Teaching is a progressiite science, and every teiicher, to 
keep up with the times, must be a student. In no profession 
have, greater advances or more valuable diiscoveries been 
made than in that of teaching. There ought to be spiiie rejp- 
ular plan for recording and disseminating this informatiafi 
among teachers just as the Thelogical, Medical, and Liaw 
journals do for the members of the professions they represenJL 

The School Commissioners, who are the executive agetili 
of the School system, also need instruction to guide then) im 
the discharge of their duties ; this can be given through ibhB 
journal. School officers will be incited to action,. by specid 
and earnest appeals, difficulties will be overcome by practical 
and earnest suggestions, professional information will lib 
imparted and become the basis of intelligent work. Such a 
publication, I believe, will impart knowledge, ' and awaken 
enthusiasm among all connected with the School system, and 
will be of value in dollars and cents, by increasing the value 
of the Schoblsi 

Schools have to be sustained by constant and laborioili 
efforts. No system will run by itself, in any other way/thaiii 
to run down. Teachers must be encouraged by frequefat esi- 
hortation, and a* knowledge of the efforts and success of those 
who labor in the same cause. The establishment of a school 
and family journal, received the fstvorable consideration, of* 
the association of Commissioners, and an effort will be madfe 
by E. S. Zevely, assisted by an additional eommxtto^^ \[^ 
oommence such a publication as early as piBk^V^csIc^f^ vsi>&^ 
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To make the effort a success, aid is needed from the State, 
'fiuch aid is given in the sister States. A School Journal cir- 
culatiag in all portions of the State will cause school ques- 
. jkions to be disscussed in many households. The great and 
))eneficent principles which underlie^ the whole system of pop- 
,ulaT education, will be better understood, and the Jaw, 
I through which the State is striving to discharge her duty to 
.tixe children, be fully explained. 

. Besolutions upon this subject were passed by the associa- 
•ftion of Commissoners, as follows : 

-Resolved, That this association recognizes the importance 
of a fState educational and Family Journal, and that the 
'i^residents of the City and County Boards, be requested to 
'ascertain before February 18, 1867, the number of subscribers 
which can be secured and forward the result to E. S. Zevely. 

Resolved, that an application signed by the President and 
Secretary of the association, be presented to the General As- 
sembly, for a subscription of fifty copies for each of the 
Counties, and the City of Baltimore, to be circulated by the 
Oity and County Boards. 

School Houses. 

•. 

The State Board of Education has given much attention to 
this subject, but in the absence of a law by whicli funds for 
•building purposes can be collected, the work of improving 
old and erecting new School houses has been very slow. At 
the late special session of the General Assembly, a bill was 
reported authorizing a County tax for erecting School houses, 
but it was left among the unfinished business. Either a law 
must be. passed enabling Commissioners to build School 
•lupuses, or the work will depend upon the uncertain impulses 
jof ■private liberality. 

. / iJariag the year, IT new houses have been erected, 206 re- 
paired^ and 68 furnished with good desks and seats, the 
^EDoney being taken from regular School revenues. To accom- 
plish this KtUe, the School session was limited in some of the 
counties to three terms, or to six months, the minimum period 
required by the law. This plan was recommended for those 
odunties in which the school rooms were unfit for occupancy, 
4Uid in .which revenue could be procured in no other way. It 
seems to be a sound policy, for school work will be so much 
jfiore efficient in comfortable and convenient buildings as to 
jbliy. compensate in two years for all the loss of time, if it 
^ sik months. 

The honor of the State, as well as the health, comfort and 

Erogress of the children demand a better class of School 
OUS0S, well lighted, properly ventilated, neat and economic- 
oal. To acquaint Commissioners with the style of such build- 
itigs, and enable them to build at the smallest cost, the State 
Board prepared five sets of plans for school houses accommo^ 
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dating from 40 to 120 eKildren* These plans lithograplied, 
• and the specifications for building have been sent to each 
County, thus exhibiting to the people pictures of neat, cheap 
and commodious houses, and enabling Commissioners to ha^e 
the work done at the lowest rates consistent with durabiUty 
and convenience. Elevations Bind ground plans of the buijLd- 
ings will be found in the appendix. 

The reports of the County Boards make a lamentable 
exhibit of the condition of School houses. The houses are a 
disgrace to the County and a gross outrage upon children. 
In some districts hired rooms are used. More than half the 
houses are in ordinary or bad conditioui and many so dilapi- 
dated or inconveniently located as not to be worth repairing. 
Will the XS^eneral Assembly disregard this fact, and agam 
adjourn without devisi];ig plans for relief? Certainly not. 

In a matter of such grave importance immediate action is 
required to secure the necessary funds. The money ought 
not to be solicited as a bounty to the State, but raised by. a 
tax upon the property of the County to which the house will 
belong, because by its erection the value of all kinds of prop- 
erty will be enhanced. 

This topic is so entirely practical, and commends itself so 
directly to the consideration of parents who regard the health 
of their children, to citizens who know the importance of 
having school work well done, to every community which has 
a reasonable pride in its character and position, that not many 
years can pass bef(»:e ample provision is made to meet exist- 
ing wants. 

Whatever is done must, in the main, be done by taxation. 
We cannot, nor is it right, to depend upon individual or 
neighborhood liberality. This may suffice for the erection of 
parochial and private school houses, but not for schools to be 
open to all the children, and governed by the local or general 
Public Law 

It is pleasing to record instances of enlightened sentiment 
and public-spirited liberality on the part of citizens in pro- 
viding school houses. In some of the counties they have 
united to build the house, taking a small appropriation from 
the public money and furnishing the balance by donatibn, or 
they have advanced the entire amount, waiting the enact- 
ment of a law by which the money can be collected and re- 
funded. In one district we have the laudable example of a 
gentleman erecting a first class school house and presenting 
it to the Board of Commissioners for the use of the Public 
School. 

While writing I have the gratifying intelligence from the 
School Commissioners of Prince George County, that George 
W. Biggs, Esq., of Washington City, has built a neat, sub- 
stantial and commodious school house ueai B\^d&\i^\sK\x%.^^^^ 
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aduted to tbe wants of the neigbborlioody and hai prcfleni- 
ad It as a Christmas gift to die chfldren. 

Maj wealthj men ererjwherehe prompted to do likewise! 
Their names will he gratefnllj remembered hj the ehildren 
who enjoj the ph jsical and elncational benefits of a room 
well rentilated, snitablj famished and adapted to the pur- 
pose which its name indicates. 

In sereral connties there are school ihnds, the interest of 
which is now nsed to paj teachers' salaries. I recommend 
the passage of a law authorizing, if it befonndnecessarj, the 
i^ropriation of these fnnds, or as mach of them as maj be 
Beedea, to building new school houses and repairing old ones. 
It would be the bcait inrestment that can be made, and will 
jield a larger interest than 6 or Tj^ per cent. 

School Fuhds hild bt ths Couhtohb. 

Carroll County |77,402 05 

laTested as follows : 

Judgments and Bonds 42,952 05 

U. 8. 7-30 Bonds 13,000 00 

Western Maryland B. B. Bonds 12,500 00 

Northern Central B. B. Bonds 1,000 00 

Farmer's Bank of Maryland 7,150 00 

Ground Bents 800 00 

Prince Oeor^e Counly $18,500 84 

Notes of Indiyiduals with Indiridual 

Security 12,277 92 

Judgments vs. Individuals 6,222 93 

Queen Anne $10,000 00 

InTested in Bank Stock. 

Washington County $59,276 05 

Hagerstown Bank Stock 13,000 00 

Washington County Bank Stock 12,285 00 

Hagerstown Savings Bank 1,000 00 

Franklin Bank, Baltimore 2,835 00 

U. S. Five-Twenties • 7,050 00 

U. S. Seven-Thirties 4,100 00 

Judgments vs. Individuals... 15,163 12 

Individual Notes 3,852 93 

« 

Worcester County $64,666 83 

Invested : 

Loaned to Worcester County 33,386 00 

" to Individuals , 28,380 00 

Public Securities 2,800 00 
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IrREGULAB AlTBNDAKGB OF PUPILS t — ^HOW CAN IT BB 

Bbbisdied? 

It 10 estimated that not more than two-thirds of the chQ- 
dren enrolled upon the register attend regularly at School. 
A teacher may exhibit 60 names upon the roll, while on aver- 
age of 40 pupils receive daily instruction. The average ab- 
sence is greater than I in some districts/ less in others ; the 
regularity of attendance generally corresponding with the 
degree of intelligence in the community. The most ignor- 
ant/ who need education most, value it the least. It.is^ of 
course, impracticable for all the children registered to attend 
daily ; sickness or home work detains some, out, making full 
■ allowance for these, the larger portion of absentees are truants, 
or their parents so indifferent to the advantages of education 
that they permit children to follow their ownwill and attend 
or stay away from school at their own pleasure. Irregular at- 
tendance is the great vice of the daily Public School. There 
ifr no other cause that tends so much as this'to nfeutralizethe 
crfforts of teacherd and disorganize schools.' The evils result- 
ing therefrom cannot be over-estimated. Hence the duty to 
give this important subject most careful consideration, Waile 
our school system is in its infancy, that wise plans may be 
devised by which so great a vice may be remedied. 

It is vain for teachers to labor for the advancement of 
pupils who are in school only two or three days each week^ 
or who attend one term and stay away the next. Citizens 
pay the school tax to little purpose, and children reap small 
advantage from the provision made for their instruction UBr 
less they attend regularly at school. 

To inquire into the causes of this irregularity would lead 
to a discussion irrelevant to the purpose of this report, bu 
the question most properly presents itself: ^^ Can the evil be 
remedied?" If it can, the remedy ought to be applied. 

Some persons have suggested what is called ^^ the compUl- 
fpry system." They argue that if the safety and prosperity 
bf the State depend upon the intelligence of the peop^, the 
law of self-preservation demands that attendance atsphoolbe 
enforced. Others very pertinently ask : ** Shall theState^.at 
great cost, establish a system of Free ^Public Schools, devo- 
ting nearly a million dollars annually to the ; education 
of youth, and then permit ignorant and . avaricious parents, 
or idle children, to squander I of this revenue by irregular 
attendance? 

The evil does not stop here. Not only is the State defraud- 
ed in her benevolent purpose, but the childrep who attend 
school regularly suffer. The teacher canuot discharge his 
duties efficiently when pupils are not regularly in their seats. 
The time employed in ^^ bringing up" the absentees of yes- 
terday is time lost to the school. 
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Theenactmeiit of a law requiring children between the 
ages of 8 and 12, or 10 and 14 years to attend school six 
months each year, is claimed to be a benevolent duty to- the 
child as well as to society. Children too young to judge for 
themselves ought not to be the victims of parental cupidity 
or carelessness, and thus entail upon the State the curse of 
their ignorance and -vice. If the State provides public edu- 
cation on the principle that ignorance is a public evil ; if 
children have the same right to moral and mental food that 
they have to bodily sustenance, then should the rights of the 
young and the good order of society be secured by some equit- 
able legislation. 

It is argued that a law compelling attendance at school 
would interfere with parental prerogative ; but no parent has 
a right, in law or nature, to injure a child physically, mor- 
ally or mentally. If the law intervenes to prevent infanti- 
cide, it certainly can intervene to prevent the destroying or 
dwarfing of the intellectual existence : it ought to guard 
those little ones who are in a condition more pitiable than 
that of orphans. 

The law of necessity also has been urged, based upon the 
axiom that intelligence, and consequently education, co-ex- 
tensive with the franchise, is a public necessity. 

While acknowledging the force of these and similar argu- 
ments, I cannot advocate a compulsory law. I prefer to de- 
pend lipon those influences which can be brought to bear upon 
the minds and hearts of parents to convince them that in 
no way can they benefit their children more than by sending 
them to school. I would make the school house attractive ; 

Slace in it the accomplished and good-hearted teacher, and 
raw the children by the compulsion of kindness, not of 
force. To accomplish this we have agencies not yet enlisted 
earnestly in the cause of popular education. The clergy of 
the several denominations can do much to awaken the minds 
of parents, and to encourage children to attend school. By 
visits to the schools, brief lectures to the pupils, and words 
of counsel to the teachers, they can aid the good cause, and 
tow seed which will not fail to spring up and bear fruit. 
The clergy exert a great and valuable influence, not only bv 
their public teachings, but in visits from house to house. If 
they,' from the pulpit, and in the course of pastoral duty, 
will impress upon parents their duty to secure for their chil- 
dren the benefits of education, if they will bring their ad- 
monitions to bear upon those who keep the little ones at work 
when they ought to be at school, no law of compulsion will 
be needed. A sound public opinion will be developed, and 
ere long parents will feel that they cannot stand before the 
bar of God guiltless, unless they have done what they could 
to educate their children and prepare them to be useful citi- 
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senS| and by the grace of (}od faithful servants of the Sa- 
viour. 

With full conviction of the magnitude of the evil to be 
oombatted, I would depend upon educating public opinion up 
to the ri^ht standard rather than use the law of force. The 
latter might endure for a short time, the former will prove 
a solid foundation never to be shaken, 

ACADEICIBS AND HiGH SCHOOLS. 

i • 

The old academic system of Maryland, originated under the 
Colonial Government, and, for many years, was most efficient 
in extending to youth, all the advantages of Higher Educa- 
tion in Science and Language. Many of our most talented 
citizens, received their preparatory training for college, or 
their complete scholastic instruction in these Institutions. 
The history of these academies is interesting, and will at an 
appropriate time be published, in connexion with an outline 
of all the legislation of the Colonial and State authoritieci, 
for the advancement of sound learning. 

Since the establishment of denominational and other board- 
ing Schools, it has become popular to send children away 
from home for instruction, not only out of the County, but 
out of the State. Thus our time honored academies were 
weakened, until, with few exceptions their honor is with the 
past. 

Sectional jealousy was another cause of decay, leading to 
division and subdivision of the academic fund, and apportion- 
ing to several local Schools the State donation, the whole o 
which scarcely sufficed to sustain one first class institution of 
learning. This has been a general and fatal policy in Mary- 
land. As a natural consequence^ the academies were dwarfed 
into Primary Schools, and the fund used to add a small 
amount to the teacher's salary, without increasing the rate 
hills or resorting to local taxation. Thus academies wrote 
their epitaph, ^^ died for lack of sustenance, ** in each County 
where this policy was adopted. The academies now flourish 
only where this division of the fund was resisted. The op- 
posite policy of concentration has been most completely vin- 
dicated in the history of the Charlotte Hall school, for the 
flupport of which two Counties united their funds. That 
School still flouriishes, has a competent Faculty, and attracts 
students from variouis sections of the State, and beyond our 
own borders. I trust that its career of usefulness will never 
le impaired, that it will remain as one of the '^ land marks 
the &thers set up" and be adopted, by some liberal ar- 
rangement with the trustees, as the High School for the two 
Counties so as to secure such free instruction for meritorious 
youth, as may be needed. 

The School Law proposes to gather together again the acade- 
mic fund in those Counties in which it haabe^xidYsv^^^^^^A 
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adding to it the |400 State Donation to Public Scbools, with 
such other amounts as the Board of School Commissioners 
may find at their disposal, to revive the academio system 
under the name of County Hiffh School. These Hi^h 

Schools are designed to prepare boys for practical business life 
or for admission to college, and to give girls a complete edu- 
cation, thus removing to a great extent, the necessit;^ of 
sending children out of the County to secure higher education. 

In Cecil and Talbot Counties, High Schools have been or- 
ganised. Arrangements are now under consideration for 
extending this feature of the School System to other Counties, 
in such modified terms as will adapt it to the wants of the 
community. 

The following report was received for the Brookeville 
Academy, in Montgomery County. 

BePORT of BrOOEBVILLB AcADBMT, 70R THB TSAB 1866. 

This ancient academy has, during the past year resumied 
its course of prosperity. 

Thirty-four pupils nave attended the institution ; six free 
Bchools ha;ve received the benefits of instruction, and have 
been furnished with books free of charge. Two of these have 
been instructed in the ancient languages. Instruction has 
beeni given in Greek-, Latin, French, German, Geometry, 
Algebra, and the various branches of an academical educa- 
tion. Examinations have been held at Midsummer and 
Ohristmasi when the Trustees expressed themselves fully 
satisfied with the result. . 

Boarders 20. Day Scholars 14. 

J. DuRUN Parkinson^ A. B., Principal. 

Brookkvills, Dee.j 1866. 
Bjbv. Dr. Yak Bokeelbn, 
Dear Sir. 
I send you the report of the Brookeville academy for the 
past year. I am glad thalt it is so prosperous. 

We require many improvements to bring it on a level with 
modern plans of education. I am most anxious for the Trus- 
tees to dispose of their property in the village, and buy 20 
acres of ground at the distance of half a mile from Brookeville. 
There they could erect new buildings in the modern style, 
and lay out the grounds in a style similar to those of the 
public schools in England, for I think that the minds of 
youth should be influenced by the beautiful in nature and 
art. In such a casd the pupils would be removed from the 
contamination of the village, for the observation of Quintilian 
was just that we should look to the associates of our pupils. 
If you could urge this measure, y6u would much oblige. 

Your grateful, 

J. DuRUN Parkinson. 
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. Tab Statb Coixegbs. 

I 
» - - • 

The Act of Assembly of 1865 recognized St. John's Coir 
lege, A.nnapolis ; Washington College, Kent County ; the 
Agricultaral College, Prince Qeorge Oountv, and the Balti- 
more Female College, as institutions to be lostered by annual 
State appropriations. To these was. added the School <^f 
Letters of the University of Maryland^ in Baltiipore City.: 
The aggregate sum of $14,200. was annually donated, for 
which 120 young men and 22 young women, meritorious 
graduates of the Hish Schools and Academies, are to receive 
free instruction and use of text books— being pn^ student . 
each year for every $100 donated. 

I have no report by which to know how. far .the youth of 
the State have availed tbeniselves of these beneficent p^ovi-r 
sions, except from the college for young, women, located in 
Baltimore City, which will,be found below, 

1 am also without the. information which will show the na- 
ture of the strictly collegiate work accomplished by these in- 
stitutions, and the plans they propose for elevating the 
standard of literary and' scientinc, education. We need ai_ 
higher grade of college instruction. As will appear on an- 
other page, many youog men leave the State every year to 
secure that higher culture which they do not find within its 
limits. Our college. system has not yet been systematically 
developed, though, as a system, it is not in its infancy... The. 
seats of learning at Ai^i^pc^Hs and Chestertown are as old 
as the republic, and we refer with some degree of pride to 
en^inent citizens, living and dead, amons their alumnL 
That this dignity and high culture may be revived, and 
our citizens turn their attention to the development of all the 
State colleges should be as industriously sought as it ought 
to be earnesly desired. 

The action of the last General Assemby was encouraging. 
Liberal appropriations were made, and it is confidently epc-"" 
pected that the honor of the Sti^te will be maintained by the 
revival of St. John's College under most favprable au- 
spices. 

Baltimorb FEMAiA.CoLUsaB, December, 1366. 

To Rbv. L. Van Bokkblbn, LL. D., 

Superintendent of JPtMio Ineiructioni 
Dear Sir: 

In answer to the inquiries of your note, I beg. leave to in^ 
form you that the Baltimore Female . College: was instituted 
in the year 1849, and was incorporated by the State of Mary- 
land the same year. Its Qourse of instructioii is as extensive 
as that in most colleges for gentlemen. The buildings and< 
other appointments have cost about fifty thousand doUars;: 
They are extensive, and aiSbrd ample accommodations foi 
one hundred boarders and one Imndred day pupils* BeCoin 
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the war the College had contained one hundred and seventy- 
one pupils. There is a lihrary of 3,650 volumes. The 
chemical and philosophical apparatus, though it has cost but 
1600, is sufficient for ordinary illusrtation. Besides this, 
there are cabinets of minerals, gems, coins, and other objects 
of interest. 

When the College was instituted it was intended in 
part as a training school for teachers. This object has 
been steadily kept m view, and of one hundred and sixty 
young ladies who have graduated in the institution^ fifty- 
eight have devoted themselves to the profession of teaching. 
In addition to the above, twenty-four others, educated in the 
College, but who did not remain long enough to graduate, 
have engaged in teaching as a profession. These teachers 
employ^ m Female Colleges, High Schools, Public Schools, 
ana other seminaries of learning in our own State and in 
other States, are now rendering important service in the cause 
of education. 

That the College might be efficient in rearing a body of 
competent teachers for the State, the. trustees asked and ob- 
tained an endowment of twenty-two hundred dollars per an- 
num, for which they educate in all the branches of the col- 
lege course one pupil from each county in the state, and one 
from the City of Baltimore. This promises good success, as 
there is in many of the counties a great desire to obtain 
scholarships, and a number of the young ladies educated on 
these scholarships are now engaged in teaching. Last year 
twenty-one of the twenty-two scholarships were filled, and 
from applications and enquiries we have reason to believe 
that, during the present collegiate year, all the scholarships 
will be filled. The following young ladies are now in atten- 
dance from their respective counties : 

Allegany County, Miss Alice McMichael. 

Ann Arundel County, Miss Kate Sprogle. 

Baltimore County, Miss Annie M. Torrington. 

Baltimore City, Miss Marian Faidell. 

Carroll, Miss Emma Y. Shower. 

Cecil, Miss Emma Hesson. 

Charles, Miss Lottie Z. Cooksey. 

Frederick, Miss Laura Barrick. 

Harford, Miss Hannah A Stansbury. 

Howard, Miss Fannie E. Anderson. 

Kent, Miss Lucy Miller. 

Montgomery, Miss Mary A. Whitman. 

Prin6e (}eorge, Miss Cora A. Medley. 

Queen Anne, Miss Sarah L. Thawley. 

Somerset, Miss Henrietta E. H. Griffin. 

St. Mary's^ Miss Mary H. Fowler. 

Talbot, Miss Annie L. Benson. 

Woreester, Miss G^rgiana Mumford. 
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It is worthy of note that while all other institutions of 
learning in the State draw the amount of their donation 
whether thej educate the specified numher of pupils or not, 
the Trustees of the Baltimore Female College are only allow- 
ed to draw a pro rcUa portion of the twenty-two hundred dol- 
lars' appropriation, according to the numher of pupils actual- 
ly educated. As there is provision made hut for the educa- 
tion of a single pupil from the City of Baltimore, it would 
he advisahle to give the Trustees of the College the privilege 
of filling any existing vacancies in scholarships for the coun-. 
ties hy tne appointment of pupils from the City, until such 
vacancies can he filled hy the Orphan's Courts of the counties 
in which said vacancies exist. 

The College has a Faculty of eleven ahle instructors, who 
are well qualified for their respective duties. The numher 
of pupils in attendance, at present, is one hundred and twen- 
ty-five. Of these, fifty-five are boarders, many of whom, 
hoard with their friends. Of those from a distance, upwards 
ef twenty are from the South, and came from the States of 
Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolinia, Georgia and Alabama. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very truly yours, 

N. C. Bkooks, • 
President of Baltimore Female College. 

Thb Maryland Agricultural Collbqb. 

In accordance with the suggestions contained in my pre* 
liminary report, the State became an equal joint owner of 
the valuable property of this Institution, located in Prince . 
George County, by an appropriation of $45,000, payable 
in three annual instalments. The Board ot Trustees, under 
the amended charter, consists of seven gentlemen elected by . 
the original stockholders, and the members of the State 
Board of Education. As no special provision was made in. 
the law concerning the period the seven stockholder Trusteei 
shall remain in office, a meeting of the stockholders most 
be called according to the old charter, every two years, or 
the Trustees themselves must fill the vacancies, should any, 
occur by death or resignation. To provide for this, and for 
other purposes, adapting the Institution to its new and im- 
portant mission, the old charter needs some amendments.. 

Several meetings of the Board of Trustees have been held 
to examine the financial condition of the College and ita 
various property interests, and to discuss plans for reorgani- 
Eation upon the basis required by the Act of Congress, 1861' 
donating public lands '^ for the endowment, support and 
maintenance of at least one College, where the lbadikq obt 
JBCT shall be, without excluding other scientific and classical- 
studies, and including military tactics, to teach 9uchbrancht§ , 
of teaming as are related to agricvUwre and themechamc orU^ 
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in sucli manner as the Legislatures of the States may respec-> 
tirely prescribe, in order to promote the liberal and practical 
education of tk6 industrial daises in the several pursuits aaid 
professions of life." 

In arranging for the accomplishment of this noble design 
the action of the Trustees has been cramped, and almost con- 
trolled by the heavy debt which the whole State appropria- 
tion, not available till April, 1868, will fail to liquidiate ; the 
financial exhibit being worse than that reported to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. The College edifice needs repair ; the fur- 
niture has to be renewed ; apparatus must be purchased,. and 
buildings for agricultural and mechanical purposes erected, 
for which there is not one dollar in the treasury. These 
practical difficulties meet the Trustees at the threshold of 
their labors, and unless removed will lead to an accumulation 
of difficulties resulting in a struggle against impossibilities, 
and a disappointment like that under the previous organiza- * 
tion. 

The State has already invested so much that it is her in- 
terest to increase her appropriations in order to insure suo- 
cess. She is also pledged to sustain this College by accept- 
ing the XT. S. donation of public lands. The election of a 
Faculty, and a resolution to open the Institution early in the 
Spring of 1867, show the determination of the Trustees to 
do what they can. For the means to repair and equip the 
College edifice they must appeal either to the liberality o^ 
individual citizens or to the Qeneral Assembly. 

That there may be no further delay to place the College 
upon a proper foundation, I recommend that the remaining ; 
instalments of the $45,000 appropriation be paid immediate- 
ly, and the additional sum of $10,000 be appropriated to be 
be Expended as follows : |1,500 for repairs to the buildings ; 
|2,000 for furniture; $1500 for pnilosphical apparatus; 
$5,000 for erection of farm buildings and shops. Thus the 
College edifice will be made comfortable, and oner to students 
the fticilities sought in ah institution of its specific charap* 
ter. 

Without such additional aid, success is very doubtful. 

The present Board of Trustees consists on the part of the 

State of 

Hon. Thomas Swann, Governor, 

Hon, Christopher C. Cox, Lieut.-Governor, 

Hon. John m. Frazier, Speaker of the House, 

ReV. L. Van Bokkelen, State Sup' t. Public Instruction. 

Stockholder Trustees. 

Hon. Jatnes T. Earle, President, Queen Anne County. 
Hon. Charles B. Calvert, Prince George County. 
Obi. W. H. Purnell, Baltimore City. 
B. McHenry, Esq., Harford County. 
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Bev. Wm. Piuckey^ D. D., Washington City. 

:Pjlward Lloyd, Esq., Talbot County. 

Othp Williams, Esq., Baltimore City. 

Registrar of the College, 

N. B. Worthington, Baltimore. 

FaeuUy of the Agricultural College, Elected Dec. 11, 18GG. 

Ottttifl Lee, President, and Professor of Mathematics and 
its application, and Military Science. 

■ iV^ B. Worthington, Professor of Moral and Mental Phil- 
O0Mb7, and English Literature. 

i Jnaes Higgins, M. D., Professor of Natural Sciences anfl 
Agricaltural Chemistry. 

^aptista Lorena, Professor of Ancient and Modern Laii- 
gujages. 

The annual salary of the President is $2,500, with a resi- 
deiifo within the College edifice. The salary of each of tlie 
otl^nr Professors is $1^500 and a residence. 

i f 
. Maryland Young Men at College in other States. 

• 

^ relevant to the subject of State Colleges, and proving 
th^} importance of fostering our home institutions, an effort 
hafijheen made to ascertain the number of youth, sons of cit- 
Ls^ns of Maryland, who leave the State for the purpose of 
securing Collegiate education. The inquiry was confined to 
Cql^es for young men. It is believed that a very large 
number of young women attend Schools of high grade in 
other States, expending in the aggregate a large amount of 
money annually, which might be kept to enhance our home 
wealth had we schools of equal grade. 

The following circular letter was issued, and responseR 
were received from the Colleges named in the appended 
schedule.^ Had the investigation been extended to profession- 
al Schools, of medicine, law and applied sciences, the number 
of students would have been largely increased, 

; DbpartmeNc' op Public Instruction. 

; Superintendent's Office, 

Baltimore, October 31, 1866. 

To Thb President of College. 

Sir : 

By direction of the State Board of Education of Maryland, 
[ am no^ engaged in preparing a report of the condition of 
public and private schools, academies and coUegesi within 
;he State. 

The Board ha/s also instructed me to ascertain as nearly as 
iracticalde the number of students from this State attending 
he Oolliges of other Stages. 

Will jw please extend to me the courtesy to ^\i^ ^ ^^YS 
^f jomr catalogue for the current Collegiate yeax, ot/\^\\.>^^% 
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not yet. Li*v!i printed, the names of students from Marjfybid 
their ho::i.* residence, and the class to which they belong. 

Respectfdlly yours, 

L. Yak Boxkelek, 

Superintendent Pnliic ImU mMmk. 

Beplies were received from which it appears that 1Y8 yMtaC 
men from Maryland, were attending the following Ciotlinii 
Estimating ihe expenditure at the lowest reasoDable viMev ^^ 
will be more than $60,000 each year. 

Harvard University f 

Yale Colleffc # 

Trinity College, Hartford.. 1 

College of New Jersey, Princeton tf 

Dickinson College, Carlisle S(Sf 

Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg 10 

Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster '. 5 

Washington and Jefferson College, Washington Pa. 1 

Columbian College, Washington, D. C :. If 

Georgetown College, Georgetown, D. C 38, 

University of Virginia Sf*- 

Washington College, Lexington Va 9 

Totil .TiS 



v.-» I 



The residences of these students are as follows : 

Allegany County 3 

Anne Arundel 5 

Baltimore City 49 

Baltimore County 8 

Carroll 4 

Cecil 3 

Charles 1 , 

Dorchester 3 

Frederick 1* 

Harford 3 

Howard I 

Kent 1 

Montgomery 7 

Prince George 4 ■- x'* 

Queen Anne 9 

Somerset (, ♦ .* ■ 

St. Mary's » ^ 

Talbot !.. a-' '» ;• 

Washington * IM » ■ ^^u"' j 

Worcester :..;.:. ■'i#^'»^> ti* 

UnktTown ...iviia ^m. iiiW 

ToUi\ \X% 
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ScnooL OP Letters op the University op Maryland. 

By the law of 1865, the sum of |3,000 was appropriated 
annually to this College, in consideration of which amount 
thirty young men, meritorious graduates of City and Oounty 
High Schools were to he educated free of charge. ' 

/This fact was communicated to the Faculty hy order of 
the State Board of Education. After a full conference in 
which they were informed of the views of the Board and the 
requirements of the law, the Faculty decided not to acc^d'^ to 
the terms proposed. 

As The Central High School of Baltimore City haying ex- 
tended its curriculum to include a full College course^ is .ii<>w 
iknown as the Free College of Baltimore City and no ll-lgk 
Schools having heen organized in the adjacent Counties whOiEie 
graduates can claim the privilege of free scholarships, it is 
recommended that the |3000 appropriated to the ^^Stfhool 
of Letters ' ' be paid to the Directors of the Matylahd Ift- 
8 itute for the benefit of the several departments of IniElt^o^ 
tion under their control. 

No more judicious use of the money could, in my ju4fi{* 
ment, be made ; none more likely to inure, strictly to the Ben- 
efit of the masses, who toiling by day, study by night to 
improve themselves in the theory as well ais practice of th,d 
arts, by which they intend to procure the means 6f iiiffo- 
pendent support. 

The Maryland Institutr Schools. 

The Maryland Institute in its several Departments of In- 
struction, constitutes an important agency in extending the 
advantages of special education to a large number of youQ|p 
men and women most of whom, engaged in the active duties 
of life, devote the evening to study. 

At a small cost to each pupil, facilities are aflbr^ed fi^g jExir 
gtruction in Chemistry, Bodk-keeping, Penmanshi]|9, . ypoflfl 
and Instrumental Music and Drawing. To tb^se is ft4^^ 
the use of a well selected Library of 19,000 volumes, illustrat- 
iDg the several departments of knowledge. 

A course of lectures delivered Weekly during ther ww^ 
months, is open to the meoibers of the Institute, thfis 1^44)'^ 
this popular method of imparting instruction, to the sy^e- 
matie work of the Classed. The Institute numbers several 
hundred afjtive members, participating in one or all of tkese 
eduoation^l benefits. 

'My atteokfcion has been freq;ilently. directed tQ tWb^.dj^^v^tV 
iMntoftka.iBStilQt&^kao^d as ^i^ SiQ^ooVo^ I)i^\^«^,).v> 
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who examines intelligently the work of this School will 
withhold his testimony to its value. 

It is due to the object of this department, and to the 
public spirited citizens who supervise it, to ask the {Attention 
of the General Assembly, especially of those interested in 
medianic arts, to its claims to an appropriation by which the 
proper facilities can be procured tor more extended use- 
falness. '^'-^ 

Between 300 and 400 young perscffis are taught to draw, 
having special regard to those branches of the art which are 
coHnected with the practical demands of architecture, ship 
building, furniture and machinery. 

Young women perfect themselves in branches available for 
their own support, connected with photography, designs for 
embroidery, patternis for goods, and illustrations for serial 
publications. 

The Schools are most strictly ^'Schools for the people" 
and aa such have a strong claim for a small portion of the 
mcmey idevoted by the State to educational purposes. This 
can be done by devoting to the Institute Schools the appro- 

Eriation of $3,000 declined by the School of Letters of the 
rniversity of Maryland. 

The improved style of architecture in edifices j)ublic and 
private throughout the State, is due in a great degree to the 
School of Design ; many young men^now employed in the 
Public Departments in Washington, and in private offices as 
draughtsmen, attribute their skill to the instruction received 
under the auspices of the managers of the Institute. 

Qraded Schools. 

Every practical teacher knows and regrets the time lost in 
our rural Schools, because of the various ages and equally 
varied attainments, of the children who occupy the benches. 
Boys and girls, yj3ung and old, from the alphabet class up 
to Natural Philosophy and Geoinetry, form a chaotic mass out 
of which the teacher is expected to produce something which ^ 
may be called order. 

To a skilled tea<5her the task is not impracticable, if he 
has the proper assistance, and the ordinary conveniences of 
a 9^bol-room. But the larger portion of teachers, discour- 
asM by Itregular attendance and the multiplicity of classes 
give up in despair and adopt the old routine, and get through 
with hearing instead of teaching lessons. 

To aid those who experience these difficulties, and encotir- 
age them to persevere, a table of Studies has been prepared. 
It divides the children into classes according to their aitain- 
joefl4ii> Aird fixes the degree of knowledge required for ad- 
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the President of the School Board, to whom I am indebted 
for the tabnlar form printed in the appendix. If our Sohoak 
be organized according to this or some similar method, pa- 
rents will have a standard hj which to jadge of the progress 
of their children, and will know where thej ought to he upon 
the School roll, and to which class thej properly belong. It 
will provide an easy criterion by which every friend of public 
education, who will devote a little time to visiting the Sohool 
room, can test the skill of the teacher to organize his classes. 

The table is presented merely as suggestive of what is 
needed to systematize the work of such schools as for many 
years to come, will form the majority in our rural districts. 
Some plan like this will encourage the children to study, and 
will awaken an ambition to answer the questions whioh se- 
cure advancement to a higher class. 

To increase the interest of children in School work and en- 
liven that dull routine whicH active little minds abhor, an 
efibrt has been made with some degree of success to intro- 
duce into the Public Schools. 

Vocal Music, Drawing and CaIiIsthbnios. 

• 

Whenever the teacher has skill in any or all of these, exer- 
cises, there has been'marked improvement in the condition 
of the School. The pupils are pleased, parents are gratified 
and discipline is made easier because of contentment and good 
will. After the relaxation of a song, or the recreation of 
simple exercises in light Gymnastics, the children resume 
study with renewed vigor and interest. 

Attention is given in the State Normal School to all these 
branches so that teachers in the Public Schools of Maryland, 
may become competent to teach vocal music, illustrate objeoto 
by drawing on the blackboard and enliven the |mpils by the 
pleasing and graceful movements of the Calisthenics. Our 
object ought to be to make Schools attractive, and by persua- 
sive influences rather than by compulsory laws draw tne chil- 
dren to School that they may reap the benefits so liberally 
provided for 4hem. 

Travels of the Supbrintbndbnt. 

To give a detailed statement of travel in the discharge of 
official duties would fill a small volume. It would be a de- 
scription of the condition of the roads,*^the farms, townB and 
villages of the State. It would be a pleasant "narrative of 
hospitality received from all classes of citizens, of happy 
hours passed in hundreds of School houses by the wayside, 
among thousands of intelligent boys and girls. 

During the year every County has been visited, some of 
them twice, and also the Schools of the City of Baltimore. I 
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hayiB attended the State and National meetings of Superin- 
teadents and Teachers in Washington, Blmira, and Harris- 
burg ; have visited New York and Philadelphia on business 
connected with Text Books, have been present at the examin- 
ations and exhibitions of private Schools in Baltimore City and 
elsewhere, have regularly attended the meetings pf the Board 
of Trustees of the Agricultural College and whenever invited 
kav« assisted at the dedication of School houses, and united in 
the ceremonies connected with educational progress. 

In the performance of these duties, I travelled during the 
first School year ending June 30, 1866, 6557 miles, and have 
d^llivered over 100 lectures and addresses on Educational 
topics^ I have attended Teachers*^, Institutes and AssociatioBS 
as 6ften as other duties would permit, and have visited fre- 
quently the *^ State Normal School'' and the ** Normal Pri- 
mary and Grammar School.'"^ In the dischargcftt)f these 
varied duties, I have been the recipient of kind attentions on 
the^^^art of School officers and other persons which are grate- 
fully acknowledged and most pleasantly remembered. Ming- 
ling freely with the citizens of almost every section of the 
State, I have yet to meet the man who opposes public Ed- 
ucation. There may be diflTerence of opinion as to modes of ad- 
ministration and minor points of School government, person- 
al ipi^ference relative to location and style of School houses, 
somf)' complaint that Schools are too far distant from a por- 
^iott of the children or are not open the entire School year of 
ten months — but here, according to my observation, the objec- 
tionid cease. It will be a difficult task to find among the 
patriotic and intelligent people of Maryland, whatever may 
lie thbir political sentiments or denominational preferences, 
atiy who woftld withhold from children the opportunity of free 
education or who dissent from the proposition that the pros- 
perity of thi8 Commonwealth depends upon the virtue and 
Intelligence of the people. 

Indeed, so general is this sentiment, that it has not been 
deeined necessary to discJuss, in School addresses, the abstract 
questions connected with general education ; but to devote 
the time to an explanation of the Law which* provides the 
means for accomplishing the result which all unite in declar- 
ing to be most desirable. 

I, feel authorized to say that in Maryland popular education 
is ijot the banner of a party. It is the policy of the whole 
people. 

Local preferences may exist, personal discussions will 
always arise, newspaper editorials and communications com- 
plimentary and condemnatory will statedly appear, but apart 
from these and undisturbed by them, away down in the 
popular heart lie love of morality and intelligence and a 
determination to secure for every child the opportunities of 
thorough instruction. 



Travblling Expenses of the •Superintendent. 
• 

FrequiBDt remark has been nwide concerning the cost of the 
Sehool system and specially the heavy expenditure for travel- 
ling expenses of the Superintendent. 

It i^jproper therefore to state that the whole annual expense 
of tKe Superintendent's office for Fuel, Light, Post ige, Station- 
ery, Janitor, &c., is limited to $800, including personal and 
travelling expenses. During the past year the distance 
travelled was over 6500 miles and the entire expenditure 
less ijiaa $300. 

For the ability to keep expenses within this limit, the 
State is indebted to the liberality of the Bail Roa 1 Oompanieg 
and ^he hospitality of citizens. 

Private Academies and Schooijs. ^i2?^l 
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For the purpose of exhibiting as nearly as practicable all 
the educational facilities of the State and enable the Q^neral 
Aqaembly to form an estimate of the means provided for the 
uUoUectual development of all classes of children within the 
StdiiOj a record is presented by Counties of the Private Schools 
1^. Academies. 

Ttke tables which follow those showing theconiitionof the 
PuMic Schools, give the number of pupils attending these 
pjiTate institutions, the number of teachers employed, the 
cost of tuition, and, when practicable, the valua of School 
property. 

"fttken together with the record of Public Schools, they 
present a reasonably accurate statement of all the Schools iu 
M^land. 

rte reports of Colleges show the facilities for higher edu- 
catiiom presented by denominational Institutions. 

The labor to collect this information has been great, but is 
considered well bestowed ; as in no other way could the facts 
lie j^resented by which to estimate the extent of the field 
whieh the State School system has to occupy. In some of the 
comities private Schools have been discontinue i for lack of 
patronage, parents finding it to their interest and the good 
of tlieir children to send them to the Public Schools. By no 
surer criterion can the progress of the State School system and 
its adaptability to the wants of citizens, be judged, than by 
tlie aclvance it makes in placing itself where form ?rly private. 
Sb&ool6 were popular. When comfortable School houses are 
erected and conveniently furnished the public Schools will 
IXcoine the Schools for the entire population iil the Agricul- 
ttp*aJ Districts and in many of the smaller town^. Already 
are:ciitis;ens helping, by private contributions, t S build good 
bouBeiB and supplementing the salaries paid by t'le Boards of 
Schi^l Commissioners, that well qualified teachers may be 
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^Dgaged and the Public Schools be made equal to the beet 
private Schools in the State. 

Cost of Courts, Jails and Alms Houses, Compared wxth 
THs Cost op Public Schools during the Year Efronca 

June 30th, 1866. 

Ignorance and Crime go hand in hand. The antidote to 
»uch vice as crowds our Jails, is a sound moral and mental 
training. The Statistics of Penitentiaries, Jails, Houses of 
JBefuge and Alms Houses, together with the Asylums where 
the profligate and degraded are cared for, prove that crime 
and immorality are the result of neglected education. When 
proper iustruction is not provided for children, the seeds of 
vice are sown which in adult years produce an abundant har- 
dest of iniquity. Ignorance begets hardness of heart as well 
as dullness of intellect. There is neither ability to compre- 
iiend nor sensibility to feel the duties which pertain to niaa< 
.hood, and consequently society suflfers. It will be an inter- 
; esting subject of investigation to examine the statigfical 
Tclation which ignorance bears to crime in our own State. 
The statistics of civilization furnish ample evidence that the 
class of crimes consequent upon neglected moral education is 
lessened in those States which provide for the instruction of 
the whole people. An effort will be made before the close of 
another year to present practical information on this topic. 

Attention is now directed to the following table showing 
the amounts paid in Baltimore City and each County for 
Courts, Jails and Alms houses, taken from the official state- 
ments of City and County Commissioners. The sum total of 
more than one million dollars might be largely increased by 
the amounts expended for private and denominational asy- 
Inms of various grades and contributed for the support of the 
destitute?. If education is the antidote for crime, and pau- 
perism, tlien it may be asserted that the heavy taxes paid for 
the support of Courts and Jails will diminish as the moral 
and intellectual training of a community advances. 

The money paid for Public Schools in Baltimore City and 
the Counties is placed in parallel column with the cost of 
Courts, &c., that the public may see which is the more 
expensive, to educate children in the ways of industry and 
virtue, or to detect and punii^h crime. Multiply good Schools, 
and taxes to support paupers will diminish. . Disoontinue 
Schools and taxes to prevent and punish crime will increase. 
"When discussing the cost of Schools let those who ooiyplain 
look at the cost of Courts. Let them remember, that the 
fxpense of educating each child attending public Scbool, 
during the last year was only six dollars, while , the expense 
of a single criminal trial often reaches one thousand dollars 
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and the support of a pauper for a single month is more than 
that of instructing a child the whole School year. 

Total coflt of Schools TcUlcostofCoartB. Aliml 

in each (bounty. Panpers and Jalla. 

Allegany $ 27,696 61 $ 30,091 67 

Ann Arundel 19,960 31 19,820 78 

Baltimore Co 60,601 44 35,513 13 

Baltimore City.... 259,552 62 550,332 30 

•Calvert (estima'd) 9,021 76 6,000 00 

Caroline 10,357 19 10,335 72 

Carroll 18,394 10 16,851 34 

Charles.., 8,049 39 10,652 14 

Cecil 24,002 48 18,528 96 

Dorchester 16,452 75 23,717 02 

Frederick 36,35178 33,405 36 

Harford 15^655 50 11,510 52 

Howard 13,718 47 15,333 53 

Kent , 11,391 15 13,143 97 

Montgomery 11,459 81. , 18,601 62 

Prince George 13,042 88 22,762 22 

Queen Anne 20,10137 21,064 04 

Somerset 21,888 93 17,223 01 

at. Mary's 8,783 83 10,216 84 

Talbot 14,861 59 12,871 05 

Washington 39,655 48 33,074 37 

Worcester 13,626 05 8,184 06 



Total $674,525 49 $939,213 64 



Amount paid 

by the 

State for 



Judiciary $47,721 40 

Special Judges 1,652 60 

'"Penitentiary 11,000 00 

House of Refuge 20,000 00 

Amount paid 

by City of J> " " 25,000 00 

Baltimore for 



Total $1044,487 64 

Amendments to the School Law. 

Under this head I have nothing to add to the suggestions 
contained in the preliminary report transmitted by the Ghrr- 
ernor to the Special Session of the General Assembly i& 
January, 1866. 

In accordance with those suggestions and the recommenda- 
tions made by the Committee of the Association of Sc)i6ol 
Commissioners, an amendatory bill was prepared by the joliit 
Committee on Education and reported m the Senate. That 
bill embraced several important sections concerning the uai- 
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f(^^m series of Text Books, the State Normal School, huilding 
and furnishing School houses, and the local tax required in 
Bereral Counties to continue the Schools in Session as Free 
Schools, longer than the 6 months required hy the Constitu- 
tion and Act of Assemhly . In various parts of the Law, verhal 
alterations were made to correct ambiguity of language and 
contradictions or seeming inconsistencies, which resalted from 
the fact that there was no general revision of the whole law 
after it had been amendea and almost entirely changed, in 
some of its leading features, while under discussion in the 
Senate. 

Nothing was then reported which changed the essence of 
the law. No organic alterations were theu proposed nor are 
any now recommended. The system of Free Schools is in the 
main adapted to our wants, and nothing would tend so much 
to unsettle confidence in its operation, interrupt the progress 
of pupils in their studies or disturb teachers in their methods 
of instruction and discipline as changes, unless they are im- 
peratively demanded, and ar^ suggested by persons who 
coming in daily contact with the Schools, can fortify their 
recommendations by practical experience, derived from a 
close and intelligent observation of the condition and progress 
of the system of public instruction. It would be wiser to 
bear with minor defects and to contend against moderate 
difficulties^ tham to attempt any change by which modes of 
administration to which teachers and pupils are becoming 
accustomed will be disturbed. What we want now is a 
patient continuance in well doing. 

School Legislation. 

Here I ask the privilege to depart from the plan which has 

been kept in view in this report, namely, the explanation of 

the School^law and an exhibition of its work, and to discuss 

briefly the subject of School legislation. While studying 

closely the History of School legislation in every State which 

has adopted a system of Free Public Schools, one fact has been 

^most forcibly impressed upon my mind. It is that every 

man claims to be an expert on the question of Schools, and to 

* know exactly what a School ought to be, who is a good 

teacher and how he ought to govern his pupils. This is to 

vpff mind an anomaly. Gentlemen who are farmers do not 

X^ture to discuss dicta tor ially questions of law. Financial 

problems are not most properly referred to physicians, nor 

are clergymen invoked to decide upon the State policy as it 

c^uceruB Kail Boads and Canals. The manufacturing inter- 

if^ and mining interests are wisely committed to skilled 

;]gfl^hanics and scientific men who have made mineralogy and 

.geology a specialty; in a word, all specific interests are 

.jjresumed to be best regulated and most wisely developed by 



59 

those who have a practical knowledge of the suhjects to be 
diflcufsed or supervised. Why reverse the rule when we 
come to questions which affect the Free Public Schools ? Here, 
too often, the advice and experience of practical educators are 
not invoked ; every man claims to be a proficient and sits as 
special judge. Even those who are least educated claim to 
fce competent to select teachers and decide upon educational 

Solicy. Thus in many States the whole work of primary 
chooi instruction has been impeded by the theories of the 
ignorant. They who are most proficient in the arts of dema- 
gogism have aimed to be leaders in the plans, or rather have 
proved to be the chief obstacles in the way of sound legisla- 
tion for the moral and mental welfare of children. School 
work ought to be submitted to men who are professional 
teachers^and in all legislation upon this important subject it 
will be good policy for legislative committees to ask the opin- 
ions of experts in education, just as the finance and mechani- 
cal and Rail Boad Committees seek the opinions of Bankers^ 
Mechanics and Engineers when they devise plans to advance 
those important interests. Yet, according to my observation ^ 
this has not generally been the rule. The professional 
teacher seldom appears before the Legislative Committee, and 
School laws are too often enacted, as if the only important 
questions were, what shall the tax be, and how shall teach- 
ers be governed and controlled, lest they become too power- 
ful, instead of how shall they be encouraged that they may 
be more useful. 

Thus far the Legislation of Maryland has proceeded upon 
the right principle, and there has been a most gratifying 
readiness, m the discussion of School problems, to ask the 
advice of School-men, to leave the detail of school work to 
those who have practical knowledge of the wants of the 
School room, and of the proper modes of discipline and in- 
struction. This is a wise policy and I venture to suggest to 
thoae who are sincere friends of public education, that in all 
matters concerning Schools^ information ought to be sought 
from those identified with School interests. 

In the labors of the State Board of Education, such advice 
has been sought, and many of the suggestions of this report 
embody the views of the Association ot School Commissioners. 

To. make the State Free School system eminently practical 
and to bring to its aid the wise counsel of representative 
men, professional teachers were selected whenever practicable 
to act as School superintendents. That the State might 
profit by their collective as well as individual wisdom, the 
Oomipissioners united in an Association for the discussion of 
Scho^questions, and to aid each other by mutual counsel . As 
the d^berations of the Association refer chiefly to the admin- 
istration of the School law, the results of these discussions 
are api>ended to this report. 



A committee, consisting of Rev. Doct. Anspacli of Ann 
Arundel, F. A. Ellis of Cecil and Thomas A. Boullt of Wash- 
ington County, was appointed to present the views of the 
Association to the General Assembly and to advance the 
important iuterests involved in our system of Public In- 
struction. 

In connexion with all legislation upon School questions I 
most earnestly suggest the importance of consulting these 
gentlemen, representing as they do, a body of intelligent 
educators from different sections of the State, and coming firesh 
from the field of labor which they supervise, the difficulties 
and needs of which they fully understand. We can thus 
avoid the rocks upon which the School systems of other States 
have been wrecked. Guided by practical wisdom instead of 
theory, our Schools will be adapted to the needs of the child- 
ren, if they do not correspond with the ideas of theorists; 
they will be beneficial to the whole State, though they may 
not advance the special interests of any party. 

With these suggestions I refer again to the bill reported 
to the Senate at the Special Session of the General Assembly, 
Jan. Tth, 1866. 

School Kevenuks. 

These are derived from six sources : 

1. The 15 cent State direct tax. 

2. The Free School fund. 

3. State donations to Academies and Public Schools. 

4. Fines and forfeits. 

5. Interest on the County permanent School funda. 

6. Local or County School tax. . 

The local tax having been repealed to take effect after Dec. 
31st, 1866, the Schools of every County are left dependent 
upon the other sources of revenue at the close of the current 
School year, June 30th, 1867, unless provision is made for a 
local tax by a Public General Law, or a local law for those 
counties which, by popular vote, have signified a desire for 
such tax. 

Reference to Table H upon page 12 will prove the necessity 
of a local tax in all the populous counties if Free Schools are 
to be sustained longer than 6 months each year. The fifteen 
cent State direct tax, under the new assessment, together with 
the Free School fund, will yield ample revenue for all the 
Counties in which there is a large population of colored per- 
sons. These Counties can, without local tax, continue the 
Schools in operation the entire ten months ; while Allegany, 
Baltimore, Carroll, Cecil, Frederick, Harford, Howard, 
Washington and pechaps some others, require a local tax to 
supplement the State funds. 
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This sabject will undoubtedly secure, as it deserves, the 
attention of the representalives of the Counties interested. 

The rapid increase of population in Baltimore Gitj and 
the adjacent Counties renders a new State Census essential to 
a oorrect distribution of School money. The apportionment 
is now made according to the Census of I860, 

I recommend the passage of a Public General Law author- 
izing and requiring the County Commissioners of each County^ 
in which the people have signified their desire, to levy and 
collect such local tax as the Boards of School Commissioners 
may deem necessary to prolong the School term, to build and 
repair School houses, and to pay the salaries of School Com- 
missioners ; — the proceeds of this tax to be paid to the Treas- 
urer of the Board of School Commissioners. 

I also recommend a continuance of the fifteen cent tax. 

ScHooi^ FOR Children of German Parents. 

Among the pleasant and profitable incidents of the year 
have been visits to the large and prosperous Schools in which 
the German language is taught and the thorough system of 
instruction, prevailing in Germany, has been introduced. 
Without wisning to detract from the excellence of other 
Schools, I think it proper to mention specially the Institute 
of Prof. Knapp and the Schools under the direction of Rev. 
Dr. Scheib, known as the Zion Church Schools, which have 
been personally inspected. 

In these and other German Schools, more than 3000 child- 
ren are taught in the City of Baltimore alone. 

The rapid increase of the German population not only in 
the City, out in all parts of the State, makes it the duty of 
the State Board of Education to provide means for the educa- 
tion of the children, by introducing, when practicable, the 
German language into the Public Schools. No element of 
our population is more industrious and thrifty than the Ger- 
maui or more appreciative of the value of education. In 
proportion to its numbers it embraces as large a proportion 
of tax payers, as do the native born citizens, and is justly 
entitlea to favorable consideration in connexion witli the 
plans adopted for the promotion of Public Instruction. 

The Floating School of Baltimore. 

The following communication received from the Superiti- 
tendent of Public Schools in the City of Baltimore, refers to 
an interesting and important subject, and is commended to 
the attention of the General Assembly. 
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Office of the Commissioners of PtMic Schools ^ j 

Baltimore, Dec. I9th, 1866. \ 
Th the Board of Education of the 
State of Maryland. 

Chnilemen : I have been requested to present to your Hon- 
orable Body a statement in relation to the Floating School of 
Baltimore, and to request you to incorporate it with the other 
Schools of the Siate in the system, as ordei^ed by the law of 
the General Assembly. 

The School was organized by the joint action of the Oom- 
mimioners of Public Schools and the Board of Trade of the 
City of Baltimore. The action on the part of the Commis- 
sioners was authorized and directed by the Mayor and Oity 
Council. The object of the organization was the elevation 
of the profession of the sailor by the introduction of a syitem 
of instruction adapted to its peculiarities. It is believed that 
by such elevation of the profession and character of the sailor 
great advantages would be secured for our national and mer- 
cairtile marine. 

The School was established with the view of its ereoftion 
into a State Institution. For the accomplishment of this 
purpose, an act of incorporation was prepared and presented 
to the Legislature of the State, in 1860. The act was refer- 
red to a Committee,, but was never acted upon by the Legis- 
lature. 

The design was to admit pupils from each City and Connty 
of the State, in proportions determined by the population of 
each. Connected with the Institution there was to have been 
a Boarding Department, with every provision necessary for 
its successral management. The pupils were to be admitted 
without charge for Board, and with that of one dollar per 
term for tuition, and the use of Books and Stationery. 

The Floating School of Baltimore wats the first of the kind 
that was established on ship-bo&rd, the ship being afloat upen 
the waves. Institutions for the training of boys for the pro- 
fession of the sailor, were established in Europe, but tfeey 
were located upon the land. Ships and boats were provided 
for practice upon the water. 

Since the establishment of our Floating School, other cttieft 
of our country have followed the example, and therief are 
other Schools of the kind in operation. 

Before the war the School numbered seventy-four pupils. 
It was discontinued in 1863 in consequence of the withdrawal 
of a large number of the pupils, either to enter the army or 
to assist in the support of their families. 

The case is respectfully submitted to vour HonorAbld tftfthr, 
in the hope that such mcfasures may De adopted, as tii4y*be 
necessary for the resuscitation of the School and its ftttiirb 
support. Respectfully, 
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Repeal op the Tax to create a Permanent School Fund 

OP Six Million Dollars. 
So much comment has been made and bo much misappre- 
hension exists concerning the Act of Assembly, ratified by the 
popular vote at the last general election to repeal the s^ioii 
of the Constitution requiring a tax to be levied to create tt 

Sermancnt School fund, that the facts and principles of thffer^ 
ccision ought to be recorded. 

I recommended the repeal and sustained it by my Totei u 
a friend of Free Public Schools. Such was the sentitnent 
which controlled those who voted for the repeal in botli 
houses of the General Assembly. The desire then was, mA 
if I do not greatly err, is to devote all the available resburceii 
of the State to the present support of Public Schools. Thert 
is a present, pressing need of good School houses, qualifled 
teachers, and more complete appliances for work. We cdnhot 
without gross injustice to the children of the present gene- 
ration, devote one dollar of their money to those "if ho wiU fill 
the Schools 30 years henoe. 

When it is remembered that we are now building School 
houses which are permanent structures and will be used Iff 
our children's children, we are doing something for the 
benefit of posterity, and can claim that to this extent we are 
their benefactors. 

But apart from the present need of every dollar which caa 
be secured, grave doubts may be urged of the utility of such 
a permanent fund as will do away with the necessity fer 
direct taxation. The nearer such public interests as those 
connected with the Public Schools are brought to the people 
the uctter for the Schools. If they be supported without 
direct taxation; negligence, apathv, indifi^erence may be the 
lamentable consequence. But while Schools depend upoH 
revenue derived from the annual levy, the people who pay 
will take care to h&vo the work well done. Officers and 
teachers will be held to strict accountability, and the children 
profit thereby. 

For these reasons the repeal of the flith section of the 8th 
Article of the Constitution was proposed by the General 
Assembly and ratified by the people. Nor can any harm 
come to the cause of universal education. With fml codfi* 
dence in the progress of Maryland in wealth and general 
intelligence, ifTe can safely leave future generations to provide 
for themselves in this matter of Public Schools. 

That these views are correct, further evidence is given by 
the fact that. in many Conuties, among them Allegany, Bal- 
timore and "Washington, the question of a local tax: for the 
continuance of Schools longer titan the 6 months provided for 
hy the State revenue, was submitted to the populai; vot^ 
This local tax for present use was caii\A<i b^ \s^%.Y^\^^^^ 
largo &8 that which. repealed t\\e ta^ tot ^ ^^x\sivci^\iX»^xitA.. 
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Schools for Colored Children. 

On this subject I have no suggestions to make in addition 
to those contained in the preliminary report. I believe it to 
be the duty and interest of the State to provide opportunities 
♦f education for all who live within her borders ; and there- 
fore repeat the recommendation, that separate Schools for 
colored children to be under the control of the School Com 
missioners, be established in every district where 30 or more 
pupilfl will regularly attend. 

While nothing has yet been done for this class by the 
SItate, it is gratifying to know that the colored people, appre- 
^ting the advantages of education, are doing what they can 
for themselves, aided by liberal contributions from benevo- 
lent individuals, and the Baltimore Association. 
. In the course of my official travels, I have visited some of 
ihe Schools sustained by this Association, and cheerfully bear 
ie«timony to the good order which prevailed, the neatness of 
the larger portion of the children, and their remarkable apt- 
ness to learn. 

The following statistics are furnished by the Secretary of 
the Baltimore Association for the moral and intellectual im- 
provement of the colored people : 

Total number of Schools for Colored persons 73 

In the City of Baltimore 22 

In 19 Counties 51 

Number of pupils registered 7,30& 

In the City 2,500 

In the Counties 4,800 

Average attendance 5,645- 

Kumber of teachers 78 

Kumber of months Schools were open 9 

Total expense of 73 Schools, including Books, 

Furniture and Supervision $52,515 14 

Average cost of each School 719 38 

Average salary of each teacher 864 40 

Cost of each different pupil 7 19 

'. Cost of each average pupil 9 31 

, Coet of each different pupil per month... 80 

Contributions to sustain the Schools were received from 

Citizens of Baltimore $7,179 47 

Appropriation of City Council 5,964 35 

Associations in other States 15,701 55 

* ' Friends * ' in England and Ireland 3,848 68 

Colored people in the State 9,821 19 

Loan 10,000 00 

The ttochers of these Schools are trained for the special 
work of teaching, and subjected to a rigorous examination 
VcAm tiJnng charge of a School. 
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Reports of tub Pre'Sidknts of the Boards of School 

Commissioners. 

These reports are given in full as presented to the State 
Board of Education, that the citizens of each county may 
know the views of their principal School officer, and that the 
Legislature may have practical knowledge of the working of 
the School system in all sections of the State. They relate 
the hindrances which in some localities check the j^rogress of 
education, and the successful efforts made in other places for 
the henefit of the young. 

A careful perusal of these reports will leave upon every 
mind a conviction that much earnest and intelligent work is 
being doije, notwithstanding the many disadvantages and 
ohstacles which interpose. ' 

More might have been written concerning the dilapidated 
condition of School houses, the need of furniture aud out- 
buildings, the importance of having School lots enclosed, 
but enough is said to satisfy the most skeptical that these 
important subjects demand attention and prompt remedy. 

rfo persons in the State are more competent to speak of the 
Schools and their wants, than the gentlemen who discharge 
the important duties of County Superintendents, and are 
required to visit each School ^and test the qualifications of 
every teacher. If information of practical value be sought, 
' it ought to be from those who are acquainted with the detail 
of the daily work of the Schools. 

Conclusion. 

Having thus presented the history of the work accomplish- 
ed during the first year, of the Uniform System of Free Public 
Schools, I venture the liberty to appeal to the Honorable 
Senators and Delegates, to take these Schools in charge as 
the most important interest of the State. Let it be our hon- 
est pride that every child from the Alleganies to the Atlantic 
has the opportunities of education longer and better than tha 
children of any other State. Maryland can have in this im-* 
portant work a leading place, and be a light not only to her 
sisters of the South, but to those Northern States which have 
not yet embraced the true principles of Free Education* 
Already is her School Law sought by those who wish to per* 
feet their own systems. .;' f! 

Amended from time to time, as experience may suggest, 
the law will become thoroughly adapted to our. wants. While 
uniformity is maintained, there will continue to be such dis- 
cretion vested in each County Board, as will enable it to 
make the system conform to local necessities. Undisturbed 
by political agitation, exercising a liberal policy with refer- 
ence to all denominations, striving to select tea^hecci craitM^ 
5 
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fortheirvarii us positions, endeavoring in every reasonable way 
to rentier tlie system popular, by making it do a good work 
for all the p( ople, it will live to scatter its blessings upon the 
generation, which will ere long rise up and call those blessed 
who providf d the Free Schools in which every child can be 
taught. Tl e words of an eminent and zealous supporter of 
Free Education are true : ^^ In our time and in our country, 
no man is worthy the honored name of statesman, who does 
Bot include the highest practicable education of the people in 
all his plans of administration. He may have eloquence, he 
may have a knowledge of all history, diplomacy and juris- 
prudence, ar d by these he might claim in other countries the 
elevated rank of statesman ; but unless he speaks, plans and 
labors, at all times and in all places, for the tulture and 
edification of the whole people, he is not, he cannot be an 
American Statesman." 

Daniel Webster congratulated himself ^^ that his first 
speech in entering public life was in behalf of public educa- 
tion.. Education, said he, to accomplish the ends of good 
fovernment, should be universally diffused. Let. no man 
ave the excuse of poverty for not educating his offspring. 
Place the means of education within his reach, and if they 
remain in ignorance, be it his own reproach." 

Speaking of the%noble mission of education, the same emi- 
Dent man said: *^ If we work upon marble, ifc will perish; 
if we work upon brass, time will efface it ; if we rear temples, 
they will crumble into dust ; but if we work on men's im- 
mortal minds, if we imbue them with high principles, with 
the just fear of Grod and their fellow men, we engrave oa 
those tablets something which no time can e^ace, but which 
shall brighten and brighten to all eternity." 

L. Van Bokkelen, 
State Superintendent of Public Instttidion. 
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REPORTS OF COUNTY PRESIDENTS. 



ALLE&ANT COUNTY. 

Mount Savage J Allegany Co., Md^, 
September 19<A, 1866. 

To the State Superintendent of 
Puilic Instruction. 
Sir: 

Enclosed you will find ^' Report Tables, " filled as nearlj 
•as we are able to fill them. These ^^ Tables" so nearlj 
cover the whole ground, that they leave little in the way of 
statistics to be added. 

No mere statistics however, can give anything more than 
apartial view of any subject to which they relate. In this 
instance' they may tell us, e. g., how many children went to 
iSchool, but they do not tell us how many did not go. They 
may tell us the work done, but not the difficulties in the way 
of doing it. Absolutely, the work done might be little. 
Eelatively, it might be much. Thus figures, however accu- 
rate, though it is said ^Hhey cannot lie," may still fail to 
tell all the truth. I therefore add a remark or two supple- 
mentary. 

How the difficulties to be encountered in our work in this 
■County, compare with those to be encountered in other Coun- 
ties, I have no means of knowing, but certainly here they 
are not inconsiderable. As I have mentioned in a former 
report, we are greatly in want of School houses. Any one 
who knows anything of School work at all, knows how essen- 
tial a proper School house is to anything like success. There 
is less need therefore, that I should say much upon this topic. 
I will only express my conviction, that our work has been 
very much depreciated by using such places for School houses, 
as we have been compelled to use. Not much progress can 
be made in study where it takes nearly all the time to keep 
warm. Nothing short of burning up some of our School 
houses could possibly warm them through some portions of 
our winters. It is true, fresh air is invigorating, but child- 
ren must be comfortable, if they could study to advantacre. 
Other {ulacei? against which we are obliged to use, go to the 
other extreme. From beinjg basements or cellars, the whole 
or a portion under sround, it is impossible to ventilate them. 
In some Schools I have been made aick. vn \au mvccoX^ ^^x 
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enteriDg them. 1 say nothing, because there is no need of 
saying anything, about tke matter of health, about the tastes 
and habits of mind and body likely to be found in such places. 
If our little ones drink out of such troughs, they must of 
necessity become, mentally and morally, '* ringstreaked and 
spotted." 

Then some of our localities have no place, good, bad or in- 
different, which can be procured for Public School purposes. 
The second town in the County had no Public School in it 
last year, cannot have any Public School in it this year, for 
there is literally no place in which to have it. 

If I may be allowed to make a suggestion in this connec- 
tion, 1 would say, that in the absence of any other means, 
furnished by the Legislature or otherwise, it would be wise 
to suspend the Schools in this county altogether, for two or 
three years, and spend the whole money in the erection of 
School houses. The children during those years would not 
go wholly without schooling. Some provision would be made 
in the way of private Schools. Then when Public Schools 
did start, they might be what they ought to be, and what 
they do not now even seem to be. 

The question might arise about the law in this connection. 
The Legislature, if they will not give the money, mfght give 
authority to the State Board of Education, to do as they deera 
expedient. If not, then the law is, there must be six months 
School. That is, hij law this county must go for a consider- 
able time without proper School houses. Bylaw, the money, 
little enough at least, must be to a very considerable extent 
thrown away. All that remains is the same fact, we very 
much need School houses. 

Of course, only the people who have Schools know the 
value of them. It is not therefore to be wondered at, if the 
desire for good Schools does not here amount to anything like 
a longing. If it did, we should soon illustrate the old maxim: 
** Where there is a will, there is a way." We are not hcfw- 
ever without some progress. Two School houses have been 
put in thorough order, and brought up to the standard. 
Some five or six are in process of construction, all to be paid 
for, when the county can pay. 

Again, all the children do not go to School even when 
thev might go. The people, many of them, will not send 
their children to School more than six weeks, or two months 
out of a year. The Fall work keeps them well into winter, 
and Spring work begins before winter is well over. In seme 
respect we are a very enterprising poople. One teacher left 
last spring. School and all, to go to make maple sugar. In 
remonstrating with the people once for not sending the child- 
ren to School, one man spoke out and asked ** When or how 
lie was ever to make anything out of his boys ?" I am still 
of the opinion, there should be some law regulating this 



69 

matter. If the State has a right to educate its citizens, th^n 
it has the right to do it, and not simply to seem to do it. 

Again, our county is too large for one School jurisdiction. 
The difficulties arising out of this fact are manifold. First, 
the meetings of the School Board cannot be attended by the 
Commissioners, except at great inconvenience and expense. 
Then, to bring the number of Commissioners down to any- 
thinglike reasonable limits, makeseach Commissioner District 
too large. The number of Schools in each District may not be ' 
excessive, but this county must not be judged by ordinary 
rules. The greater part of the county is mountainous, our 
roads are uniformly and universally bad. We have few 
bridges across our streams. The snows gather deep in our 
valleys and along the ridges or across the spurs of our moun- 
tains ; the cold is severe. If a man leaves home for a journey 
of twenty miles, he cannot tell when he will get back, and 
though from the universal hospitality of the people, he may 
be sure of entertainment somewhere, yet time is valuable 
here as elsewhere. Nothing in the shape of School super- 
vision, in my opinion, can be better than our system of School 
Commissioners, but it should be carried out in its full spirit, 
to make it truly efficient, and no Commissioner should have 
a district, the remotest School of which he cannot reach so as to 
make a visit and get back to his home the same day. No 
man up here who is fit to be Commissioner at all, can afford 
in some of our districts to spend the time requisite for a visi- 
tation of his district, for anything like the present compensa- 
tion. Some of our Commissioners, to my knowledge, visit their 
Schools or attend a meeting of the Board only at a pecuniary 
sacrifice. 

Now all this applies with still greater force when viewed 
in connection with the duties of the President. I believe it 
is impossible in so large a territory, with so many natural 
hindrances, for any one man to exercise an efficient super- 
vision. The Schools must be open in winter time. Tnea 
only can our children, from ten years old and upward, be 
most easily sjiared from home. And that is just the time, 
when a man cannot start from this side the great range to 
go to the other side, with any certainty of getting there or 
of getting back again. He can make no calculation upon his 
time. Or even if nothing hinder him, to do any ordinary 
amount of visitation, will require a vast outlay of time and 
labor, to say nothing of exposure, personal inconvenience 
and bodily suffering. To give a clearer idea of the work to 
be done, I will give some statistics of my own work not given 
elsewhere. I have met the Board 13 times, made 14 addres- 
ses to the people more or less formal, examined 121 teachers 
(48 men and 73 women) at T different places, and 29 diflfer- 
ent times, written 8 public notices or articles, attended two 
general conventions, written 313 letters^ made ITS viavt^ t^^ 
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the Schools, spending generally half a Jay at each, and ift 
addition about half that number of visits to School house 
sites, and in the accomplishment of this work have travelled 
4401 miles, 2700 miles chiefly on horseback. Now, as I said^ 
I do not know how all this compares with the work done in 
other counties, but one thing is certain, a great deal of time 
has been consumed in the saddle, and on the road, which 
might have been spent to advantage in the School room, 
ft IS true, I might have saved some of these miles, if I had 
known as much before I started as I did when I got back. 
But in a County 100 miles long by an average of 10 miles^ 
wide, it is not easy always to get information unless one goes 
for it, and then one will often have far to go, and in a C!oun- 
ty, where there are no sign-posts to guide a traveler, one will 
often go further than there would otherwise be need of. 

Most certainly however, if the whole County is continued 
under one President, he should be released from the care of 
a district. In this County, the President has frequently to be 
away from honie two weeks at a time, sometimes it may be 
longer. Things in his district occur during these intervals, 
demanding his attention. Then when he gets home, the 
general work is delayed, or plan of visitation is broken up 
in order to attend to the particular work of the district. In 
a variety of ways the work of the Commissioner interferes 
with the work of the President, and the County could not 
help gaining by relieving the President of the labors of a 
Commissioner. 

What I wish however, to impress is this, that for a proper 
administration of the Schoel law in this County, the territory 
should be divided. The President should not have so large 
an area, the Commissioners should have smaller districts. 
There has long been talk of making two Counties out of Alle- 
gany. Whether the time has arrived for carrying such a 
contemplation into effect, I do not know, but certainly nature 
has divided it, and so far as School purposes go, the time has 
come for division. 

I am all the more free in expressing my convictions rela- 
tive to this matter, in that I have now no personal interest 
in it whatever. I anxiously desire to sefe Allegany County 
prosper, mentally, morally and socially as she has done, to 
all outward appearance, physically and commercially. She 
ought to prosper. There is no people naturally better en- 
dowed. The material is here, often not worked at all, often 
badly worked, still it is here, and all it wants is proper devel- 
opment and culture. Knowledge, mental, moral and social 
culture, are an unspeakable blessinj]: to any people ; much 
work remains to be done up here. May God give wisdoni ta 
air concerned, to do it well. 

0. Pbrin^dief, 

Pres, of Board of School Commissioners, Allegany Co., Md^ 



71 

P. S. The Table C of the schedule is imperfect. It is 
impossible to fill it. Many of the places reported as School 
houses^ are no more School houses than they, are stores, or 
churches, or Odd Fellow halls, being used for one purpose 
as much as another. The approximate valu3 of School 
houses, it is also impossible to give. 

If the average cost of Schools in this County seems large, 
it must be remembered, that there is probably not a more 
expensive County in the State to live in. Our County pro- 
duces comparatively little of all that is consume I here. The 
general commodities of life, except coal, cost more here than 
m our eastern cities. Board is high. Then ii the thinly 
settled districts, the Schools are small. On tie one hand, 
the number of teachers is increased, on the othir the cost of 
living. 

In reply to Circular No. 6, asking information in regard 
to certain questions, I have the honor to report : 

Topic Ist, '' What has been done towards or jjanizing the 
County High School ?" 

Answer, Previous to the resigr)ation of Ke/. Mr. Perin- 
chie£ a Committee was appointed, consisting of himself and 
R^y. Mr. Ross, to wait upon the trustees of Allegany County 
Academy, to see if they would not be willing to transfer the 
Acaiiemy to the Board of Commissioners. 

The reply of the trustees to the Committee was, that for 
the present they could not, that they had emplo/ed a teacher 
for one year, commencing with the 1st of Sept3mber, 1866, 
thus leaving the board to infer that, had the application beea 
mis^e in time, it would have been complied with. 

A,t the proper time, the subject will again be pressed upon 
the trustees, to transfer the said Academy to th 3 Board, and 
I think an influence can be brought to bear upon them, so 
that they will not hesitate to comply with the wishes of the 
Board, seconded by those of the citizens. 

TopiQ 2d. *^What action has been institutel, to secure 
the continuance of the local tax for prolonging the School 
term^, &c.?" 

Answer. I had a notice published in all our County 
papers, calling the attention of the citizens a id friends of 
ij^ducation to the fact, that after January ls% 1867, our 
Sdlic^ots would be entirely dependent for their s tpport on the 
funcls derived from the State alone, unless the c'tizens of the 
County express their willingness at the Novembir Election, 
for a County School tax. 

A meeting of our citizens was also called on Monday even- 
ing, the 15th, to consider the subject, at which time reso- 
lutions were passed, a copy of which I sent you, instructing 
the friends of Education how to vote to secure the desired 
end at the coming election. 
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I also called upon our leading politiciauB and pressed the 
claims of our Schools, but received no encourag^ement from 
them. Not receiving any aid from that source, I had a safiGL- 
cient number of tickets of both the political parties printed 
with the necessary words upon them, and hak a plan per- 
fected throughout the County to hold meetings in every 
School district prior to the election, so that the friends of the 
Public Schools could meet and mature their plans for work on 
November the 6th. 

At a time like the present, when political questions are 
agitating the whole country from end to end, and absorb 
every other topic, it is with much solicitude that I await the 
results of the action of our citizens for or against a Local 
Tax, yet trusting that our labor will not have been in vain. 

Topic 3(Z. *^ What are your resources for building School 
houses, or what plan do you propose as most likely to accom- 
plish speedily the essential work? " 

Answer, At the present time we have no resources of any 
kind, and will not have, unless by an act from the Legis- 
lature. 

The phxn thus far adopted by the Board has been where 
the citizens have erected houses according to proposed plans, 
that the Board should take the buildings at first cost as soon 
as funds accumulated, or a law was passed to provide funds 
for such purposes. In order to hasten the work, I would 
suggest that the Commissioners, with the State Superinten- 
dent at their head, go to Annapolis at the coming session of 
the Legislature, and press the importance of passing an act 
requiring every male citizen over 21 years of age, to pay a 
Poll Tax of one dollar throughout the State, in addition to 
any olher act that may be passed for School purposes ; thus 
in a shdrt time we would have a revenue at our command to 
place the Schools beyond any wants. 

Having read the Report of last year's work previous to its 
being sent you, I have not much to add to what it contained^ 
save that there is manifestly a mucli better feeling towards 
the Public Schools this year than last ; for instance, in one 
Commissioner's district last year in order not to have School, 
when the teachers presented themselves to open their Schools, 
citizens would ask an enormous price for boarding, so that in 
some cases teachers had to leave. But this fall, the same 
School districts have made arrangements to furnish board 
free for their teachers. 

I am also satisfied, that at the end of this year's work it 
will be found, that there has been an increase of attendance 
of children in the Schools all over the County. 

Our teachers as a class this year are 50 pr. cent, in advance 
of last year, and the Public Schools are supported this fall by 
some who were formerly their opposers. 

One of our most influential citizens congratulated me the 
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other day in the success of our city Schools. Says he, ^'this 
fall is really only the commencement of the Public Schools, 
heretofore I havo stood aloof from the Public Schools." But 
finding that we had some system in our Schools, he thought 
he would give them a trial and now is so well satisfied, that 
were things reversed, could he send free to the Private 
Schools, and pay to send to the Public Schools, he would 
prefer the latter. 

Sui'PLEMliJNTARY RePORT. 

It may not be amiss to add a few remarks as a Supplemen- 
tal Report to the report already furnished you by my pre- 
decessor. 

This, the second year of our Public Free School System, 
has just closed the fall term of the Schools. 

By comparing the work and Schools of the present year, 
with the same of last year to the end of the fall terra, we can 
form a correct conclusion, whether the Schools at this time 
are in a better condition, whether the citizens of our County 
manifest more interest in Public Education, whether the 
School system has worked its way to the better feelings of the 
citizens of the County, than one year ago. 

To this, I can safely answer in the affirmative. The Fall 
term of 1865 found our Schools attended by about 4000 child- 
fen. The reports of our Schools ending the Fall term of 
1866, show an attendance of over 5000 children, an increase 
of over 1000 children for the time of last year's report, and 
many more yet to colne in during the winter term. 

In many instances citizens stood aloof from the Public 
Schools last year, the same persons have nobly come forward 
this year to their support, and are numbered among the 
Schools' best and firmest friends, and would not to-day ex- 
change our School system for the best abroad, nor would they 
bo willing to transfer their children from the Public Schools 
to the Private Schools, which they have heretofore encour- 
aged, even if they could send free of tuition, and pay to send 
to the Public Schools. 

They see in the system, which our State Board has furnish- 
ed us, the elements by which the Schools of Maryland can be 
placed on a better footing, and in a much shorter period, 
than those of any of our older sister States that have been 
experimenting with systems for twenty or thirty years. 

They find live teachers in our Schools, who can teach not 
only all the branches taught in our Private Schools, but can 
teach them better ; they find our manner of instruction is 
more solid, more thorough, more systematic, than any of our 
Private or Select Schools, that they teach more successfully 
that which it is necessary for every body to learn. 

We let these facts stand fcrocid and /ree ^ox \\\^ <5y^q\>l^X5^i4 
of the Public Schools to get around l\\em, \l\^\%^ ^^'^^ 
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Many were the doubts of even the friends of our Public 
Schools when the new system was introduced one year ago. 
Some thought it would not live to enter upon a second year ; 
its enemies were sadly and its friends happily disappointed. 

It not only entered upon its mission for the second year, 
but it entered with Qew friends, new children, new hopes, 
bright prospects, and a will to surmount every obstacle that 
may present itself. One of the best tests to show the feelings 
of the citizens of Allegany County in regard to the School 
system, was made manifest at the late November Election, 
when the question *^For a County School Tax'' or against 
a tax, was submitted to the voters of the County. Some not 
very favorably disposed towards the system, imagined that 
the proper time had now come when by a coup de plume they 
could give it such a blow, that it would go reeling to the 
ground. But after tlie contest was over, the smoke ended, 
the sky revealed a bright face and the Official Returns re- 
ported 117 votes in the County against a School tax, whilst 
a very large majority was given in favor of a local tax for 
School purpQses. This too at a time when the political 
questions of the day absorbed every other subject. 

Let that vote stand forever to the honor and credit of our 
Mountain County. 

The citizens by their votes manifested a spirit worthy the 
mountain air we breathe. They want good Schools and are 
willing to be taxed for them. 

Having thus expressed themselves in favor of being taxed, 
the question is left with our legislators, whether they will 
oome to our aid, whether they will pass an act granting the 
wishes of our citizens. 

The citizens of Allegany County have not only manifested 
a noble spirit in sustaining our Schools by voting for a tax, 
but in some parts of the County have built new houses, which 
are the pride of the district. In some sections old houses 
have been remodeled, and made more corafoVtable than they 
were before. 

With the improved feelings of our citizens in favor of 
Public Education, there is felt, more than at any previous 
time, the want of a sufficient number of good School houses. 
In many School districts where houses are needed most, the 
citizens are least able to build, and with the heavy drain 
upon the treasury in the way of .rent, repairs, fuel, books 
and incidental expenses, the School board can do but little 
in the way of building. If we had good houses, the system 
of Public Instruction could be made an entire success in Alle- 
gany County. 

The State in providing a system of Free Instruction, has 
only thought in part for its boys and girls. 

The State has not fulfilled its sacred duty to its children, 
until it lias provided the proper legislation to give to all the 
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children oomfortable houses, and required parents under a 
penalty to send their children regularly for a specified time. 
The State that will first provide such legislation, will he fifty 
years in advance of any of its sister States. 

To make our system more nearly perfect, for God does not 
prosper any thing without his love and mercy, would it uot 
he well to require the reading of the Bible in our Schoolji^ 
mornings and evenings. 

No system of education is perfect unless the heart as well a& 
the head is properly trained and cultivated. We should also 
have some small work on Calisthenics for our Schools, not 
only for the improvement of the physical system, hut also to* 
give life and variety to the School room. 

When we attend to the physical, the mental and the moral 
nature, then will we have a system beyond all price. 

A sou<id mind in a sound body with a cultivated heart, are 
the necessities of the day. 

In order to accomplish the above, I would suggest in addi- 
tion to the reading of the Scriptures and a work on Calisthe- 
nics, that the State Board of Public Instruction should prepare 
for the Schools of Maryland a small Catechism, containing 
the great fundamental principles or beliefs common to all 
Christian Denominations. 

Unless we have something of this kind, many of our teach- 
ers will fail to introduce sacred subjects, or place them before 
their pupils. But with a small book of this kind, the pre- 
cepts of our Saviour would bp placed before all the children 
of the State. 

Before concluding this report, 1 would remark, that as my 
predecessor has placed before you most of the subjects of im- 
portance in his report, it is unnecessary for me to lay them 
again before you. 

I would also state, that with a fund of $12,000 less this 
year, than was at the disposal of the Board last year, we shall 
not be able to continue our Schools quite six months. I also 
herewith return thanks to the citizens of Allegany County 
for their kindness and hospitality extended to me wherever 
I have met them in the discharge of my oflScial duties. 

Very respectfully, 

James M. Siiober, 
President of Board of School Commissioners,. 
. Allegany Counfy, Md. 
Cumberland, Md, , 

November 24thylS6(^. 
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ANN ARUNDEL COUNTY. 

To liev. L, Van Bokkelen^ LL, 2>., 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Rev, and Dear Sir : 

As President of the Board of Commissioners of Public In- 
struction of Ann Arundel County, Md., I beg leave to Bub- 
rait the following report of our labors, and the operations of 
our school system within the County over which our super- 
vision extends. The whole number of Public Schools in our 
County is 44, all of which are in successful operation. The 
first district contains ten, all of which are supplied with 
teachers. The second and third districts contain eleven each, 
and the fourth twelve. All these schools are in good work- 
ing order. The number of pupils in each district is as fol- 
lows : the 1st has one hundred and fifty ; the 2d, one hun- 
dred and forty -six ; the 3d, three hundred and forty ; the 
4tli has three hundred and fifty-eight ; the two schools in 
Annapolis, three hundred and fiffcv. Total number of pu- 
pils, 1344. 

Although education has ever been regarded among all civ- 
ilized nations, as absolutely essential to the welfare of the 
State and the advancement of the people, it was for a long 
period the privilege of the favored few only, to acquire a 
thorough intellectual training. Education has proved itself 
iihe most powerful element in the civilization of nations, and 
as mankind progressed in knowledge, their institutions be- 
came more liberal, their laws assumed a wiser and more im- 
partial aspect, and the administration of their governments 
grew more humane. There was a period when it was thought 
that the masses were happier without any instruction ; for it 
was contended that if the common people were educated they 
would become dissatisfied with the position Providence had 
allotted to them in this life, that they would abandon the 
^various industrial pursuits in which they were engaged and 
•aspire to something not suited to them as a class. When 
this erroneous view was forced to give way before a more en- 
lightened and just public sentiment, it was stoutly main- 
tained that the masses should be educat<d to such an extent 
only, that they might be able to read the scriptures and join 
in the public worship of God. At a still later period, it was 
thought, that it might be allowable to educate the people s© 
far, that they might be able to write their own names and 
have a slight knowledge of Arithmetic. Even then it was 
found, that education did not spoil the people, for it was man- 
ifest that they labored more clv^rfuUy and to better advan- 
tage, because they had some ii:ielligence. Thus education, 
like every other noble enterpi i.so, worked its w^ay amid diflS- 
culties, surmounted the tho t formidable obstacles, dissipated 
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the dark clouds of prejudice, and proved itself a good thing 
wherever the people had access to the fountains of learning. 
These remarks are applicable to the difficulties which educa- 
tion had to encounter in all countries. 

When the foundations of our Government were laid, edu- 
cation and religion were recognized by the founders, as abso- 
lutely essential to its success and the happiness of the people. 
But notwithstanding, the linep have fallen to our generation 
in pleasant places, and our's is a goodly heritage ; there al- 
ways were, and still are, strong prejudices against i)opular 
education. In every State there was more or less opposition 
tC the introduction of a system, which involved the expendi- 
ture of considerable sums of money. It is not our purpose 
however, to give a history of the progress of popular educa- 
tion from its rise to its present state of excellence, our object 
is simply to show that human nature is now what it always 
has been. Strange as it may seem, we find within the limits 
of our State, opposers to our existing school system, both 
among the ignoran4; and men of intelligence. There are 
mtn of affluence with little or no culture, who for the want 
of education, cannot apj>reciate the influence of our Public 
Schools upon society, and hence in view of the taxes which 
they must pay, lament that the good old times have passed 
away, when men were allowed to rear their children in igno- 
rance and had nothing to pay. But it is still more singular 
that in communities where the people are generally intelli- 
gent, these same prejudices shoukl exist, since any one given 
to reflection and observation, can easily perceive that it is far 
better to pay even a high tax for the support of schools in 
which children are intellectually and morally educated ; 
where they are taught the dignity of man and the true ob- 
ject of life, where industry, morality and religion are inculca- 
ted, both by precept and example ; thus preparing our youth 
for the various industrial walks of life, than to permit the ri- 
sing generation to grow up in ignorance and vice. The 
school is a powerful agent in the formation of good men and 
good women, who by a virtuous course of life and by their 
industrious habits, become producers and not merely consu- 
mers, thus adding to the general wealth and prosperity of 
the community, by their exertions in lawful and honorable 
pursuits, of human activity. Contrast those who grow up in 
our schools, with the same class of children who are desti* 
tute of educational advantages, and i)ermitted to grow up in 
ignorance, and we shall find the expense incurred by the ed- 
ucation of the former, far less than the tax which is paid "for 
punishing the criminals who mostly spring from the unedu- 
cated classes. Even upon such a basis of comparison, the 
friendfi of popular education occupy the vantage grounil. 
But when we contrast the influence which these several clas* 
«es eseti upon the wprid, the subWme mWxow ^^ ^Jdl^ <i\yfe. ^^^ 
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the disastrous influence of the other, the glorious destiny of 
the cultivated intellect sanctified by divine grace, aad tie 
fearful future misery of the other, it is amazing that good 
men, men of cultivated minds, men who are good citizens 
and well-wishers of human society, who we might presume 
would exult in the triumph of virtue, intelligence and reli- 
gion, should be found arrayed against the cause of education. 
It may be alleged by those that it is not the cause of educa- 
tion which they oppose, but the system inaugurated amongst 
us. If such be the case, let them suggest modifications and 
improvements, and if found worthy, they will certainly be 
incorporated in the law. It seems however, but too evidcJht 
that in most cases it is not the system adopted, but the mon- 
ev which it costs, that constitutes the real ground of opposi- 
tion. It is true, a cheaper system might be devised, but it 
would not prove equally efficient ; and no money is spent to 
better purpose or should be more cheerfully given, than that 
which promotes the general good of society. In such a mo- 
mentous work as that of popular education, dollars and cents 
ought not to constitute the paramount consideration. While 
it IS the obvious duty of legislutors to have a due regard to 
economy in the provisions of the school law, the cost should 
not be permitted to impair the efficiency of the system. The 
State of Maryland has unquestionably one of the most excel- 
lent school systems that has ever been devised, and yet it is 
not much more expensive than other greatly inferior ones ; 
and we are fully persuaded that if intelligent men will do us 
the favor to visit our schools occasionally, to hear the child- 
ren recite their lessons, and observe the mode of instruction 
which our teachers practice, they will be constrained to ad- 
mit the vast superiority of the schools now in operation to 
those of former periods. The examination to which teachers 
must submit, and the frequent visitations of the District 
Commissioners and of the President of the Board, exert a 
very happy Influence upon the children, while these visits 
render it impossible for a school to be conducted improperly 
for any length of time. Formerly a teacher might secure a 
school upon the recommendation of friends, and as there was 
no one appointed to visit his school and examine his pnpik, 
he might, if he was incompetent and destitute of integrity, 
w)ute the precious time of the youth committed to his c|iarc09 
and do them a positive injury, by imperfect or radically 
wrong instruction. This eould not now hap^n. 
. During our visits through the County and intercourse with 
leading citizens, we are thoroughly convinced of the fact. Hiat 
Ihe two dominant elements in the opposition now manimied 
to our school system, are of a political and pecuniary charac- 
ter. This is all wrong. Politics should never be alloired to 
enter the Sanctuary or the School, and those who este^oise 
control over religious or educational institntions, commit a 
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flagrant wrong against God and mankind, by permitting 
their political opinions to exercise a controlling influence* 
upon their minds, when providing instructors for the rising 
generation. We never allow those questions to come in con- 
flict with our duty^ and we can truly aflirm that we do not 
know the political sentiments of any one of our teachers. 
We require first of all in our teachers a good moral charac- 
ter ; secondly, the needful intellectual culture, diligence in 
their vocation, and fidelity in the discharge of all their du- 
ties. 

In regard to the pecuniary considerations which some per- 
sons urge against our system, we admit that this objection 
has some force ; but after our schools are thoroughly organ- 
ized and in good working order, the expenditures in our 
County will be considerably less than they are now. A large 
outlay was absolutely necessary to build new houses and to 
repair others and furnish them so as to make them comforta- 
ble. All our new houses have vestibules attached to them ; 
these are provided with shelves and racks, where the pupils 
can deposit their baskets and hang their coats and shawls* 
Rev. R. Gr. Chaney, Commissioner of the Fourth District, 
presents a very gratifying picture in the subjoined report of 
* what has been accomplished in this part of the County. 

West Biver Institute , Md, 

Oct. 23d, 1866. 
liev. F, li, Anspachy.D. D, 
Dear Sir: 

In compliance with your request we furnish you with & Re- 
port of our (Commissioner) District. 

We reopened 12 Schools in September and are happy to 
state that they are all in successful operation, numbering 
from 15 to 50 pupils each. During the past Summer, we 
had 4 new Schools erected and several others repaired ; the 
carpenters furnishing everything, the School Houses cost 
about |650 each, beinff 18x20, 18x22, 20x24, 20x26 feet each. 
We have had 10 Schools furnished with new desks, seats, &c., 
(Mr. Soper's patent) thus making the School by far more 
comfortable and pleasant, both for teachers and pupils. 

We are happy to state moreover, that tve onserve an in- 
creased interest in our Schools, both on the part of teachers 
and patrons — (he new buildings — the comfortable neai and clean 
rooms, are commanding respect. In a single neighborhood, 
which we visited on a oeautiful morning last May, we found 
17 pupils in 2 old dilapidatied School houses. We have now 
2 new buildings with between 70 and 80 pupils tegistered, 
and the greater number of them are in daily attendance at 
School. One of the teachers informed me during our recent 
visit that his school-room was really not large enough 1 We 
believe that there will be an increased a\,\.^TA»i\ka^ ^^Tj^tewfi^ 
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throughout the district during the preseut year, although the 
. scarcity of lahor renders it necessary for a number of parents 
to retain their sons at home during the busy seasons ; yet the 
patrons of our Schools and the people generally, are becom- 
ing more and more thoroughly convinced that the neto system 
is far in advance of the old, and though not yet perfect ^ it is 
really doing a good work. We have now before us an ap- 
plication to reopen a School which we closed the last year 
lor lack of patronage, and a request to place in it a classical 
teacher^ with a, salary of between $500 and $600 — the patrons 
being willing to make up the deficiency by voluntary contri- 
. butions. In conclusion. Doctor, allow me to say that we be- 
lieve the Teachers in our District, the most of whom having 
had several years' experience in teaching, will compare fa- 
vorably with those in any District in the County or State. 
They are diligent, prompt and faithful in the discharge of 
their daily labors, and we anticipate a year of unprecenden- 
ted success. Very respectfully submitted by 

Yours Truly, 

E. G. ClIANEY, 

Commissioner ith District. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that we have not been 
idle, and that as much has been accomplished as could be 
reasonably expected within a year. We built eight new 
houses, repaired twenty and newly furnished nineteen. A 
few new houses are still required, so that, in a brief period, 
we shall have provided the whole County with substantial 
and comfortable school-houses, and if unhappily the present 
system should be abolished or changed, the people will have 
these excellent structures as memorials of the system of pop- 
ular education now in successful operation. We cannot be- 
lieve that men of culture, who have the well-being of our 
State and country at heart, would abrogate or materially 
modify the present system, until it has been thoroughly tes- 
ted. We are confident that in a few years its operations 
and results will have demonstrated its superior excellence. 
That there will be found persons who complain, must be ex- 
pected ; not only now, but always. There are some people 
so constituted, that they must grumble, whether they have 
or have not cause to do so. They would find fault with the 
plumage of an angel's wings, and are thrown into paroxysms 
of irritation by the moat that floats in the sunbeam. It is 
their nature to do po, and if so, let them grumble ; we would 
not, if we could, deprive them of that exquisite pleasure. 
We will, however, do the people of our County the justice to 
state, that so far as our i)ersonal knowledge extends, very 
few men have found fault with the manner in which our 
schools are conducted. 

As this report may come under the notice of teachers and 
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pare&t8, yon will permit me to offer a few sug^^tioDS to 
them. In our viBitations we bare been very much gratified 
with the evideaces of faithfulness on the part of our teachers 
generally, and the manifest improTement made by the child* 
ren. We would however, impress upon the minds of all 
our teachers the importance of giving attention to what might 
be regarded as minor matters. First, in regard to readingi 
we have found pupils in a few instances who seemed totally 
ignorant of the use of stops, and who would sometimes make 
a full pause at a comma, and treat a period as if it were a 
comma or a semicolon. It is highly important that tbi 
teachers should give strict attention to the spelling and read* 
ing of his pupils. They should be taught to enunciate every 
word distinctly, and carefully to observe the stops and under* 
stand their import. We were exceedingly gratified to find 
many of our teachers careful in what might be regarded aa 
small things, but which nevertheless lie at the foundation 
of good scholarship. We venture the opinion that the child* 
reu who enjoy the instructions of such teachers as Messrs. 
Nichols, Jones, Bid well, Jacobs, Dodson, Cornelius, Mrs. 
Ditty, Miss Chew, Miss Lang and many others in our Coun- 
ty, are as well taught and will acquire as high an intelieo^ 
tual culture as they could receive at any boarding school. 
The more advanced pupils have made great proficiency in 
Grammar, History, Chemistry, the Science of Common 
Things and Natural Philosophy. 

Having then these advantages, it behooves parents to see 
to it that their children are punctual in their attendanoe^ 
that opportunities are afforded them to study their lessons afc 
home, and thus secure to their offspring all the advantages 
within their reach. It is a matter of profound regret, thai 
along the Bay Shore, children in some instances do not atr 
tend half the time. Their parents, being engaged ih oyster- 
ing and fishing, often keep their boys at home when they; 
ought to be at school. 

And now^ having hastily passed under review . the operan 
lions of the new system in our County, we may be permitted 
to ask, in view of its manifest superiority over all that have 
preceded it, whether it is not the duty of every good citisett 
and well-wisher of the rising generation, to use his influenos 
in favor of the cause of popular education. Even Vt^ a tem-> 
poral point of view it is our manifest duty to do all i^hat we. 
can for the development of these youthful minds. But when 
we consider the nature of the human mind, and the gra^-i; 
deur oPits destiny, its noble faculties already thrilling witk 
the strivings of Divinity J and whidh may be fitted by culture 
to pass over all nature in triumph, observing all the crea*. 
thures by which it is encompassed, and congratulate itself om^ 
its own sape^iority, and point out .as proofs of its strengtki 
and greatifkessthe cbangcq w^ch hav^ beeu TNtQ\3L^\>»l\\Mei 
6 
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mergy, that bj its intellectual force and boldnees it baa aD- 
f nir^y tfae complete mastery over nature, and has made oar 
world a whispering gallery, so that men may hold almost 
iBstaotaneoiis conyerse with each other, though dwelling in 
the different capitals of the two hemispheres ; we may well 
ask, is there a work under the heavens at once so simple and 
jet so sublime, as the education of that mass of human in- 
tellect, which in a few more years will control the interests 
^ the Church and mould the destiny of the State ? Take 
care of the children, and the future men and women will 
take care of themselves. Educate these youthful immortals 
physically, intellectually and morally, and you provide the 
surest safeguards for the welfare of the Republic. Our pub-! 
lie schools are the nurseries of the future conservators of pub* 
lie morals, and of the statesmen whose influence will either 
strengthen, beautify and perpetuate our cherished institu- 
tions, or blight and desolate the fairest heritage on God's 
earth* 

Thb High School. 

At a meeting of our Board some mouths ago, the trustees 
<rf' St. John's Ciollege tendered us the use of buildings and 
the services of one or more Professors for the High 8chodl« 
if the Board would connect it with the College and pay into 
the treasury of that institution the appropriation now dona- 
ted to several acadeniies in our County. There being no ap- 
plications at that time, to have the High School located else- 
where, the Commissioners acceded to the request of the trus- 
ties, in view of the fact that we would secure all the advan- 
tages of a High School, by the payment of the academic 
ftind (eight hundred dollars) and incur no expense for build- 
ings or professors. This arrangement however, was never 
perfected. Finding that there were strong objections on the 
part of many citizens of our County to the location of the 
Hi^h School at Annapolis, the Board reconsidered its former 
aetion and appointed a day to hear the parties who wished 
to present their views in reference to the location of the 
High School. At the appointed time delegations from the 
Miilersville and Patapsco Academies, and one of the tmsteet 
and the President of ot. John's College appeared before the 
Board. An interesting discussion ensued, both parties pre- 
senting their claims in eloquent speeches. .It was alleged on 
the part of those who represented the academies, that if the 
appropriations which they receive from the County wert^ 
withdrawn, they could not be kept in operation. We also 
learned that the trustees of the College would rather with* 
draw their claim than awaken any unkind feeling throagh- 
ont the County against the College. In view of these and 
other considerations the Boanl resolved to postpone all fur^ 
At action on tlie sabjeot for the proMnt. Tba Aoademies 
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will therefore continue to receive the appropriations as here- 
tofore, until a High School shall be established. It is the 
opinion of the Board, that by this course the interests of the 
cause of education will be subserved in a greater degree, thaa 
by the establishment of a High School, the advantages oi 
which can be enjoyed only by the ffew who reside in its im- 
mediate locality, whereas the Academies are situated at dif- 
ferent points in the County. • \ 

The Bo ird would also suggest such a modification ,pf thft 
taw as to authorize them to appropriate four hundred dollara 
to West Biver Institute and to Dr. Nelson's select schjoblii^ 
the lower end of the County, and that these institutions, likll 
ihe other academies, be required to educate one pupil free (A 
charge for every $40 they receive. By such an arraugemenf 
the facilities for instruction in the higher Eoglish branch^ 
and also in the classics, could be extended to a much'^argi 
number of pupils than could be afforded in a Hi^h l^ho 
and at a greatly reduced expenditure of money. , «l 
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St. John's is the only College in our Countf. It hgs !beeii^ 
recently reorganized under the direction of its Presideqt^ pt^ 
Barnard. Having a full corps of professors and receLvin|t 
f 15,000 annually from the State, we trust that this .askcieu? 
seat of learning will again become eminently useful^ ., . .a 
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This is a new institution^ and has. only been in operatioii 
since last September. It is located near Jessup's (Sut op, tba 
WashiDgton Bailroad, in one of the most, highly iipprpv4 
neighborhoods of the County. It has had an ausptciQ 
commencement, and will, no doubt, command an.extj^nsi 
patronage. 

ACADBMIBS. 

'The Ann Arundel and PatapsQo Academies, tn^;, .^ ^ 
Biver iDstitute, under the c^reof feev. R. G. Ch^^j^ai|d[ 
Pr. Nelson's Select School at South Biver, are ilRj^in .|i, 
flourishing Audition. -'.**' 

I*. B. Aiwi^4ci^ \ 

.. : , ■ ■■■•■,'.■. .i i':-.!! .'l 
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BALTIMORE COUNTY. 

^cv. Dr. Van Botkdm, 
,. Stale Superintendent. 

Dear Sir: 
.Atone of the requiremeots of the new bcIiooI law made it 
^cumbent upon tlie School CommissionerB to select from 
^mong those holding certificates suitahle teachers for the 
idbooTi in their charge, the first duty of the authorised exau- 
bier vka to hold public ezatniuations. For rarioue reasour 
Ciese were deferred till the first of January. In the meaa- 
nme permits were granted tj> all teachers holding certificate! 
which, had heen issued by tlie oldlScbofd Board, but alt othera 

lafeiiig application were orally examined, and such as were 

iijsidereff qualified received peiinits which continued ia 
lorce until the time appointed for holding the regular exam- 
ination. Before any certificate? were issued, each school 
was visited for the purpose of acquiring a knowledge of the 
teachers' prai^tical qualifications, under the beliet that the 
ipjrit, if not t^e letter, of the law required ability to teach 
^V well as proficiency in the bniiiches enumerated in the 
p^tificates. Eight public examinations were held (one fof 
each Comnii«><ioner district), at which one hundred and twenty-' 
^ve applicants presented themselves ; fifty-nine ladies and 
•ixty-eix gentlemen; one hundred and one single and twenty- 
fi>ur married, one of the latter a lady. Twenty-one received 
certificates of the first grade; seventy-one certificates of the 
Second grade, and twenty-nine received permits. Four were 
eejected. Of the applicants, eighteen had never taught 
previous to the. introduction of the present school system} 
tWetity-four hid been engaged in teaching from one to three 
years : twenty-five, from three to six ; eighteen, from six to' 
ten; five, from ten to fifteen; six, from fifteen totwbnty; 
four, from twenty to twenty-five, and one, thirty-five yean. 
. fiuty-»x of the applicants were born in Baltimore Gunoty; 
waht^n m.'Baltimore city; four in Cartoll ; onfe in Kedtj. 
n^'ib-CtdeeD Anne's ; one in Dorchester } one in )Sontgom% 
ery; two fii Harford ; one in Charles; — making ninety-flr^ 
in Maryland. . , Ope in Delaware ; three in Virginia ; 'sixtefetl 
in FebbbyiVaHia; one in Massachusetts; one in England; 
five in Ireland ; one in Scotland ; and one in Cape Colony, 

Punishment : Forty-six use the rod ; thirty alternate be- 
tween detention and the rod ; twenty-five adopt detention ; 
e^ht give extra lessons ; four employ scolding ; one deprives 
of dinner ; one makes use of confinement ; and ten deprive 
of play. 

Eight of the teachers are preparing for other professions. 

The atatistical tables compare very favorably with those of 
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'65. Table D shows a total average attendance of pupils <^ 
4997, which is 792 in excess of that of the previous yeafj 
while the. total attenrlance of different pupils is 8630| or 55![| 
in excess of the attendance of '65. The surplus of average 
scholars over the total number of different pupils when com- 
pared with the report of '65 indicates a commendable thougl^ 
very moderate improvement in the continuance of children 
at school during several terms. j 

By a comparison of the total attendance during the yeaf 
with the census of children between the ages of six and nina^ 
teen, about five-sevenths of the number authorized by law ttf 
attend school were present, or about one-eighth more than 
attended any previous year from the first establishment of 
the Public School system in the county. This favorablg- 
change may have been effected by the wise provision in tha 
law which furnishes an assistant teacher to every 8choo| 
numbering sixty pupils. It has increased the teaching corps 
in the county twenty per cent, and thereby afforded additional 
facilities for improvement to the scholars. ^ 

During the year more than three thousand miles w6rf| 
travelled in making three hundred and twenty-seven reguTax 
school visits. With few exceptions each subsequent viai^ 
found the schools in much better condition materially, meih- 
tally and morally than when first visited. The teachers al* 
most universally appreciate the present school system, anA 
by a commendable zeal in their arduous labors have been 
generally successful in winning for it a favorable reception 
at the hands of the public. 

It has been found that wherever the school visitor hajf 
actively co-operated with the teacher and Commissioner, thq 
scholars have naade a progress far in advance of that made 
by others where this united co-operation is wanting. It is 
to be regretted that there are yet school districts iii th^ coun^ 
ty where it has been impossible to induce gentlemen to aei 
as visitors. 

Without discussing the comparative merits of ladies an4 
gentlemen as teachers, I have found the schools taught bv 
ladies as efficiently managed and governed as those tanghi 
by gentlemen. The prejudice existing against the employ- 
ment of the former is rapidly disappearing, and tlie a.88ertioi^ 
may be ventured that they will in a few years be sought foif 
in preference to gentlemen. j 

There aft two prominent evils in connection with tbi^ 
practical operations of the school, which urgently call fox 
remedial measures, viz., irregular attendance and tardinesni. 
It is true, the by-laws impose checks to prevent their occur- 
rence, but a glance at any school register will show that thes^ 
checks fail to accomplish the desired result. It is generalljr 
the case that the most numerous complainta a^^\w^\» \;^^O^ft\.% 
and schools proceed from parents whose daWOii^u a\X.^\A o\^l>^ 
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0fteen or twenty days each school term. They expect fifty- 
tfVe days' school work to be effected in fifteen or twenty, and 
Name the teacher for negligence when the fault rests with 
Cbemselves. When the expenditure employed in keeping the 
^^hools in operation, the embarrassments to success thrown 
tn thd teacher's path, the daily interruptions to the regular 
Auties of the school, and the injurious effect upon the scholar 
himself, which is caused by irregular attendance and tardi- 
ness, are duly considered, it cannot but awaken a deep anx- 
iety for a remedy. In my opinion a circular on this subject 
from the State Superintendent, put into the hands of the 
ieachers for general distribution, would accomplish much 
ipwards correcting these serious eyils. 
■ In the estimated value of school property (Table D) only 
khat, the title to which is vested in the School Board, has 
oeen given. The value of the entire school property of the 
county would exceed sixty thousand dollars. 

There are eight new school houses required to meet the 
wants of a growing population in the first, second, fourth, 
fifth, seventh and eighth Commissioner districts. In addition 
io this, table shows eighteen houses in ordinary and twen- 
ly-seven in bad condition. To furnish these school districts 
with properly constructed houses, having the necessary school 
rarniture, would involve an outlay of forty thousand dollars. 
iLs the receipts and disbursements of school monies received 
imder the present law, leave but a very small balance to the 
fcredit of the Board, it is evident that even a continuance of 
thQ same would render additional legislation necessary to 
ineet the pressing wants, which are most sensibly felt in 
Chose districts. 

Sanguine hopes are entertained that the Legislature will 
inake ample provision for the comfortable accommodation of 
%he children of every school district in the county, and I have 
too fears of their full realization. The public school has be- 
come a necessity, and those who promise to provide liberally 
fer its wants are becoming the most popular of our public 
Aien. 

The first year of the State school system has been a success 
in our county. Erroneous impressions madeupon*the public 
Inind before the commencement of actual operations, rapidly 
i^anished as the working of the system steadily progressed. 
It has a broader field for its action, a stronger influence in 
its favor, and more earnest advocates and supporters at the 
present time, than when the school law was first submitted 
to the public eye. The consciousness of these facts infuses a 
fresh Energy and zeal for a renewal of our labors, and we 
have entered with a warmer enthusiasm upon the duties of 
Ihe second year. From our brother Commissioners, whose 
ez/ierience under the old Board made them specially adapted 
^ discharge the duties of the iiew,^e\iaNe T^c^Vf ^d Mwit'orm 
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kindness and courtesy, and from the public in our regular 
vieitionsa generous hospi tali tr, which we gratefully acknowl- 
edge both personally and as an evidence of the favor with 
which the system, of which we are the humble representative, 
has been received. 

Respectfully submitted, 

B. C. McGiKN, President. 



CALVERT COUNTY. 

Prince Frederick^ Calvert County^ August^ 186B. 

To Rkv. L. Van Boekelbn, LL. D., 

State Superintendent Pnblic Tastractum. 

Sir: 

I have the pleasure of presenting herewith my first Annual 
Report of the condition of the 8cliools under my clvarge, and 
the operations of the Board of School Commissioners of Cal- 
vert County, during the year ending July 31st, 1866 ; but b^ 
fore doing so, allow me to offer a brief historical sketch of tht 
several School systems that have preceded our own, and the 
legislative efforts hitherto made for the advancement of the 
cause of the public education in our County. Such a review 
of the past, cannot be wholly unprofitable to those who, like 
ourselves, are entering on a new, and comparatively untried| 
educational era. It becomes us, as wise mariners, to take 
our bearings, that having learned our point of departure, we 
may be the better able to estimate our future progress ; be- 
sides, a just regard for those who have preceded us, demands 
a r<^ognition of labors, whose fruit we now enjoy; and I shall 
feel well rewarded for my toil amid the 'dusty records of the 
past' if my humble pen shall have rescued their namee 
from the forgetfulness of the present generation. 

Historical SKBrcn op Schools in Calvert Countt, prom thi 

Earliest Pbriod to 1865. 

The annals of our schools naturally divide themselves 
into three periods, each characterized by its peculiar schools J 
the first being that of Free Schools, and extending from 1^25 
to 1778 ; the second, that of Academies, from 1778 to 1854; 
and the third period, that of Primary Schools, from 1854 to 
1865. 

First Period. 

Though the wisdom of our forefathers prompted them to 
make early statutory provision for aecatvn^ \.\ift\Afe^i\\x'»j^ ^^^ 



education to the children of the State, at evinced by the 
legiHlation of 1694, '96 and 1704, it wati not till 1725— ninety- 
two years after the landing of the Pilgrime atSt. Mary's, and 
MTenty-one after the erection of our County — that we real- 
ised the benefits of their efforts. Under the act of 1723 *for 
the encourage men t of learning and erecting Schools in the 
several Counties of this Province,' a 'Public Free School' 
was established near where the County Seat now stands. * It 
was incorporated under the charge of seven 'Visiters,' f whose 
names still represent some of our most influential citizens ; 
thus indicatinjc the solicitude felt by the Legislature for its 
success. How far it realized the hopes of its founders, we have, 
unfortunately, no means of knowing ('Trojafuit, is nearly all 
the Becords announce.) It was, through theliberality of 'Geo. 
Plater, of Annapolis, endowed with one hundred and eighty 
acres of land, J from the cultivation of which, the 'Master' — 
who was to be a 'member of the Church of England, of pious 
and exemplary life and conversation, and c*^pable of teach- 
ing well the grammar, good writing and the mathematics' 
•^— derived^ his chief support. Whom they found to fulfil 
these requirements ; who ministered at this primitive Temple 
of Science, — it were idle now to inquire ; though as Rev. J. 
Cay and Wm. Hunter are entitled 'Masters* in the Records, 
we may indulge the conjecture that both in their day ruled 
lords dominant' in this Pioneer School, which for fifty- 
two years held undivided sway in our County. But a rival 
at length appeared. In 1775, Dr. Jno. H. Smith donated a 
lot of ground near Lower Marlboro' to certain individual8,§ 
for the use of a ^Public School', *to be thereon erected,' a duty 
which they appear to have promptly executed, as three years 
later (1778) the Trustees represented to the Legislature, 
**that they had at their own expense erected a seminary of 
learning, near Lower Marlboro', which for several yearapast^ 
had secured a sufficient number of students to enable a gen- 
denian of ability to take charge thereof ;" and being desirons 
of enlarging its plan, they petition to be authorized to sell 



* This same year (1725) an act was paaaed for the remoTal of the Countj seat from 
Battle Creek to its present site, which was then known as 'Williams' Old Fields.' 
—Vide Kitty's Laws. Md. 1725. ch. xi. 

t''^'^- Jonathan Gay, Jno. Rousby, Esq., Gol. Jno. Mackall, Col. Jno. SkmUi, 
Mr. Jas. Heigh, Mr. Walter Smith of St. Leonard's Creek, and Mr. Benj. MackalL 
— ^vide. idem. 1723. ch. xix. 

JThis land is described as "lying in Calvert County, eatt of the PaiwtetU i^tvir 
WMtof the Chesapeake Bay, in the bead branches of Parker's Creek." and derivM 
from the donor's Father, 'Greo. Plater, also of Calvert Co.' who had purchased it from 
Wm. Williamsinl704.— Vid.LandRec. June3,l725. The words iiw^ of the Patur- 
cnt River, imply, as was the fe,ct, that Calvert Co. at one time extended Wett oftlM 
P. River. Query: was this Oeo. Plater (the donor) ^Either to the Governor of that 
name in 1791? « 

{Dr. Ed. Johnson, Ed. Oantt, Ed. Reynolds, Pat. Sim Smith, and Thos. J. 
Obkggett. Vid. Land Rec. Calvert Co. Lib. 1775. The Th^. J. OiagffeU h»n 
•amed, was afterwards (1792) Epis. Bishop of Md. 
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the Free School buUdiugs and lands, and devote the pro- 
ceeds to their own school; giving as an additional reason for 
the sale, *that the Free school did not afford sufficient sup- 
port for a master, and that its situation made it difficult to 
procure board for youth. This petition was granted; — the more 
readily perhaps, from the influence of Thos. Johnson, then 
(xovernor, who was the fellow-countryman of the petitioners 
— the lower Marlboro' school incorporated, and the following 
year (1779), the Free School lands and buildings disposed ol^ 
to Wm. Hunter, 4ts late master and register,' for the sum 
of £1972,* to be applied to the use of this, our second Public 
School, which was to be thenceforth known as 'The Lower 
Marlboro' Academy.' 

Second Period. 

During this period, which extends from 177^^ — 1854 — our 
County possessed, beside that of Lower Marlboro,' four adr 
ditional Academies — viz: Prince Frederick, incorporated in 
1833; Battle Creek, in 1835 ; Island Creek, 1836-^and Plum 
Point, '1845. What degree of efficiency they attained, it 
would be difficult to determine, but according to the best in- 
formation accessible, it would seem that the course of instruc- 
tion varied with the demands of the Trustees, and the ac- 
quirements of the teacher engaged. ' Generally speaking, it 
was confined to the elementary branches of English, though 
at one period, I learn that an assistant teacher of the classic 
found employment in the Lower Marlboro' Academy. This 
evidence of liberal patronage and literary pretentions might 
be explained perhaps, by the fact, that this school was, at 
this time, in the sole enjoyment of the Academic fund of the 
County. This fund, amounting to $800 annually, I would 
remark en passant, underwent singular transitions. In 179S) 
the very year that gave birth to the Lower Marlboro' Acade- 
my, it was assigned by the Legislature, to the use of Charlotte 
Hall Seminary, for the benefit of which school, Prince G-eorge, 
St Mary*s and Charles Counties, had previously made the 
same disposition of their Academic funds— >and in returui 
Calvert was allowed the joint management of thattime*hon- 
ored Institution ; in 1817 it was wichdrawn from Charlotte 
Hall, and assigned to the use of the Commissioners of the 
Free School Fund of our County, to be distributed in common 
with the latter fund for the education of indigent children, 
for whose benefit it was annually applied till 1821, when, by 

* The CSommistioners efliiKctmg the sale, were, as appears bj a deed bearing d«(H 
1*779. Chas. Grahame, Wm. Fitzhugh and Thos. Ghew.~(yide Lib. 8.S. fol. 198* 
Land Rec. Gal. Go.) The sum obtained was more than the same tract would bring 
now, and this might have been due to improYements on- them. Tradition indeed tellt 
OS of a Qrist and a Fulling Mill ; no trace of which now exists, ei^pt aa eM- 
hankment, still known as 'Hunter's mill-dam.' 



an act of that year, it was for the first tirae appropriated to 
its legitimate use as a donation to Lower Marlboro' Academj. 
Sach of the other Academies mentioned, received as thej 
were snccessively established, a share of this donation^ until 
bj repeated divisions and subdivisions, a sum, that was orig- 
inally barely sufficient to maintain rme reputable school, was, 
by its dilution, rendered comparatively useless to any. Dur- 
ing the period under consideration, these five Academies 
constituted down to the establishment of the Free School 
Fund inl816, our only public schools — system there was none: 
We were in a transition state as regards Education. From 
the year last named, the Academies began to lose their dis- 
tinctive character, and either from their inefficiency, or the 
increasing necessities of the people, numerous privo/c schools 
erected by individual, or neighborhood enterprise, were 
springing up to compete with them for a share of public 
patronage. Under the acts of 1816, '21 and '27, nine Com- 
missioners were annually appointed by the Legislature, for 
the distribution of the Free School Fund in our County, at 
the rate of $10 per capita, per annum, for the education of 
each 'indigent' scholar, who might, at the discretion of the 
Commissioner, be assigned to any school, public, or private; 
most of the so-called private schools were largely dependent 
on the Free School Fund for their support. The only fur- 
ther change affecting our schools during the remainder of 
this medicevcd period, was, that by the act of 1837, the Or- 
phans' Court was made the custodian of the Free School Fund, 
and given the power, in lieu of the Legislature, of appoint- 
ing the Commissioners for its distribution;a change of doubt- 
fnl utility, as it did not prevent a very loose administration 
of the funds. The teacher's account for the attendance arid 
tuition of ^charity scholars,' as they were styled, had, before 
payment by the Orphans' (/(uirt, to l)e endorsed by a com- 
missioner, and attested by the claimant ; yet even these pre- 
cautions were not always sufficient to insure its correctness, 
in evidence of which, many of these accounts now in ray pos- 
session, show an attendance of the same children credited to 
two different schools at the same time; such errors might 
readily escape the notice of the Orphans' Court— engrossed as 
it generally was at the time of auditing these accounts 
with its ordinary legal duties. 

Third Period, 

We have now reached a period when the fragmentary ele- 
ments, (^rari nantes in gurgite vasto,') that had been accu- 
mulating for more than seventy-five years, were to be given 
shape and be embodied in to some degree of system. In 1854 
an act was passed '*for the establishment of Primary Schools 
in Calvert County, and the consolidation of its Primary and 
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Academy Funds."*. It provided for the districting of tliQ 
County; the examinations and qualification of teachers; tbo 
election of Trustees for the employment of the teachers, and 
the general management and supervision of the schools; they 
were also empowered to levy Tuition Fees — if they deemed 
necesRary. The teacher was required to keep a diary of the 
attendance of pupils, upon the presentation of winch to the 
Orphans' Court,(who were still left custodians of the school 
funds) endorsed by the Trustees, to the efiect that the 'diary 
was correct, and that the school had been in operation undef 
the charge of a duly qualified teacher, for the previous six 
months; the school was entitled to draw its annual donation 
of $200 — or, if the attendance was large, — of $300, such is a 
meagre outline of a law under which the chaotic condition 
of onr schools was reduced to some degree of uniformity and 
order. This system was in 1860, superseded by one estab? 
lishing 'Free 8chools,'t and reco^cnizing the principle, sinoe 
adopted by the State, and engrafted on our own, that ^^ik$ 
privileyes of the schools are aJike the property of all Ihe ctW- 
zenSj and that the property of all is equally hound for their sup* 
port ;'* in accordance with which it abolished Tuition Fees, 
and resorted — when the State funds failed — to general County 
taxation. These were its distinctive features ; in minor 
details it resembled its predecessor, — a resemblance rendered 
still closer by the subsequent amendment of 1862, J — which, 
by requiring the exaction of Tuition Fees, and abolishing 
the power of general taxation, remanded the Schools to the 
system of 1854. Both systems (1854 and I860,) were, itia 
but just to say, far in advance of all that had preceded them, 
and either, notwithstanding their theoretical difference, 
might, in the hands of agents as intelligent and zealous as 
their framers, have secured for our schools a higher degree of 
efficiency than they actually attained — a failure iairly attri* 
butable to defects for which no mere statutory provisions can 
provide an adequate remedy, viz : the indifference, or incom* 

Setence of those to whom the immediate supervision of the 
chools was too often entrusted. Nevertheless the originar 
tors of both systems have the proud consciousness of having 
' done the State some service in laying the foundations ot 
our educational edifice so broad and deep, that after -buildets 
may modify, but cannot wholly efface the impress of their 
labors. To have done (Ms is enough to satisfy the most amr 
bitious, for ' quid munus BtpubUc(» majus^ mdiusve afferr€ 
possumuSj quarn si fuvenium docemus^ et bene erudiwus f" 

Having thus endeavored to trace the rise and progress of 
our schools, from the earliest period, to the adoption of the 



* Coromonly called from its originator (Jas. A. Bond, Esq..) ^Bond's Law* 
f Called from its frainer (James T. Briacoe, Ebk^.,^ ^ l&ite»»« %\a2ii ^ 
t Amended by B. D, Bond, Esq. 
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present system, it remains for me to detail the operations of 
the Board, and the condition of the Public Schools for the 
past year. From the multiplicity of events and dnties that 
claimed our attention during the year just closed, it is a mat- 
ter of some difficulty to select those best fitted for presenta- 
tion, in my Report. Perhaps, however, an intelligent view 
of our labors, and the working of the Schools, may be ob- 
tained from a consideration of the following topics, viz : 1st, 
Districting the County ; 2d, School Lots, Furniture and 
Houses ; 3d, Examination of Teachers ; 4th, Visiting and 
Examination of Schools ; 5th, Text-books and Stationery ; 
8th, Teachers' Association ; and 7th, Finances. 

DiSTRICTIKG THE CoUNTY. 

As this was considered a matter of primary importance, 
it engaged the early attention of the Board. At its second 
meeting, a Committee, consisting of Robert W. Yoe, Com- 
missioner, the Secretary and myself, was appointed to ex- 
amine into the limits of the existing School Districts, and 
report what changes (if any,) were necessary. We were re- 
quired, '* aft^r furnishing ourselves with such copies of the 
Returns of former Commissioners as could be procured, to 
visit, in person, the several School Districts ; familiarize 
ourselves with their natural features ; ascertain, as nearly 
as possible, the population ; examine into the condition and 
location of the houses, and obtain such other information as 
might be necessary to enable the Board to form an intelligent 
opinion on the subject." The Committee performed the 
duty faithfully, though one of no little labor, involving as 
it did, a travel of some two hundred miles, and occupying^ 
their attention, with one short exception, from the 4th of 
August to the 8th of September, following. Their Report is 
before me, in which they state * that the existing division 
(made under the provision of the Act of 1854,) was effected 
by the division of each Election District, separately. The re- 
sult was, that while some degree of uniformity in territory 
a^iid population was attained m laying off the more central 
School Districts, those formed al >ngthe border of the Elec- 
tion Districts — having to conform to this boundary — were 
often so irregular in size and shape, that it was impracticable 
to 80 locate a house in their limits, as to be accessible to the 
majority of the residents. The changes subsequently made 
by the several Boards of School Commissioners, to remedy 
this defect in the original divisions, only rendered the mat- 
ter worse ; for though affording some temporary relief, yet as 
each alteration had to be made by encroacliing, more or less, 
upon adjoining Districts, it served but to increase the want 
of uniformity, until — at the date of the Report — the areas 
of the several School Districts varied from three to ten square 
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miles ; the number of families in each, from nineteen to ftftyt 
eighty and the number of children, from fifty toione hundred 
and sixty-five I The obvious^ and indeed, only remedy for 
this state of things, was to re-district the County as a wliole^ 
without regard to election or other artificia.! liaes." This 
Beport was adopted, and the Committee instructed '^ to pro* 
cure a map of the County, and have it laid off into School 
Pistricts of not more than three miles square, and as nearly 
rectangular as the configuration of the County, and a due 
regard to the convenience aud equalization of the population, 
would permit." This was readily done by aid of a map of 
the County, obtained from Mr. S. J. Marteuet, the enterprii»- 
ing publisher of our State map, to whose general accuracy aa 
a surveyor, as well as that of his assistant^ Mr. J. D. BbodeSi 
our own map bears ample and daily testimony. Plats of 
each School District, drawn by the Secretary of the Board, 
accompanied with a description of the metes and bounds of 
each; together with a notice requiring '^ all objections to 
the proposed division, to be made in writing to the Board, on 
or before two months from the date of notice *' were posted 
up in each District. At the expiration of the period named, 
no valid objections having been offered, the proposed division 
was confirmed by the Board. . Under this division — which it 
is hoped, will obviate the necessity of future changes — our 
County embraces three Commissioner and twenty-five School 
Districts ; the first Commissioner District containing eight 
School Districts \ the second Commissioner District, nine 
School Districts, and the third, or most northerly, eight 
School Districts ; and each School District b&ving an area pf 
about nine square miles ; thus bringing every child — wher^i 
the houses are centrally located, as the Board designs — within 
easy distaqce of a school. All but five of the newly formed 
Districts arc supplied with houses; thoseyet vacant will be 
furnished as fastaa our means, and the increase of popular 
tion, justify it. Until this is accomplished, each child is al-* 
lowed to attend, the school nearest its own residence. 

School Lois, FnBNi;iu&K AJsa> Hodsb Lots. 

,'We were subjected to no inconsiderable, consumption of 
time and money, in investigating and perfecting titles to 
Bcl)idol sites, upon which houses had been erected at public 9%r 

Eense, but. for w];iich no title, or at best^.an imperfect one, 
ad been secured.'- iV^e have, however, the satisfaction to 
stf^te thai All the Fuplip , School Property ia now properly 
vested in the. Board.. 

■;.■:;.;, ,^::„..^ ■ ftoki^w... ■.. , 

< 
■ . ' ' . ■ ' ■ ' 

^ l^he^Boardat one^time cpntf^p^pl^tedthe. introductioa pf . 
improved desks into all the schools, but on ex^xcmi^Vv^tL^Hss^^xA 
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but one house, the size and condition of which^ justified it. 
In thd remainder, it would have been a waste of space and 
money y as the houses were either too small to admit sufficient 
desks to accommodate the cliiMren attending, or too dilapi- 
dated to preserve the furniture from injury. The only course 
left us for the present, was to put the primitive furniture we 
foutid, in as good condition as possible; and this was done. 
Black-boards — those indispensable auxiliaries to intelligent 
teaching — are being supplied as rapidly as possible, to all 
the schools. In evidence of zeal in procuring illustrative ap- 
paratus, I would mention that Schools No. 3, first Commis- 
sioner District ; No. 6, second Uommissioner District, and 
No. 4, in the third Commissioner District, have furnished 
themselves, bv voluntary subscription, with Pierce's Magne- 
tic Globe. We hope to see other schools following this com- 
mendable example. It is the intention of the Board to fur- 
nish each school with a State map, and a set of outline maps 
a0 soon as they can be procured. 

School Houses. 

The objectionable condition of our buildings has been a 
subject of frequent and earnest solicitude to the Board. With 
the utmost willingness to pursue your judicious advice '^ to 
give all possible attention, and secure all attainable means 
to building the Teacher's Workshop," we had reason to fear 
that the resources at our command were wholly inadequate 
for the purpose. To attempt it, in our circumstances, seemed 
but a repetition of the Egyptian task of ' making bricks with- 
out straw.' To invoke the aid of voluntary subscription 
from the people, or to look to that ^ improved public taste,' 
80 confidently predicted at our last State Convention of Com- 
missioners, was equally hopeless. Alas ! '^ since the Fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were :" in evidence of 
which, we could point to more than one unsightly structure 
which had cumbered the ground for years^ and tor aught we 
could see, would continue to do so, while wind and weather 
permitted. Though I ought, perhaps, to add in extenuation 
of the unmitigated ugliness of one of these so-c6lled school 
houses, that it was not born such, but from a bam, ^ growed 
tgp/ topsy-like, to its present use. After a careful estimate 
of our means, we determined on repairing the old houses as 
folly as their condition and value justified, and erect two 
new bouses, urgently needed. This was all we dare attempt^ 
and more than wc would have attempted, had we been as- 
stred.of the lailureof the County Commissioners' td^lend us 
the pecuniary aid we had a right tp expect. Kievertheless^ 
we have the gratification of knowing that something has 
been done towards placing the system on a firm tooting. 
During the vacation, the old houses were, more or lessi 
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thoroughly repaired, and two new ones erected. These latter 
buildiugs are of the best materials and fiaish, aixd built in 
contbruiitv to Plan No. 1, i'uruished by the iState Board, ex- 
cept iu some unimportaut particulars ; the end window waa 
dispensed with, to obtain more black-board surface ; one of 
the front doors to main room was omitted, and the teacher's 
platform removed to the rear end of same room. The size 
of main room is 24x24 ; of the vestibule 8x15. Before 
building, the Board advertised both in the City and our 
County for proposals. The lowest bid received lor either 
house, was $1,530, which was rejected in the hope that by 
employing the workmen, and purchasing the materials our- 
selves, some saving might be elfected. ^lotwithstanding the 
utmost economy used, the expense was much larger than 
we anticipated; owing, not only to the high price ot lumber^ 
but to the iact that nothing was contributed, either in trame/ 
hauling, or labor, towards lessening our expenditure. 
Everything, from the lot to the beltry had to be purc/iased. 
However, they are completed and furnished with improved 
desks, and the people may congratulate themselves on having 
procured, through the liberality ot the 2Siate, two school 
houses, that for size and appearance, will bear a lavorable 
comparison, with any others, of like plan, in Maryland. 
One of these houses is so located as to be accessible to the 
children of three adjoining Districts ; thus relieving us of 
the cost of maintainmg two additional schools, and in timey 
will more than compensate us for the expense incurred. The 
other new building supplies the place of a school liouse de- 
stroyed * by fire. J5'or tue expenditure for buildings and 
repairs, 1 refer you to the Treasurer's Ueport. 

Examination of Taachebs. 

On the 8th August, 1865, applicants for schools were noti- 
fied to file with the Board, such testimonials of character^ 
capacity and loyalty as they might possess. On the evidence 
thus attbrded, permits were granted tor 60 days, at the ex- 
piration of which the holders were required to appear for 
examination. The interval was employed in ascertaining^ 
by visits to the schools, the practical ability of the tt^acherSi 
and in preparing some suitable mode of conducting the ex- 
i^mination. For this purpose a tolerably comprehensive series 
Ol questions oi^ the elementary branches was compiled, sufiSl- 
cieutly full and varied to permit of a different selection for 
each examinee. The examination was conducted in writings 
and the reoord, after being carefully examined, hied with 
the Board. 8ixty-six per cent, was the minimum standard 
required tor qualification in either grade. • 

The first examination was held in October, 1865 ; the last, 
in July,' 66 ; the majority in January* Omitting tfcie rejj^cu^^ 
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candidates, 25 certificates of qualification hare been isamedy 22 
of which were second, and 3 first grade, to 16 men and 9 
women. The average age of all candidates was 30*2 years ; 
their average experience Qfi years. Ten of the whole number 
were married. The average number of questions given each 
candidate in all branches, was 80 ; the average per cent, 
made, 82 ; a result of which they may feel justly proud. In- 
deed, I do not hesitate to say, that our corps of teachers need 
not fear comparison with the same number of similar grade 
anywhere. 

Visiting and Examination op Schools. 

All the schools were examined during the course of the 
year ; those of the second district, quarterly ; those of the 
other dioiricts, as often as time permitted. Besides which, 
several of the gentlemen acting as 'Visitors' in my district,* 
held examinations in their respective schools, when other 
duties forbid my attendance, and reported the result to the 
Board ; for which I here tender them my thanks. Towards 
the close of the year, I visited all the schools throughout the 
county, and personally examined each of the pupils — num- 
bering over 500 — in attendance at the time of my call ; noting 
the standing and proficiency of each pupil, and the general 
condition of the school. The information derived from this 
examination, and from the annual reports of the teachers, 
has been embodied in the exhibit marked B herewith an- 
nexed, which will perhaps I'urnish a more correct .general 
view of our schools, than any mere verbal description. 

While the schools show a decided improvement oh the 
past, in the faithfulness and zeal of the teachers, and, as a 
natural consequence, a better attendance and greater studi- 
ousness of their pupils, yet I was pained to observe that the 
classification of the scholars and mode of instruction were 
still very imperfect. The former indeed seemed as often 
gfuided by the size and age of the pupil, as by his capacity" 
and scholarship. Some excuse for this might, however, be 
found in the want of familiarity on the part of the teachers, 
with the text books lately introduced, and their consequent 
inability, till aided by further experience, to adapt the selec- 
tion to the individual capacity of the child. Be the expla- 
nation what it may, the error in question demands prompt 
correction, and I have accordingly introduced into all the 
schools, until something better ofi'ers, the system of classifi- 
cation exhibited in the statement herewith annexed. It 
embraces, as you will perceive, a Primary Departrnent 
and a Grammar Department ; the former divided into' 

I • n • I I I II ■■ . . 

* The gentlemen referred to, were Drs. Duke, Dorsej and Sedwick, ^d Jno^ T^ 
Bond^&q. 
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four grades, the latter into two. The grades in each depart- 
ment may be subdivided into as many classes as the relatiye 
capacity of the scholars requires. The examinations for 
transfer to a higher grade are to be held at the close of each 
term by the Commissioner, or teacher, and the result embo- 
died in the term report of the teacher, by placing a plus (4-) 
mark opposite the names of those pupils meeting the stand- 
ard of proficiency required, and a minus mark ( — ) if they fail: 
the examination for class transfer to be held, if practicable^ 
at the beginning of each month by" the visitor, or teacher, 
and the result reported to the Board by the former. 

For further details of the grading adopted, I again respect- 
fully refer you to the statement annexed. 

I hope, if my imperfect attempt have no other value,i 
may^ at least, be the means of inducing you to give us the 
benefit of your experience in this important matter, and to 
devise for us some well digested system of classification, 
adapted to the wants of our schools. I am satisfied its en- 
forcement would add greatly to their efficiency, and that the 
•examinations and transfers would prove a powerful incentive 
to the industry of the pupils, besides affording reliable data 
for estimating the relative merit of the schools. 

In regard to the mode of instruction pursued in our schools^ 
there is, I regret to say, still too great an adherence to the 
antiquated and condemned ^Bote* system, by which the mind 
of the pupil is crammed, not cuUivated, the faculties dwarfed, 
not developed, words substituted for ideas, and a perfect reci- 
tation is thought to consist in being able to repeat. Parrot- 
like, the language of the Text book, regardless of its mean- 
ing. . 

This is machine teaching, and moc/line learning, and if an 

education could be thus obtained, Yankee ingenuity would 
long since have invented Automaia, to do the work quite as 
well, and much more cheaply. No text book can, or if well 
composed, will supply the place of the living instructor. At 
best it can but furnish, as its name implies, the texts upon 
which the oral instruction is based. The teacher must sim- 
plify, illustrate, explain, until satisfied that he has in some 
degree bridged the chasm between the mind of the pupil and 
the dry letter of the book, and adapted the mental aliment 
to the digestive power of the child. 

A recitation not comprehended, is a failurej however flip- 
pantly the words of the lesson may be repeated ; a truth bo 
obvious, that nothing but the force of habit can account for 
the retention of a system in our schools, against which the 
united judgment of the best educators has long since uttered 
its fiat of unqualified condemnation. But the zeal and in- 
telligence of our present teachers, give every assurance of the 
needed reformation, and that ere long, instead o( ^vkxivcl'^X^ 
cultivate verbal memory merely, wVilcVi \a B\xSBLii\^\i\\.^ , >i)cksyQL^ 
7 
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vightfnlly taxed with the recollection of rules and definitions, 
they will adopt a more intellectual system, one which seeks 
the symmetrical development of all the faculties, and by 
constant appeals to the perception and reason, teaches the 
AUd to teach himself. 

"With better organization and modes of instruction not only 
adopted, but enforced in all the schools with perfect nntformr- 
Uy, a uniiiirmity not to be secured by similarity of Text hocks 
#nly, we may then, but not till then, realize the full benefits 
which the present system, as such, is designed to bestow. 

It affords me pleasure to state, that the attendance on the 
schools, notwithstanding many were unorganized till near 
the close of September, has been larger during the past year 
than ever before. The total number of different pupils in 
1861-2 (the highest recorded attendance hitherto) was 628 ; 
the average number of scholars, 344 ; whereas the number of 
different scholars was for last year, 690; the average number 
4(6. There is every reason to believe it will be much larger 
dwing the ensuing year. 

Tbxt Books and Siatiokiert. 

■ In reply to your Circular of December last, I remarked 
tiiat the Boara in determining the price at which books 
idiould be sold, used the margin allowed them by the publish- 
ers as liberally as possible, short of the retail price, and added, 
that our reason for doing so was not merely to cover the cost 
of stationery, but to anticipate to some extent the advance in 
price which, we have reason to expect, the publishers would 
make after the introduction of the books. 

This expectation has proved correct, but by the course pur- 
sued, we are saved the necessity of making any mateHal 
alteration in our prices, and thus fighting over again the 
*BaUU of the Boohs.* Most of our schools have been fully 
supplied, and at the moderate average cost to each enrolled 

fnpil of 83 cents for text books, and of 18 cents for stationery, 
'or further details on this- head, I refer you to Treasurer'^ 
Heport, and his statements annexed to his Account Current. 

Tbachbbs' Associatiok. 

This important auxiliary to our system has beem in full 
aiod successful operati5n for some time ; and as the first ever 
instituted in the county, deserves a passing notice. The 
Constitution adopted, was modeled after that of Baltimore 
- Oounty (a copy of which was kindly furnished us by the 
Secretory of the State Board) to which however some features 
were added of practical value. Beside the County Association, 
a Branch Association was ormnized in each Oommisaioner 
Dieirictf to be governed by a Vice Pie^idttkt) and to hold its* 
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meetings, during the interval of those of the regular County 
Association, at. some school house in the district, taking the 
schools in the order of their numbers. 

At these district meetings, a strict adherence to parliamen- 
tary forms, except in regard to decorum is not required; 
they are to be more of a conversational character. A tem- 
porary Secretary is however appointed by the chair, whose 
duty it is to report to the County Association anything of 
general interest that occurs. 

If the method of teaching any special branch is under dia- 
cussion, the teacher at whose school the meeting convenes, Li 
expected to exemplify his own mode by the recitation of hi« 
class. These district meetings, thus conducted, must, I think^ 
commend themselves for their practical utility, to general 
adoption * 

The County Association has projected a Library of reference 
and professional reading, which already numbers forty vol- 
nmes. A Magnetic Globehasalso been secured, to which they 
intend, as their means permit, to add other illustrative appa- 
ratus. The members generally have subscribed to the ' Amer. 
Ed. Monthly,' whose columns they have already employed 
for the publication of some of their contributions. 

The attendance on the Association has been good, aad the 
increasing interest manifested by the members in its proceed- 
ings, encourages the belief, that it will prove not only highly 
beneficial to the teachers themselves, by sustaining their 
' esprit de corps,' and perfecting them in their art ; but, by 
bringing parents and others witnin the circle of its influence, 
greatly aid in disarming public prejudices, and in popular- 
izing the system. While on this topic, I would remark that 
many of our teachers would gladly avail themselves of the 
bienefits of the State Normal School, during the vacation of 
their own schools, but as the vacations coincide, it is of course 
impracticable. Could not the sessions of the former be alter- 
ed as to time, to aiford them an opportunity of attending? 

FrJfANTCES. 

In my Report of December last, I stated, as you recoUe<>ii, 
in reference to our income, ^^ that it was barely sufficient te 
cover current expenses, and without an increase of funds, we 
eould not hope to erect such houses as were needed ; — that to 
meet the deficiency, our chief resource was the coWeotion of 
a debt due us by the County for money borrowed by the latter 
from the School Fund in 1845 ; — that to adjust this claim, 
and avoid the expemse of litigation, we had entered into a 
written agreement ^August, 1865) with the County Commis- 
sioners^ to submit tlie matter in controversy to arbitration,, 
which had resulted in an award in our favor of %4?»^?fc ^%^<cit 
arreaxaffe& of interest y due us to Ist Juu^, \S^?i,' ' '^V^ \avs^- 
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cipal of the debt ($12,000) had never been in dispute. 
Although a new Commissioners' Court was elected in Novem- 
ber/65, we felt confident they would not fail to carry out the 
obligations assumed by their predecessors, in regard to a 
claim fio j-alpably just, and we made our arrangements ac- 
cordingly. What was our surprise to learn subsequently, 
that an attempt was being made to induce the Court to repu- 
diate the entire claim ! To counteract this, if possible, we 
issued an address to the people (a copy of which is appended) 
setting foith the facts in the case, urging upon them to give 
some public expression to their disapprobation of the threa- 
tened repudiation of the debt, and to petition the Court to 
levy such portion of it as the necessity of the schools required. 
Owing to the apathy of some, and opposition of ethers, the 
response to our appeal, was not such as the importance of the 
interests at stake, demanded. Some hundred signatures, 
representing little more than $300,000 of the property of the 
County, were obtained : but had the petitions been much 
more numerously signed, we doubt their influences on the 
minds of the Court, who — while admitting themselves to be 
friends of the schools — had nevertheless, through the aid of 
counsels ^ learned in the law,' reached the conclusion, that 
they had no legal authority to levy any portion of the debt 
claimed. We were accordingly obliged to seek redress in the 
Courts ; but in the interim, the action of the County Com- 
missioners left us no alternative, but to close the schools on 
the children of the County, or borrow suflBcient to meet the 
deficiency thus created. We chose the latter, as the lesser 
evil and have thus been enabled to continue the schools 
throughout the year ; though, of course, the repayment of 
the loan, which falls due in October next, will produce a 
corresponding deficiency in our available resources for an- 
other year. The necessity of this loan, will be apparent on 
an examination of the Treasurer's Keport annexed. As there 
stated, our total gross receipts from all sources, to July 31st, 

1866, were Iie,^ 68 

From which deduct loan, and State installment 
pledged to its payment 4,054 70 

which leaves as our total available resources. 12,706 88 

From which deduct 

Cost of instruction $8,789 91 

Indebtedness of late Board.. 2,277 49 
Districting County & Maps. 275 00 

$11,342 40 



leaving the meagre sum .of 1,364 48 

with which to meet the expense of repairing seventeen old 
houses ; erecting two new ones ; purchasing school lots and 
furniture, and all other contingencies. Notwithstanding our 
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pecuniary difficulties however, and the numerou \ expenses 
necessarily attendant upon the introduction of an iw system, 
it is a just source of congratulation to its friends to know, 
that we have heen able to complete and furnisli two new 
school houses on the most approved plan ; repa'r the old ; 
pay off the indebtedness of the late Board, anl all liens 
existing against school property; afford more libe:al salaries 
to the teachers ; keep the schools open the entire year, and 
educate at a cost of |8 40 less per head than und3r the last 
year of the late system, 36 per cent, more children than were 
6ver educated heretofore in any one year, under any Public 
School System in force in our County. The evidence of this 
will be seen by a comparison of the following figuies : 

Average salary of teachers during '63, old svstem, $301 36 

** '' '' «' '' '65 toJuneSOt'i, 

old system 317 92 

^' '' '' '' '' '66to JuneSOti, 

new svstem 331 03^ 

w 
t 

It ought to be remembered that one-fourth of the salaries 
paid under the late system, was settled by Tuition Fee^, 
vrhich were, unfortunately for the teachers, not always ooi- 
Ufifable, Cost of instruction under the late syste n for year 
ending June 30th, 1865, (excluding Books and Stationery 
which were not furnished by the Board) was $7121 54 ; the 
number of full pupils educated, 280, at a cost pjr head of 

$25 43 

Cost of instruction (including Commissioners', Treasurers', 
and Teachers* salaries ; general and school incidintals, and 
ordinary repairs, and excluding Boo^s and Stationery) was 
for year ending June 30th, 1866, $7938 06 ; the number of 
full pupils educated, 466, at a cost per heal of 

$17 03 

a difference, as before stated, in favor of the pre lent system 
of $8 40 on each pupil. If we include, as the cos', of instruc- 
tion, teachers' salaries and incidentals only, (the basis adop- 
ted by the State Board) the comparison will be still more 
favorable. On this basis, the cost of Instruction h is been but 
$6253.46, making the average cost of each fullpu )il $13.41 ; 
a difference in our favor of $12.02, for the ann lal cost of 
each full pupil. The cost per annum of each ditferent pu- 
pil has been but $9.06. 
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♦ Since the Winter term, the Board has increased the salaries of teachers. $75 
is ttM minimum for 2d and $90 for 1st Grade Certif. per Qn. for the first 15, aad 
the sliding scale of $2 for each of the next 10 ; $1 50 for each of t le next 10^ •ad, 
$1 per cap. for all ahoTe 35 per term. We "^ill increase Wiesfe t«A.<& «a ^vi^w «& oox 
means permit. *" 
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Conclusion. 

I have now given, in as brief a manner as the att'empt al- 
fowed, a connected, and, I hope, intelligible view of the rifle, 
progress and present state of our Schools. In reviewing the 
Tesults of the past year, I think we are entitled to claim for 
the New System, decided improvement, if not complete suc- 
cess. I read it in the greater zeal, competence and faith- 
fulness of the.teachers ; in the greater interest and industrf 
ef the pupils, and last, but not least, in the increased and 
fncreasing patronage of the Schools, It is evidently taking 
T,oot in the affections of the people, and we are beginning to 
realize the truth of my prediction of December last^ ^that 
with a better comprehension of the law, and the practical 
exemplification of its benefits, our noble educational system 
will win its way to public favor, and our ixjoplc rise to the 
ftdl measure of their duty in sustaining it.' 

Before closing, permit me to acknowledge my obligation 
to my colleagues, for their ready and efficient aid they have 
always rendered me in the discharge of my official duties ; 
and in thqir name and my own, to thank the teachprs gen- 
erally, for their cordial co-operation with the Board, in all 
measures calculated to advance the interests of the Schools. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Jno. R. Quikak, 
President B, S. Commissioners , Oalvert Ch. ' 



CARROLL COUNTY. 

UniorUoumj Carroll Co,, Md: 
Dr. L. Van Bokkelbn, 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Sir: 
The Public School System is working its way but slowly 
into popular favor in this County, not that the people gener- 
ally are so much opposed to the system itself, as to the man- 
ner in which we are compelled to conduct it. Quite a num- 
ber of our people it is true are decidedly opposed to the en- 
tire system of taxation for school purposes, yet I believe 
that a respectable majority would be found willing to sustain 
it. But there are other causes which are operating very seri- 
©hsly to prevent the complete success of this excellent system 
of Public Instruction, in Carroll County. The great diffi- 
culty against which we have to contend, and which produces 
so much embarrassment in conducting our schools, is the 
want of competent teachers ; some of the schools cannot be 
supplied, while ethers are indifferently taught. This defi- 
•ienoy in the supply of teachers is not occasioned by insnffi- 
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cieut salary, for our salaries are liberal. We pay from eigh- 
ty to one hundred and twenty-five dollars per term. But 
it is attributable chiefly to the fact that, we can keep our 
schools open but two terms in the year, while our sister coun- 
ties continue theirs threp or four terms. Our best teaohera 
therefore go where they can find more constant employment. 
We cannot hope to remedy this difficulty, until by some 
means we can continue our schools a longer period. 

The reasons that we cannot keep our schools open longer 
tkan two terms will appear by a single glance at my report 

When the present Board first took charge of the schools 
of the County, we had in Bank, $4,493,78, this with the 
amount of Public School tax received from tiie State and the 
interest of our County fund, gave us the sum of $22,116|95| 
to operate our schools for the last year. 

We had 92 schools in operation for two terms at an ex- 
pense of $17,396,49, and this with the amount invested iu 
books on hand, the amount paid for salary of Clerk and other 
necessary expenses, and $2,206,77 left in Bank at the close 
of the last scholastic year makes the amount we received. It ia 
therefore very evident that without a considerable increase of 
receipts we cannot continue the schools longer than two terms 
in one year. 

As stated in my last annual report the majority of our 
school houses are unfit for the purpose for which they are 
used. To remedy this in a measure the Board have agreed 
to appropriate one half the amount required, to those school 
districts in which the citizens will contribute the other half 
and build a house according to the plan laid down. This 
arrangement I hope will give us a few good school houses 
during another year. 

In short to make the system a success in our County and 
to enable it to accomplish all of which it is capable, we must 
have more funds. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. Christ, 
Prestdefit of Board cff School GomnUssumera 

of GarroU OawUg. 



OHARLES GOUNTY. 

Port Tobacco, December, 1866 

Rbv. L. Va3T Bokkelbk, LL. D., 

Slaie Superintendent Public Instruction, 
Sir : 

Since my last Fall report, the Public Schools of Charles 
Oounty, now numbering thirty-five, have been in succesefid 
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operation, except during the Summer term, when the School 
fund was withheld and used for repairing and furnishing 
school houses. At the same time more than one-half the 
school houses were used for private schools, with the appro- 
val of the Commissioners of the District in which the schools 
were located. The result is that the school houses generally 
are in good condition. Some few, however, still need repairs 
and furniture. 

The Teachers generally come up to the standard the law 
requires, and are energetic and faithful in the discharge of 
their duties. Their salaries depend upon the number and 
average attendance of pupils ; the minimum salary being 
three hundred dollars per annum. There is more interest 
manifested on the part of Teachers and pupils than I have 
ever known in our county. 

Among the public generally, and especially amon^ those 
who have children to be educated, I think the opposition to 
the present school law is subsiding. It commends itself to 
the approval of those who have thoroughly and impartially 
investigated the subject. 

^nce my last report we have built three new school 
houses, repaired twenty-three and fiirnished nine. The 
number of pupils, during the last Fall term, is one hundred 
and ninety more than the Fall term of last year. 

Wm. R. Wilmbb, 
President of Board School GommissionerSy Charles Co^ 



CAROLINE COUNTY. 

Denton, November^ 1866, 

To the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Sir : 

I have the honor to report as follows : 

The first vear of our schools has to some extent demon- 
strated the working of the uniform system of Public Instruc- 
tion in the State of Maryland ; under many disadvantages 
that system has proved to be of great practical benefit to Car- 
oline County. There has been a decided improvement in the 
mode of teaching, and governing of schools. Teachers have 
manifested a greater interest in the work, and pupils have at- 
tended with more punctuality ; but both teachers and pu- 
pils have suffered loss from not being provided with suita- 
ble school houses and furniture. Wc have not the means 
for making either comfortable during school hours. We 
earnestly hope that the present Legislature will provide 
the means by which this difficulty may be removed. There 
are not more than five comfortable school houses in the Coun- 
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ty, and two of those have been built by the liberality of a 
few citizens. One at Preston with two rooms suflSciently 
large for the accommodation of sixty scholars each, with neat 
and substantial Iron framed desks with folding seats. The 
building was constructed according to the plan provided by 
the State Board of Education, and reflects great credit upon 
the very enterprising gentlemen who have manifested so 
much zeal in the cause of Education. A young man has tak- 
en the responsibility of building a comfortable school house 
and has now in active operation a good school. Thus the 
work of Education is progressing. 1 have consulted influen- 
tial gentlemen of both political parties from the different 
districts in the County, who have expressed their appfoba- 
tion of the present Public School law. Those gentlemen I 
regard as representatives of the sentiments of the people. 
Some modification of the law will doubtless be required^ 
and will be submitted to the General Assembly during their 
present session. 

We have no High School in Caroline County, nor do we 
think it would be expedient to attempt the establishing of 
one at this time. To meet the demands of the advanced pu- 
pils, we have located in each Commissioner district a gra- 
ded school, to which are admitted from every part of the dis- 
trict those who measure up to the standard required by the 
County Board. In those schools are taught the higher 
branches, approximating the High school studies. To meet 
the additional expenses of said schools, we have divided the 
academic fund between the several schools of this class. 
These advanced schools are located at Greensboro', Denton, 
Preston and Federalsburg. Our teachers have organized as- 
sociations which meet monthly, and are attended with much 
interest. The first and second district association was or- 
ganized more than a year ago ; the third and fourth dis- 
tricts have organized their teachers* association recently. 

We have discovered '4n the hands of former Trustees"^ 
of the first Commissioner district, some three hundred dol« 
lars in money loaned out on security; we desire the appro- 
priation of this money to the building of school houses in 
the districts where it properly belongs. 

To make the publie school system more efficient in Caro- 
line County, we need : 

1st. Some general plan by which to secure funds for build- 
ing and furnishing school houses. To meet this object the 
citizens of the several districts are willing to be taxed '^by 
special taxation" to raise the amount necessary to build a 
suitable house and furnish the same, each district for its 
self. 

2nd. The people are not satisfied with six hours tuition 
daily, and ten months per annum. To meet this objection we 
would recommend two daily sessions of four hou^e. e^<itL ^\«t- 
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ing the Spring, Sammer and Fall ternu ; the Winter term to 
remain as it now is ; and the dividing of eleven months into 
four equal school terms. The holidays to remain as thej now 
stand provided for, and the month of August to be set apart 
for vacation. 

The statistics in our Annual Report show that we have 
kept open the schools the four terms without any Oountjr 
levy, * ^except eleven hundred dollars to pay school Commis- 
sioners," with a decided improvement over any former sys- 
tem in this County, and with less outlay per pupil except 
for hooks, which has been somewhat greater, hut not in pro- 
portion to value received. Give to our schools the means for 
building good houses, and under the judicious supervision of 
the State and County Boards, the second year under the State 
school system, will be crowned with such results as to give 
satisfaction to every unprejudiced mind that it is a wise And 
judicious^ law. 

M. A. Booth, 
President Board of School Commienamers. 



CECIL CO U NTT. 

Board of Sdiool Commissioners of OecU Co,, 

December , 1866. 
Rbv. L. Van Boekblbn, 

State Superintendent of PiMic Instruction, 
Dear Sir : 

Having transmitted to you on the 15th of October last^ a 
report of the Public Schools of this county accovding to tke 
forms supplied to me from your office, and having this day 
transmitted a special report of the High School Academy 
and private schools in the county, upon the blanks furnished 
for that purpose, I proceed to submit a more general report 
•of such matters concerning the Public Schools of Oeoil 
County and the cause of Public Instruction, as from tkrir 
character and importance seem to require sueh notice. And 
^rst with regard to the three topics suggested in your cirou- 
laf No. 6, dated September 24, 1866: 

* 

High School. 

Ist. In reference to the first of said topics, I beg leave to 
report that the High School, as organized under the former 
or county system, and reported to your department in my 
communication of December, 1865, was, with the consent 
and approbation of the State Board, continued under its then 
existing organization until the 20th of July }€^t, when the 
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scholastic year for 1865-6 closed. On the 1st of September 
last, the school was reopened under a new organization, as 
set forth in the accompanying circular, in charge of an ex- 
perienced and eflScient principal, and is now in an improred 
condition, giving encouraging promise of future advance- 
ment in its character and influence us an institution of learn- 
ing. The number of students now in attendance is thirty- 
eight to wit, ^ghteen boys and twenty girls, with a pros- 
pect of considerable increase so soon as the advantages the 
school now offers shall be better understood by our citizens ; 
numbers of whom still pursue the unwise practice of send- 
ing their children away from home influences under the de- 
ceptive impression that they can only be properly educated 
in distant academies or boarding schools, where, too often, 
they form associations that are of no advantage to them in 
after life. 

Under the present organization we have reser^'cd the right 
to introduce into the school, free of charge, a certain num- 
ber of deserving pupils from the public schools of the differ- 
ent districts of the county. The building has been re- 
cently repaired, repainted and much improved, and is now 
in excellent condition and admirably adapted to the purposes 
of such an institution. The grounds around are spacious 
and well enclosed. The school is completely furnished with 
good furniture and with globes, maps and charts for illus- 
trating the various branches of study, and also with some 
philosophical and astronomical apparatus, and the nucleus 
of a school library, which we hope to have enlarged by coa- 
tributions from individual collections. 

CJONTINUANCE OF LoCAL TaX. 

2d. In reference to the second topic suggested in your cir- 
cular Ko. 6, I may say that no steps have been taken in this 
Oounty to secure the continuance of the local tax for the sup- 
port of Public Schools and the improvement of school 
property. 

In the judgment of our County Board and those with 
whom we advised, no action on our part could, under the 
provisions of the Constitution, be at present practically 
available. The suggestion of the circular No. 6, viz: that 
the popular assent contemplated by the proviso to Section 
5th, of Article VIII, could be secured by an endorsemenf 
upon the ballots of the words ^^Fora School Tax^'^ at the 
then approaching election, did not seem, in our judgment, to 
meet the case. In the absence of any warrant for making * 
such endorsements, emanating from some competent author- 
ity, we could not see that the Legislature would be author- 
ized to regard ballots thus prepared and cast, as evidence of 
the popular will, especially when no provision is made for 
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duly certifying and reporting the result. We did not, there- 
fore, undertake to carry out that suggestion, hut determined 
to lay the whole suhject hefore the people of the County in 
the form of an address and then'memorialize the Legislature 
to pass, in the early part of the session, an act authorizing 
a popular vote on the suhject, to he taken in time for subse- 
quent legislation, if the popular vote shall he in favor of the 
tax. This seems to he feasible and the only reliable mode 
of overcoming the diflSiculty created by this singular, and, as 
we believe, unwise provision in the organic law of the State. 

Provisions for Building and Improving School Houses. 

3d. Upon third topic suggested in the circular referred to, 
we have to report no special resources for building and im- 
proving school houses. The only plan we have, with our 
present resources, even should the local tax be under legal 
' authority continued, is to appropriate such part of oiw gen- 
eral revenue as the continuance of the schools for three terms 
will admit of, to the erection of houses where they are im- 
peratively demanded and to seek such personal and local assist- 
ance as the liberality of the citizens and their estimate of 
the value of proper school accommodations will prompt them 
to afford. In some districts local assistance has been obtain* 
ed in former building enterprizes, and to some extent aid 
may be secured in future efforts ; but in other sections, 
although wealthy and populous, the entire expenses has fal- 
len upon the Board, and the future has, we fear, no better 
promise. 

Buildings Erected and Authorized.. 

During the past year we have appropriated out of our 
ordinary revenue some |4,600 to the erection of new school 
houses in four different localities where they were greatly 
needed. In two of these districts we have the promise of 
some local aid, but it cannot, in either case, meet one-half 
the cost of the building. One large brick building, 24 by 
46 feet, well built, and to be completely furnished, is now 
nearly completed and ready to be occupied at an expense to 
the Board of seme $2,200. The other three will be com- 
pleted in time for occupation during the next Spring or Stim- 
mer. A larger amount would have been appropriated to 
building purposes, but for obligations of the former County 
Board, incurred by them in their efforts to supply needed 
buildings, which the present Board have been obliged to pro- 
vide for and discharge. 

Division of County into School Districts. 

During the past year the County, under the authority of 
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the School Board, has been laid oif by two competent sur- 
veyors, into sixty-seven school districts. A map of the 
county, with the school districts all distinctly marked and 
bounded, has been filed with the return of the surveyors, 
whereby the duties of the Board, in the execution of the law^ 
will be greatly facilitated. 

Teachers* Certificates Granted. 

Certificates have been granted to one hundred and six 
teachers after thorough examination in the different branches 
required, to wit : Seven of the first grade and ninety-nine of the 
second grade. In the discharge of this part of my duty I have 
to acknowledge the valuable aid afforded me by Professor 
Phil M. Leakin, of the State Normal School Department. 
The most of these teachers have been engaged in our own 
schools, others have found employment in other counties of 
this State, some in the adjoining counties of the States of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

Student Teachers in Normal School. 

Certificates for admission to the Normal School were grant- 
ed to six student teachers, who attended the two first sessions 
of that school with very decided advantage to themselves. 
Three of the six still remain at the school, and authority has 
already been granted to two others to enter for the term com- 
mencing on the 7th of January next. The great difficulty 
in obtaining a large attendance at that school is the cost of 
boarding. 

Suggestions for Aid to Teachers in Attending that School. 

If a fund could be created to aid the teachers in paying 
their Board while attending the school, to be furnished to 
them, either as a gratuity or^as a loan, to be refunded by 
them in periodical deductions from their future salaries as 
teachers or otherwise, many more would gladly avail them- 
selves of the advantages of this valuable auxiliary in the 
great cause in Which we are laboring, and I respectfully 
suggest that this subject be presented to the consideration of 
the Legislature. 

Visitation op the Schools op the County. 

Since the organization of the system, I have been enabled 
to visit the whole of the sixty-seven schools of the county, 
many of them at several different times ; spending from half 
an hour to two hours in each ; observing the discipline of the 
school ; the deportment and progress of the ^uijlU^ ^\A^3ck» 
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evidences of eificiency or the want of it in the teachers, con- 
ducting in person examinations of the classes and adding a 
word of encouragement and counsel, which, I am happy to 
eay, has always been received with manifestations of pleasure 
and gratification by both teachers and scholars. 

§ 

Advantages of the Feature of the System. 

This feature of the State system not only gives force and 
practical efficiency to all tlie others, but if the duties of the 
office are faithfully and judiciously performed, must result in 
fixing it firmly in the affections of the people — for the indi- 
cations of gratitude and, I may say, delight on the part of 
the teachers, and especially the children, to find that some 
one symyathizes with them in their labors and studies, are 
too palpable to be misunderstood ; and it requires no argu- 
ment to determine the estimate which parents and guardians 
will place upon a system which awakens so lively an interest 
in the children, who are always eloquent and successful advo- 
cates in the cause that obtains their favor. 

POPULAKITY OF THE PUBLIC ScHOOLS IN CHaL. 

The Public Schools are the Schools of Cecil County. Pri- 
vate or select schools exist to such a limited extent as to fiir- 
nish very meagre material for the special report called for on 
that subject ; and if the present system is judiciously admin- 
istered and sufficient means to sustain it are secured, the 
day is not far distant when they will compare favorably with 
those of ourjsister States, where systems of some kind have 
been in operation for twenty-five years and more. 

Statb Tax for 1865. 

The amount received by Cecil County from State tax for 
1865, was 114,484. 

Local Taxes for 1865 and lr866. 

The local tax for 1865 was but 12 cents in >^Jbe |I(^» and 
brought into our treasury but $9590. The locaJf itex for the 
present year was 20 cents in the $100, and will brin^ to us 
some $16,300. This increased receipt from the local ta^ will 
enablo us to discharge the existing obligations which, witli 
interest and bank discounts, have been a heavy drawback 
to us, and has induced the Board to venture the appropria- 
tion of the $4,600 before named, to the erectioa of new 
bouses. The continuance of this local tax .through some 
ooBstitutional legislation, is the present point of interest. 
This Becured we iniallhaveunq\veBtioixed.EWfic^%«*^ without it, 
failnre to n irroat extent mnst \\T\avo\(V»\W\ ?cA\o\n 
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Modifications op the Law formerly Suooestbd. 

The modifi«ations of the law, suggested by the Associatioo: 
of School Commissioners at their meetings in August, 1865, 
and January, 1866, which were submitted to the Legislature 
at its last session, but failed to be carried out, I believe, for 
sufficient time to consider them, will, if yet adopted, to some. 
extent, render the administration of the system more perfect. 

SueGBsnoNs as to the Extensiox of the TiMit OP School Terms. 

I might here suggest a further modification, one I have 
heretofore suggested, and of the propriety of which I am 
still convinced, viz : the extension of the time of the respec- 
tive 0chool terms and the reduction of the time of the Sum- 
mer vacation. If those counties which, like Cecil, are only 
able to keep their schools open three terms in the J'ear, could 
have the terms so lengthened that the third, a Spring term» 
would run up to or beyond the 1st of May, there would be 
less occasion for the complaints we now constantly hear from 
parents and guardians, because of the limited time devoted 
to teaching. If a fourth term can be sustained by other 
oouDtiefi, it might readily be extended to the latter part of 
July, leaving the whole month of August for the summer 
vaeation — or if a longer vacation be desirable, the fourth or 
Summer term, which few counties will be able to sustain, 
might, without injury to the system, be made the shortest 
term in the year. 

In conclusion, allow me, my dear sir, to acknowledge the 
valuable counsel and encouraging support I have derived 
from your correspondence during the year, and to express 
the hope that the system of public education, inaugurated 
under your administration in Maryland, may long continue 
to receive the support of the people and long remain under 
your effective and searching superintendence. 

Very respectiully yours, 

F. A. ELLIS, 
' Presideni qf the Board of School Com. of Cecil Go,. 



DORCHESTER COUNTY. 

The Presidency, 

In February last, our late yv^orthy and efficient President, 
Dr, Edward F. Smithprs, died from disease contracted by ex- 
posure in the peribrmance of his official duties. In recon- 
•tmcting the eaucational edifice, he found an immense field 
of labor — old notions and systems had to "b^i^^kXi^^Ti^ftw — ^t^- 
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judices had to be met and healed, and proper plans for the 
superstructure had to he devised. Had his life been spared, 
to-day we should have seen more than the firm foundation 
stone. 

School Houses. 

The Report of last year notes the fact that our Board had 
resolved to build ten new school houses the present year, 
out of the County school levies for 1864 and 1865. It is re- 
gretted that the Board have been unable to 'build a single 
house. 

Although the levy of 1864, was due six months before the 
new system went into operation, the old Board of School 
•Commissioners had collected but $192, and now we can re- 
port but $1,283,96, collected by our Board, leaving $2,524,06 
yet uncollected. We can collect only through the County 
Treasurer, to whom the collectors pay all County funda. 
Wof have so urged the payment of this money as well as the 
levy of 1865, that the County Treasurer has instituted, sent 
and obtained judgment for the levy of 1864. 

It would be useless to commence the building of ten hou- 
ses with such an amount, and until it and the levy of 18^5 
are collected we must ^'learn to labor and to wait." 

To be without school houses, needed as they are in this 
County, and to continue without them, at the will of our 
tardy collectors, is equivalent to an effectual clog to the sys- 
tem. 

At the suggestion of the State Superintendent, the Board, 
at its last meeting, adopted a new policy for building school 
houses, i. e., when the proper location, title and plan shall 
have been secured, three hundred dollars will be paid at the 
completion of the house, and a mortgage of the property, 
for the balance of the cost given to the school district or par-' 
ties building said house, payable when funds shall accrue to 
meet these liabilities. 

We have made diligent search and inquiry, for the titles 
to our school houses and sites. Our information is so mea- 
;re we cannot vouch for the authenticity of our statistics. 

Ley are as accurate as they will ever be made. No one 
can say when^oT by whom deeds were given. Without these 
facts it would have been useless to ask the Clerk of the Coun- 
ty to make a search. There prevails a general assent that 
the houses are public property, nearly all have been built by 
contributions and afterwards supported by the County School 
Board. The lots are held on still more obscure tenure. Many 
of the houses have been built upon church lots ; these can 
never be deeded to the Board of School Commissioners* 
Others have been built upon sites, given verbally to those 
contributors who built the houses. I doubt, if; there be over . 
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five school houses in the County •T)uilt with public funds, or 
legally deeded to the County Board. 

School houses will not be built in this County upon th^ 
plan of '^district taxation/* because, 1. Many of the land 
owners are not residents of the districts anrf would not con- 
sent. 2. In the very districts where they are most needed at 
this time, the peopl6 are the least able to contribute. We 
must rely upon our County levy which now ceases, unless re^ 
newed by the people, or what we judge to be abetter and mor« 
uniform plan, for securing a sufficient fund for this purpose, 
a general State law and tax. 

It is our purpose to present the subject of the County levy 
of $4,^00 to the nominating convention, and the candidates 
this fall, and to ask thfit an e2;pression of the will of the peo-- 
ple through the ballot box in Npvember be allowed, by print- 
ing at the head of the. ballot '']For the continuance of the 
County school tax.'* If anjr are opposed, they have the privi- 
lege of erasing or clipping it from the ballot. : 

S r . 

FuRNItURB AND APPARATUS. 

Very little has been expended for this purpose. Judging 
from the condition of things before thj9 new system bega^ a 
house Only was required, as we found mia.ny without stoven, 
desks, or black boards. These W6 have supplied as far. as re- 
quired in every school, and repaired nearly every school house 
in the County. 

We purpose introducing Martenet's map of Maryland, in 
each school, but to supply each school with proper and suffi- 
cient desks, maps, charts^ &c.', would require a larger fun^ 
than we now have at our disposal. 

SOHOOM. 

• > ■ > 

. » • . ; 

Whole number in the County 55, averivge number ppep 43, 
with an average attendance of 32 pupils. There were dur- 
ing the year 2,057 different pupUs; in attendance, average at- 
tendance 1,384. The schools were open the whole year. We 
regret that we cannot continue them the Fall term, this year 
for want of funds. They begin November 1st, when we hope 
to be able to continue the balance of the school year. . . 

We see the beginning of a marked desire on the part «>f 
the children to be more regular in iheir aUendanee. They- stk ' 
its benefits at their examinations. Parents are discovering 
that hired labor is cheaper and more effe<)tual than that of 
< their ^children. Teachers speak of the change in the pr^ 
gress of the pupils and in the decrease of their labor of cla(|- 
sification and recitation; Would 'that all could see iU f^yrtA 
and ad iMccordingly. 
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Total number employed during the year 68, average num- 
ber 43. I find those schools kept by teachers holding certifi- 
cates, have madt most progress, and more, that teachers are 
slowly but surely finding out, that in order to teach well, 
they must prepare themselves well. 

My predecessor was very careful in his examinations and 
issued certificates to none who were found wanting. He 
gave only 4 first ^rade and 7 second grade certificates — ^the 
others taught with '^permits." Some of these having 
mistaken their calling, have ceased to teach. 3ome have 
sufficient knowledge of the branches taught, but do not pos- 
sess the happy faculty of interesting their pupils, main^n- 
kig order and imparting what they know to others. Some 
merely make it a stepping stone to something they consider 
higher. There are some who are '* school keepers/* whose 
highest object is the salary paid them. There are others 
who are real idtudents, desiring to know and to learn, who 
are advancing the interests of all to' the fullest extent. 

Examinations. 

I employ the oral and written methods. The oral, to test 
the applicant's mode of expressing hiipself and imparting 
what he knows to others, and the written, to obtain a more 
uniform test of his literary attainments as well as to expose 
his errors and to compel him to rely entirely upon his resour- 

woo. 

Part of the exercises were' catechetical and part topical*. 
I have taken also the place of pupil and requested the teacher 
to follow and point out when I was in error, and how or why 
I was in error. I am not governed strictly by the standard 
of grade of examinations. I consider the comparative de- 
gree of mental culture, the facility in illustrating principles 
or in expressing thoughts. 

Saiaribs. 

We have abandoned "salaries according to numbers." 
Teachers' reports show that third class, or ** permit" teach- 
ers, have received larger salaries than first grade teachers. 
This discourages good teachers and holds out no inducements 
to bad ones to improve. Until we have teachers of equal 
grade, it would not do to pay according to numbers. 

For the current year we offer first grade teachers $125.00; 
2d grade teachers, $100; teachers with "permits,'^ $76.00 
per term. 

ViBITAlIONS. 

.•I . . 
Mjr object, during my viBits, liaa \>^u \«> laoei^w^ Wi^ 
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teachers' capacity for imparting instruotioos. I generallj 
desired the teacher to proceed with the School ia the usual 
manner, and to ignore my presence as much as possible. 
When the teacher manifested a want of knowledge of methr 
ods of instruction, I would, at the close of the risit, endea< 
Tor to present what I believed to be better methods and cor^ 
rect views. 

Our County is sparsely peopled ; consequently ou]^ schooli 
are generally small, located at great distances from each 
other, separated bv creeks and marshes. There are three; 
schools upon islands in the Chesapeake, and two others ai:^ 
reached by public ferries. Therefore my visits have not ^j^ 
eraged more than two Schools a day — aud their duration 
from forty minutes to two hours. 

As the duties of President commenced after the commeno^ 
ment of the summer term and my health was at that timd 
very feeble, I was unable to visit the whole County : I can, 
therefore, give authentic information of the progress of pyt- 
pils and improvement of teachers and the success of ih&BTth 
tem only' in my own district. Every school is opened witkf 
reading the Holy Scriptures by teacher and pupils alternatSK 
ly. In more than half the Schools of my District, pupils,' 
teachers and patrons are more than meeting my expecti^ 
tions. 

Institutbs. 
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There was none held in the County the past year. So 
lately assuming the charge of the^ Schools, I was not satis* 
fied that we could make an Institute successful. I found it 
impossible to secure the requisite accommodations at anf 
eentral point. I attended the '^ Institute" held in Talbot 
County, under Professors Newell and Leakin, and became so 
well satisfied of its utility, that I at once engaged the servi- 
ces of the Professors for an Institute for our County in No- 
vember. I am satisfied it will supply one of our needs more 
than any other mode or arrangeokent we could adopt, to fur- 
nish us with competent and accurate teachers, and I trusty 
will prove an incentive ta some to make application for the 
Normal School. I regret to state, that there has not hem 
a single application for the Normal. School from our County. 
I have made it a speciality in my visitetioiui and at the ex- 
aminations. 

SoHOOLi foa OoLOBso PflapiiS. i 

t . ■ . 

1 am more tnan ever convinced that these schools should 
be encouraged. Divest the, subject of its ** politics " and I 
can fee no reason wliy the colored people should not be in- 
structed. Educated labor gives most satisfaction — ^is most 
*9igl»^i'B the cheapest and pilwa^fk $ai7av\\^lM«\>« 
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In the Cdunty, during the past year^ seren schools have 
lieen in very successful operation. Two additional ones will 
be commenced the present season. Where they have been 
properly conducted, the white population have given their 
approval. In sotne few cases of indiscretion on the part of 
me teachers, there has been some slight dissent. These 
schools were held in the '* Churches for Colored Peoples- 
day sessions for children, night sessions for grown people. 

The Baltimore Association for the Moral and Intellectual 
Ilnprovement of the Colored People supply the teachers, and 
tiba patrons of the school pay the boara for teachers and for 
books. 

They have erected, to their great credit, an imposing edi- 
fice^ 25 feet by 40 feet, two stories high^ in the town of 
Cambridge. They have the material for another at New 
l(arket^ which will be built the present year. 

Our Board set aside (see School Law, chap, 1, sec. 1, title 
Colored Population,) one htlndireil and twenty-five dollars 
w4 fifty-five cei|ts, the amount of State school tax paid by 
^em and appropriated it to the ^^ Jenifer " School Hpuse in 
Cambridge;, it. being the only one in course of erection at the 
ti^e. The amount of the County school tax for 1864, '6 and 
'6, to which they are justly entitled, has never been asoer* 
tained as yet, no special dispositioii has been made of the 
dairn. 

< FUTAirOES. 

* I 

h > ■ ■ . • 

We have received from the State tax of 1865 $12,176 8S 

'^ . " : Couhtytax of 1864... 1,283 96 

'' from Free School Fund 1865... 3,601 7& 
'' "1 .'' 1866... 2,469 06 

'' fronjL sale of.Bopks and Sta'ry.. 1,609 26 
*r from Teaqher^ for Certificates. . ; . 15 00 
Refunded by Normai School, advertising. 11 00 

\ : ■ ■ i .'. 

Pisbureed.i...... 4 $21,116 85 

For salaries to Teachers.......:..... $14,249 69 

Incidental Eiitpenses. ;.......;«...;. 1,260 81 

Books and Stationery..'...... '.'. 2,795 71 

Bents of Houses 179 90 

Salary of Secretary 350 00 

Salaries under old law....... 88 63 

Office Ex. and Account Books.... 177 05 

Blank Registers^ Rep. d^ By-laws ! 136 9» 
' Printing a^d Ad vertisiing. ........ 100 00 

Colored Peoj)le-fii Tax.. U...... 125 55—19,412 64 

• Oish'in hvkl.;.:J.i.L.^...;..;j.;v.;'.;:;.'..$l,704 21 
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Dae the Sdtool Hotue Fand 1,283 96' 
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Net Amount due to Schools $420 26 

, « 

PUBUC 5»NTIMBNT. 

Opposition to the school system is constantly growing les^, 
and I do most sincerely hope that the day is fast approaching 
when every parent in the County will feel that he is not fully 
discharging his duty to God, to his children and to his State, 
until he lends his aid, influence and means to educate physi- 
cally, morally and intellectually, all the youth, poor and 
rich, in the County. 

We have heen asked by some, ** Why were the schools con- 
tinued under the old system the whole year — also last year 
and not the coming year." We have also heen asked, **Why 
has the amount, appropriated to schools th^ p^st year, hfsing 
much more than former years, been given to the same old 
teachers?" We answer, now, to the above queries: 1. 
Schools, under the old system, were opQU only three months 
according to our last report. 2. We thought that o^ 
finances would avail us for the past year, but at its cloi^ 
found them deficient $2,048 81, which could not be paid iiU 
we received the Free School fund for 1866, a part of t)i^ 
revenue for the current year. 3. We desire no better teaclh 
ers than some of our native teachers, who taught under tl)e 
old system. These we pay but little more than they receiv^ 
bv private contributions and salary under old laws. H}pd 
ODJectionable teachers are retained, because we could procuce 
no better ones out of those making applications. Expenm 
have accordingly increased, because we pay higher salaries, 
teach a longer time and have many more schools in success- 
ful operation. 

We consider these inquiries, as doubtless they were intend- 
ed, more as an evidence of interest in public instruction thf^i 
as evincing a spirit of distrust or dissatisfaction. ' 

Bemakes. 

As the success of the schools depends, in a great measure, 
upon the ability and energy of the teachers, it is earnestly 
urged that all those who intend to be teachers, use every 
means possible to thoroughly prepare themselves fqr thw 
honorable calling ; as it is my intention, solon^ as I may l|e 
retained as President of the School Board, to raise the stand- 
ard of qualification annually, till the drones of the profes- 
sion are driven out and the schools filled with earnest,^ warm- 
hearted, living teachers. 

I bdieve this to be the great desidercUum for the futwe 
of our sohods. We need men and women who are competeiit 
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ftti<f faitiifal. Let parents co-oi!^Ta;te with tlrem And- etstain 
them/ and ere long, not only will opposition cease, but the 
thousands and tens of thousands of boys and girls who fill 
the public schools of the State, and who cannot be educaied 
by any other agency, will fully realize the great blessings 
which the school system of this State is so well calculated to 
bestow. RoBT. F. Thompson, 

President. • 



FREDERICK COUNTY. 

Office of School CommismonerSy 

Frederick City, 

December 11, 1866. 
IjhKV. L. Vak Bokkblbk, LL. D., 

Superintendent of PMic Inbtruction^ 
Sir: ' 

I have the honor to transmit my reports on 'Hhe condition 
of the public schools of Frederick County for the school year 
ending June 30, 1866," and on 'Hhe condition of the Colle^ 
ires, incorporated Academies, High Schools, and Private 
Schools atid Academies." We have had 7,88iB different pu- 
pils in the public schools. The number of school districts is 
l08, and schools have been open for ten months in an aver- 
age of 94^. The cost of educating each pupil has been $4,- 
434, if the aggregate only of salaries and incidentals be con- 
sidered, or $4,83^ if the entire expenditure of the Board be 
taken into the computation. 

The labor imposed by the law upon the School Commis- 
sioners has been of a nature to demand much time and atten- 
tion. It was necessary for them to superintend repairs, to a 
greater or less extent in all the school houses of their dis- 
tricts, to secure tecichers from those who had obtained certi- 
ficates of competency from the proper authorities, to give ad- 
vice in the general management of the schools, and to lend 
every aid to make the law as efficient as possible. This la- 
bor has been performed with such hearty good-will by my 
eoUeagues, that it is a pleasure to make an acknowledgement 
of thankfulness for it m the Annual Beport. No person in 
the position of President of a County Board could accom- 
plish very much unless his hands were stayed by his brother 
Commissioners. 

During the first school year I examined 124 applicants for 
the position of teacher, and issued 6 first grade, and 96 sec- 
ond grade certificates. The compensation that we are able 
to o^r teachers, is not sufficiently large to attract many ap- 
plicants. These are mostly, either attracted by an earnest, 
irrepressible longing to the business of education as one which 
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beiirs in itjself a reward that cannot be reckoned in dollare 
and cents, ot b jt a desire to earn a livelihood with the expen« 
diture of very little physical exertion. The /brmer are gen- 
erally well prepared : they shrink from no labor necessary to 
fit themselves for their calliDg, because they love it. The ex^ 
aminer finds his duty a pleasant one when they are before 
him, and their record afterwards is replete with snccessfml 
labor among enthusiastic pupils. The loiter endeavor to 
shirk examinations. They have innumerable reasons why 
'permits' for an indefinite leugth of time should be granted 
them^ — are satisfied in their own minds that examination! 
are humbugs, and think it preposterous that a teacher, whose 
business it is to ask qjaestions, should be subjected himself 
to a series of interrogatories. Some of this class occasionallv 
pass, but the examiner does not sign their certificates with 
any ])leasure. While the laborer should receive a proper 
pecuniary compensation for his labor, and an efibrt is being 
honestly made to secure more remunerative salaries for ener*' 

fetic teachers, it is a solemn duty resting on every school of- 
cer to eliminate from the profession, those drones who cling 
to it because no other employment is open to them, and yet 
begrudge the time and labor required for the thorough per- 
formance of their duties. 

Examinations however, do not furnish every indication as 
to the fitness or unfitness of a teaclier. He must be tried in 
the school room, in order to show whether he is born to the 
profesion, or only an intruder in its ranks. His power of 
governing, his administration and executive abilities, his fa- 
culty of imparting instruction, these can only be judged of 
in the school. Hence the necessity for visits of inspection 
by the President. This duty cannot be performed in the 
large Counties, more than once a year, and, as the schools 
are fullest during the most inclement months of the year, it 
necessitates at times, fearful exposure to rain, wind, and 
snow. My inspections were made during the months of Jan- 
uary, February, March and April. The Commissioner of 
each district accompanied me in the visits to his owh schools. 
A few classes were always examined in such manner as to 
furnish a good idea of the nature of the instruction imparted^ 
the discipline of the school was investigated, and the main 
ner of keeping the Kegister inspected. These visits were al- 
ways closed with short addresses to the pupils on the nature 
and importance of their work, iand sncm other subjects as 
may have been suggested during our visit. There can be no 
doubt as to the value of frequent visits to the schools by the 
school ofiScers. Indeed frequent visits of parents and others, 
where these do not interfere with the regular school exerci- 
ses are very beneficial ; while they enable the visitors to un- 
derstand how laborious are the teacher's duties, they may 
draw forth that sympathy in his work which will make his 
heart light under heavy pressure. 



ITotfamg lias been done a» yet towards ihe estaUighment of 
a mgh School. We have felt that thorough primary in-* 
struction t^as first needed. The cryipg defect in our schools 
has been defective instruction in the rudimentary branches 
of knotrledge. This has shown itself even in the examinar 
tion of teachers, where objections have not been infrequent 
on account of ignorance of English orth^raphy. To give 
a thorough training in the. elements of an English education, 
was the task assumed by the School Commissioners of this 
County, To this they have bent every energy. Teachers 
have been warned against advancing pupils in their studies 
before they were thoroughly ready for such advancement, 
and, with the view of aiding the teachers in the performanoe 
of their duties, a pamphlet containing ^hints' on instruction 
was prepared for their use. A copy of the same will be found 
appended to this Report. 

As regards the erection of new school houses, nothing has 
been done for two reasons. 1. The boundaries of our school 
districts had not been very accurately defined, and there was 
need of a thorough revision. A Committee of two members 
of the Board having carefully gone over the County, have 
presented a report on the subject, which, after the time re^ 
quired by the law to be devoted to its consideration and 
amendment, will enable the Board to present the.wants of the 
several districts to those citizens who are properly and legial-^ 
ly included within their boundaries. 2. It was felt that our 

Eeople would be more disposed to aid in the erection of school 
ouees and in furnishing the same, after they had seen the 
advantages presented by the new school system. Indications 
of a liberal feeling are being shown in gome of the districts 
on this subject, and we confidently expect that there will be 
some new school houses erected by private liberality during 
the coming year. Doubtless the best way to secure the ereo- 
tion of proper school houses is by local district tax, and this 
method would probably best meet the views of the friends of 
public schools in this CoUnty. 

There is still a great want of good teachers. It has been 
our policy to employ native talent as far as possible, and this 
policy has been carried out to such an extent that the nativi* 
ties of the teachers employed during the fall term of 1866, 
were as follows : 

Maryland 91 

Pennsylvania.; 5 

% Virginia 2 

Massachusetts ;.... 2 

Ohio 2 

New Hampshire 1 

District of Columbia 1 

England... 2 

Ireland 1—107 
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' la defktilt of native teachers we rnnnH hairel resort to tliose 
from other States. If there he any stthject that is peonliarly 
and essentially catholic^ it is education, and State lines will 
neither fit nor unfit one for the husiness of instructor. 
Wherever talent can he had for our schools, tbesr. those hav- '''- ' 
ing them in charge should unhesitatingly seek for assistanoe 
in this grand work of educating the rising generation. 
Wherever talent is united with an honest, en thuisias tic love 
of our Country and its free institutions, tbeii we can predict /4c n 
successful teachers will be found who shall be ready to pert- 
form what is laid down in the school law as the duty of all 
teachers — *'to impress upon the minds of youth committed 
to their instruction, the principles of piety and justice, loy- 
alty arid sacred regard for truth, love of their country^ hu- 
manity and benevolence, sobriety, industry and chastity, and 
tii6se virtues which are the basis upon which a Bepublican 
Gonstitutioti is founded/' — to lead their pupils into a dear 
understanding of the tendency of these virtues, to preserve 
the blessings of liberty j promote temporal happiness and ad* 
vanCe the greatness of the American Nation.^' 

During the year our teachers have formed an Association j 
which has already held some very enthusiastic meetings, an 
effort hasbeeijL made to render these instructive and. practi- 
cal. It is proposed to secure the benefits of an Institute with- 
out adopting the name. The attendance is optional with the 
members, but this feature is very valuable as it enablef^ the 
Commissioners to find out what teachers are anxious to \m^ 
prove themselves. Such teachers will never be found absent 
from these meetings unless the best possible reasons prevent 
them. 

In closing this report I feel- gratified that I can say much 
has been done during the past year; but it will still he 
a task of great magnitude to perfect the school system so that 
every child shall have the advantages of a thorough educa- 
tion offered it gratuitously, such education being provided for 
by the property of the State. It has been well said by the 
State Superintendent, that the support of Jails and Peniten- 
tiaries, or of Public Schools must rest upon the wealth of the 
State, a lover of his country will speedily^ dedde which he 
would prefer to support. 

Lewis H. Stbiner, 

President of Bowrd of School GommisaionerSn 
Hnrrs to Tbachebs. 

'Prepared for ili^ teachers of the Public Schools of Frederick Countpf Md. 

You have entered upon the duties of a most important 
profession. The responsibility is great, the labor exhauslh 
ing, and the pecuniary reward but small. It is fair to pre^- 
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sniae that j<m, have hecome ieaeherB became yoar desire is to 
fit yourselves thoroughly for this professiouy 00 that your la- 
bors may result in the advancement of those placed under 
your charge, and in the attainment of distinguished succesa 
for yourselves. If this presumpiion be correct, you will anx- 
iously long to avail yourselves of all improvements in the 
science and art of instruction, and you will shun, with hor- 
ror, anything like stagnation or adherence to traditionary 
Inethods long since rejected by experienced educators. Those 
who have charge of youth should be active, energetic, alive 
Irith enthusiasm. Keep it always in mind that all the knowl- 
edge you can acquire, on every subject possible, may be made 
useful in your daily work. The day is past, wh^i the teach? 
er was merely expected to know what was; contained in the 
text-books used by his scholars, — when he, that could read, 
vms considered sufficiently well- prepared to be an instructor 
of primary classes. The youngest minds are all alive with 
a curious thirst for knowledge, and are end9wed with mar- 
vellous powers of receptivity. It is the teacher's duty to 
gratify the former, and to furnish constant employment for 
the latter, so that every hour spent in the acquirement of 
knowledge shall be made pleasant and profitable, r 

No one can teach well who is not at the same time a stu- 
dent, — ^by which is meant something more than a mere mem- 
orizer of the contents of Text-books. "The very essence of 
teaching," says Prof. S. S. Greene, in his Report on Object 
Teaching, ^^lies in a living apprehension on the subject it- 
self — such an apprehension as will enable the teacher to adapt 
his instruction to the child's real wants— just what a Text- 
book, if good, cannot do. ^Teach realities^' is the true t^ach- 
er'ts motto. To this he commits himself ;—*nay, crosses the 
river and burnis the bridge. He is ashamed of his teaching 
if it is anything short of this. Hence his ingenuity, his apt^ 
uess, his versatility , his varied resorts in an emergency. He 
can teach with a Text-Book, or without it. A Text-Book iii 
his hand becomes alii>e. It must be understood," 

The School Law gives the President of the Board of Com- 
missioners* the general superintendence of the Schools of hti 
County, and the By-laws make it his duty to recommend iriH 
proved modes of instruction. With the view of aiding the 
teacher to perform his duties in the best manner possible, 
these ^ 'Hints to Teacher's" have. been pirepared. 

The Law requires that "there shall be a uniform series of 
Text-Books used in all the Schools of the State." Teachers 
will confine themselves, hereafter, strictly to these books, al- 
lowing no others to be employed in their Schools. A good 
teacher can teach with any Text- Book. For the present, the 
following books, selected from the series adopted by the State 
Board, of Education, will be employed in our Schools : 
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jS^Stngr..;:,......Will8(ni-s Primer. 

Bargent's Prononncing Spelling-book 

Beading Willson's Reader^ No. 1. 

<< .'<<.<< 2 

Sargent's '' ''4. 
" " " 6, 

Writing. 4 Payson & Dunton's Penmanship^ in twelve 

' numbers. 
AriihmMc^.. ....Davies* Primary Arithmetic. 

" Intellectual '' 
" Practical " ■ 
** University << 

6hrafnmar Quackenbos' First Book. 

" English Grammar. 

Oeography Cornell's Primary Geography. 

** Grammar School do. 
" High School do. 

jB&^oryiT^ /8^,.... Goodrich's Child's History. 

" Pictorial " 

Algebra.. Davies' Elementary. 

Booh-Ke^inng Payson ^ Dunton's Doable Entry. 

'' '' Single '' 

Natural PhiFopy..W elW Science of Common things. 

** Natural Philosophy. 

Defifdtion... Webster's Common School Dictionary* 

Bayley's Scholar's Companion. 
School Ihctica School-Boys' Infantry Tactics. 

l^peOing, — It is necessary that each scholar in our Publie 
Schools should, each day, have at least one spelling lesson. 
While this should, as a general thing, be assigned from the 
'^Pronouncing Spel ling-Book," and with the younger schol- 
ars, should be read aloud by the class at the time it is assighed, 
it is deemed proper to state that every book, used in the 
School, may be employed as a spelling-book. A scholar 
ahould know how to spell every word in any lesson he may 
have learned. Thus Keaders, Grammars, Arithmetidii— ^-all 
ean, and occasionally all should, be used as spellers. T6 
advanced scholars, addUiondl recitations, in the Scholar's 
Oompanion or the Dictionary, may be assigned for the pur- 
pose of acquiring a knowludge of Definitions, although it is 
debatable whether the best use of the Dictionary be not as a 
book of. reference, for the scholar. Let it be understood that 
no lesson should be laid aside until every word contained in 
it be made intelligible to the class. Here the teacher's coni-i' 
maud of language will find abundant scope for its exerdsel 
The scholar should first pronounce the whole word distincfe* 
ly, and then, in spelling, take the greatest care in pronoun^ 
cing each separate syllable; This ^direction should not be 
overlooked by teachers. 
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Beading. — The names of the {^unotoalnoti-points, and the 
value of the pauses they indicate^ should be taught as soon 
as the child begins to read. It is, a great error to allow a 
child to read mechanically, and without regard to the sense. 
This exercise should be made of such a nature as to keep the 
minds of the scholars actively engaged, jo that, while elocu- 
tion is taught, the lesson may be made the source of actual 
instruction-— a means of increasing the store, of their know- 
ledge. A scholar, who has intelligently read through the 
Second Beader, having learned the orthogriaphy and signifi- 
cance of every word, and the senise of- every sentence, has 
learned more than one who has gone through the full eeries 
of Eeaders without any reference to the significance of what 
he has read. Where the sense is understood, but little dif- 
ficulty will be experienced in learning to read with proper 
expression. 

Writing,^— The admirable series of Copy Books, adopted 
for our Schools, makes instruction in this accomplishmettt 
oon^paratively easy for the teacher, provided he shows care 
in superintending the use of the same, and in explaining 
the principles which are set forth by their authors. Whei^ 
these Copy Books cannot be procured, the same system must 
be pursued by Teachers in their instriuctions. The aim 
should be to secure stuxessfid. imitation of good copies, rather 
than rapidity of execution, which will come in due time, v 

Arithm€tic,^--GveB,t attention is required to ensure a knowr 
ledge of principles — definitions and rules. It is not meant 
that tlie exact language of the book should be exacted, but a 
clear and intelligent apprehension of principles — as shown 
bythe ability erf the scholars to express these in their own 
language — should be the aim of thb teacher. At first m6st 
of the time spent in this study should be occupied with canr 
Crete numbers, so that the way may be made open for an in- 
telligent study of: principles as applied to obBtrdU numbent. 
Let the operations of Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, 
knd Division be connected entirely with familiar objects:. 
The Primary ArUhmeUb furnishes abuhdant materials for 
this. kind of instruction. After a scholar has gone through 
this book two or three timesi — particular attention being paid 
io Analysis when the conception of abstract numbers be- 
oomes clear to the mind — the Praciicdi ArUhmciic may be 
substituted, using aloilg with it, if circumstances will 
admit, the Intellectual Arilkmetic for oral recitation and prao- 
tice in Analysis. . In no case should a slate be used with the 
latter book; it is purely for inental work. The teacher 
should labor to make the scholar thoroughly understand the 
principles underlying the science of numbers, while he ao- 
quires readiness in the art of calotilation. 
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- &eo^(7j>Ay.-— Recitations in this study should be something 
more than mere verbatim repetitions of answers to questions 
on the maps, or of brief descriptive paragraphs. The teadier 
should be ready to give an account of the countries men-^ 
tioned in the lesson, their peculiar vegetable and animal 
products, the manners and customs of their inhabitants; 
Without some ability to give this kind of instruction, Qeog^ 
raphy is not attractive to scholars ; With it. Geography be- 
comes a favorite study. Let the definitions be made intelli- 
gible to the child, and then strive to put life into the skiele* 
Ion irame-work, which constitutes all that oui' Text-Books 
give us of Geography. To do this well, the teacher musi 
read, must- increase his own stores of iiiformation, and freeljf 
employ the same when engaged in instructing his pupils. A 
late writer asks, with much force, ''here is a glorious and 
beautiful world betore us, of hill, and valley, and moun- 
tain, and plain, and ocean, instinct with life^ filled with 
objects whose marvelous nature the profoundest wisdom can- 
not fathom ; a world whose structure has been the problem 
of science, whose beauty has been the inspiration ot poetry, 
ever since science and poetry existed ;' can it be right that 
we should reduce the study of this glorious creation to leal'n- 
ingsuch names, we will say, as' Michilimackinac, Moorshedar 
bad, and Petropolofski?" The question involves its own pro- 
per answer. 

Chrammar. — The Text-Books on this subject must b^ con- 
sidered as furiiishing the outline only of what is to oe aor 
quired by the scholar. Oral instruction, replete with illus^ 
trations, showing the application of rules — or rather replete 
with examples from which it will be easy to deduce rules ; 
black-board exercises ; exerciseis in composition ; correction 
of errors and inaccuracies in . ordinary conversation ; these 
will make the science real to the scholar, and, at the same 
time, useful and popular. 

' History of the United] 8Uttt9i — It is advised that this be 
taught oraMy, to all the scholars. Teaqhers should frequent 
ly talk with themi concerning the prominent facts of .Ameri*< 
can history, the lives and. c^aracterid of the great, good and 
brave men who. have aided- in building up and sustaining^ 
our Government, and the peculiar mission which seems to 
have been made ours by Providence. If this be done, with 
spirit, their words will be seized and retained, by the Very 
youngest with the same interest tliey shoW fbi the nitrsery 
tale. When they have made sufficient: advance in other 
studies, ^Aen, either of the Text-Books adopted by the State 
Board may be put into their hands for the purpose of system 
matizing their historical knowledge ; but <^ven then the 
teacher must put lite into Recitation /fo make ii interesting or 
usefuLt Until tUe-laaityear^ in the Grammai ^ViooY) ot^N. vcv.- 
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•traction in kifltory should h% oonsidered soflGieient) and will 
be amply so if teachers are faithful. 

When these subjects have been so studied that the scholar 
begins to understand them, then other branches may be in- 
troduced ; Jboak-keeping i'or those who wish preparation for 
business purposes ; Algebra^ as an introduction to the myste- 
ries of higher mathematics ; and the systematic study of 
NaturaUfhUoscphy. The Text-Book, on the latter subject, 
should not be taken up as a study before the Elementary 
Algebra has been studied by the scholars. But there are 
fiacts and principles in this science, (as well as in Natural 
Sistory) which should be communicated to children, from 
the Yery first term of their attendance upon school. Let them 
learn daily something from their teacher about the work! 
around them ; let them know that his information extends 
beyond ine lew books given them for study. Let a short, &- 
miliar lecture on such subjects be delivered daily, making it 
the last exercise of the school, and it will be looked forward 
to with the greatest interest. Ascertain, by questions, fre- 
quently repeated, in the way of review of what you have 
said, whether the child has acquired the power of reproduo- 
ingtbe lesson. ^^ No oral teaching is good — this should be 
a cardinal maxim of the teacher — that is not carefully and 
thoroughly reproduced by the learner." 

Some may say how can we accomplish all this ?. We des- 
pair of realizing such a conception of teaching. To which 
the answer is, it is your duty to try. If you cannot find 

!)leasure in leading young minds into fresh fields of know- 
edge day by day, and in honest e£fort to make attractive the 
subjects you are expected to teach ; if you are willing to lapse 
into the mechanical ideas of teaching that obtained, at one 
time, all through our land, — it were far better for you to se- 
lect some other pursuit and give up an occupation for which 
you are not fitted. ^' A school toithotU life in the tecuAer^ is 
an engine with no steam in the boiler/' For such teachers 
their should be no place in our Public Schools, This is an 
active, energetic age ; the school master mustmove tM<& it, 
and impart enthusiasm and zeal to the young minda placed 
under his charge, or else give place to others who a^o more 
anxious to fill the full measure oi' this duty. 

Let it be your ambition to prepare yourselves in the best 
manner possible^ for your duties ; do not rest satisfied with 
the lowest grade of .proficiency required of those who wish 
to teach in the Public Schools of this County, but fit your- 
selves >as speedy as possible to take fast grade eertificateBj 
counting no labor too great, if it be necessary, to accomplish 
that end. 

With the hope that success may attend your labors, I. have 
the honor to be. Yours, very truly, t ■ < . . . 

'.LinrtB -H, SmvsE^ J i : 
President Boarded ScIuk:^ (>yinm\aaioaer«« 
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HAMFORD COUNTY. 

Bky. L. Yav Bokkbusn, D. D., 

State Superintendent of jPuUie Jbiatrtiction, 

I have selected but two subjects for the report. The High 
School and School Houses. 

We have no High School — we have no funds to sustain 
one. Our County Commissioners failed to make any local 
levy, and it is with difficulty that we can keep the common 
schools in successful operation three terms during the year. 
Until the common schools can be kept open four terms, there 
is but little probability that the Board will appropriate any 
funds for a High School, notwithstanding their high appre- 
ciation of such an institution. 

The second and absorbing subject with us is school houses. 
Soiide sections i^re very needy, and some are grossly culpable. 
They have not manifested sufficient interest in this matter 
to secure any portion of the old fund devoted to such purpo- 
ses. The custom in this County has been uniformly tiiis : — 
the patrons within the school district contributed about two- 
thirds the value of the house to be built, and the Board fugcr 
nished the balance. In this way, many comfortable houses 
have been erected. In some localities, however, (Havre de 
Grace, e. g.,) nothing was done on the part of the patrons, 
and consequently they enJ9y no part of the old building 
fund. Many of the sparsely populated patrons of the Coun- 
ty .have evinced more interest and energy^and obtained more 
satisfactory results. We trust the towns and villages intke 
Ooun ty will soon follow this worthy example. It is a lament- 
able fact, that many interested persons, who. are prodigal in 
other respects, are penurious in this. Many who will spend 
dollars for the amusement and unprofitable gratification of 
their children^ are not willing to invest a dime in what might 
^termed even a comfortable school house. The^question is, 
what shall we do ? Some say, suspend the Public Schools, in 
4»rtain localities, until their proportion of the school fund is 
sufficient to build suitable houses. Such action would en- 
able us to keep more of our best teachers in the County ; as 
it now is, the better class will, of course, go to such Counties 
as furnish the best houses and pay the best salaries^ 

The persons ivho are generally the most tardy in all schodl 
'enterprises; the most ready fiault-finders; the mostseyore 
critics on the teadiers ; and the first to give their invaluaUe 
opinion of the school system^ are the small tax payers — such 
as pay tax on one thousand dollars, — that is, one dollar and 
a halt a year— and yet ivho send, tree of charge, four child- 
ren to the Public School. This brings the education of their 
children to precisely the sum of twelve and a half cents per 
,term^^something like one oent a week* It is apleasant oon- 
^deration^ hoivever^ that maay^ tha lax|^<^ .^ML^^^^xt^v^'^KW 
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never to any great' extent ai^ail thettselTes of the Public 
Schools, not only very cheerfully give their money to sustain 
them, but appear most deeply interested in their BUccest. 
This fact clearly evinces the vitality of the present school 
system. 

Most respectfully, 

YourSy &c., 

T. S. 0. Smith. 
Bel Airy Nov. 22, 1866. 



HOWARD COUNTY, 

EUkotUMtUByMdy 

eoUiber 16/A, 1866. 
Rbv. L. Van BoKKBiBN; 

SicUe 8uj>enfUendeni PMic Instructiony 
Dear Sit: 
The undersigned. President of the Board of School Com- 
missioners of Howard County, iu obedience to the School 
law, has the honor to make the following • 

Bbpojit, 

In August, 1865, as soon as pjracticable after nxj appoiELt- 
ment; I called together my associates. Dr. Joel Hopkins aad 
David Burdettj liisqs., and > organized our Board by appoints 
ing Mr. Marshal McGauley, secretary. In obedience to your 
suggestion) the Sol^ools were committed to teachers by '^ pet^ 
mits >' untilJanuary. 1st, 1866, at which time all the teach^ 
ers were summox^ed ibr examintion ; and to them certificates 
were granted in accordance with the acquirements of tha 
applicants, and the prospect of usefnlness in the cause of edu}- 
cation. Qn the first ot September, 1866, 1 found twenty- 
four schools had' been in Qperation in the County, under the 
old system ; one of which had a department ibr boys and girls. 
An extra appropriatieti of |300 had been added to the fund 
ibr: th«t school for the support of the girls department. 
This school has been* divided by our Board into, two sepi^ 
rate schools. ' The schools w^re divided among the membm 
of the Board jos follows : The Ist Election IDistriotj compris- 
ing' seven schools, was assigned to me as first Commissioner's 
Dlstirict; the* 2d and 6th Election Districts^ comprising tsn 
schools, were assigned to Dr. Joel Hopkins as second Com- 
tnissioner's District ; and the 3d and 4th Election Districts; 
comprising eight schools, were assigned to David Burdett^ 
ilsq., as tuird Commissioner's District. 
" bmce our organization in August, 1866^ two new schools 
have beeniGkdded 14 Mr. Burdett'S district, one in the long 
^oomer^ a# iianied- ^naiiy . years sinoe^ ^and ■ one near tho 19tk 
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mile-stone, on the Frederick turnpike — this school has since 
been abrnaoned for the present, because proper school accom- 
modation could not be had in the neighborhood. ^ 

Before establishing this school, the patrons had promised 
to assist in btiilding a school house, but it was never ac- 
complished ; hence the abandonment of the school for the 
present. 

Our Soard had set apart $3,000 as a fund o/rdtef to the 
friends of education throughout the County, if they would 
furnish an equal amount mr building school houses where 
most needed ; but this offer on our part, has been accepteid 
only in one School District, near roplar Springs, in Mr. 
Burdeti's District. To him, in a great degree, is due the 
merit of conceiving the design of building the first school 
house in this Countv under the new School System. This 
house cost |1,112, of which amount |500 have been paid by 
our Bo4rd ; and we assume the payment of the half of the 
whol^ cost, leaving 156 due by our Board. Too much credit 
canhbt be given to the patrons of this School District for 
their laudable zeal in the good cause of educatfon. 

The amount expended for repairs has not been very 
large, if any of the school houses were scarcely worth re- 
pairs. In my School District I have the best houses in the 
County : Hos. 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 I found in pretty good con- 
dition ; but No. 4 and 7 were very ordinary. No! 4 is indeed 
miserably cold in " winter, and illy fitted for comfort, ox 
the pripmotion of the cause of education. ^^^ii. 

In my District I have had few rejpairs done, because I re- . 
garded it as money, thrown away. I hope to see No. 4 
moved,^and a new house built, which I hope will be done as 
soon as^ means are provided to enable the Board to rebuild 
such as are needed. 

In the second Commissioner's District, Nos. 1 and 2 are 
poor apologies for school houses ; Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and^ 9 
are only passable ; more money has been expended on repairs 
than was justified by the condition of the school property ; 
but we could do no better, we had no building fund sufficient 
for our need, and repairs had to be made or the schools aban- 
doiied. , 

In the third Commissioner's District, Nos. 1, 4, 8 and 9 
will do very well ; No. 8 is the new school house near Poplar 
Spring^ and is a credit to the County; but Nos. 2, 3, 5j\6 
and' 7 dre very poor contrivances, not one oi* which should 
remain as it is if I could avoia it. 

The financial condition of the schools as shown by the sta- 
tistics, requires a remark in reference to the apparent small 
balance of cash in hand at the close of the financial year,* July 
31st, 1866, Of the $7,000 levied in May 1865, for the use of the 
schools, only $5,472 remained on the 31st of July of said 
year, to be paid to our Board of Education ^tccv^ o1 >JtJ\& 
9 
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amount only $2^854.50 has been paid, leaving as p^r bal- 
ance, |2, 61 7.50 due of the tax of 1865. We nave roceiTed 
|2,000 of the County tax of 1866, which will be reglaced 
.out of the balance, and leave an additional balance of f 617.- 
60 to be added to the $550.63^ which will make the proper 
balance of 1866, July Slst, |1,168. 13, leaving the full 
|7,000 County tax [as a part of 1866,] for the support of 
the schools from September 1st, 1866. 

' On the 22d dayjof May, 1866, 1 called all our teachers to- 

'gether, and held an /^Institute'' in accordance with the 

"mw. Proceedings were held four days and resulted £ftvor- 

*]^y *o *be interest of the New System. Professors Newell 

ifoA Leakin, who presided on the occasion, expressed them- 

;0elyes pleased with . the readiness of the answers of . the 

'teachers ; and they were equtillv pleased w:ith the Professors. 

L with them^ retura my thanks to the distinguished Tro- 

i^sors for their interest manifested in th^ cause o^ ednca- 

i;^6n on the occasion of their visit to our Ootinty. Al^eaeh- 

ers"* Association has been formed in the County, wi^b (he 

fair prospect of much good. The new system is w'pr^ng 

well in this County. 

• The few opponents of the system, are composed of ttiose 
who. do not talce the trouble to visit the schools ; for of the 
many who are beginnipff to visit the schools when examiuar 
,tions are held bym.e,I have seen Tume, who do not ttilBk 
ihe new system is working well, and preferable to the old 
isystem ; and from the increased attendance in the schools, the 
aystem is gaining favor. Old average, 750 pupils ; present 
^average, 1200 pupils. 

I cannot close tnis report without returning my thanks to 
.the citizens of Howard in general for their manifest interest 
in the schools of the County, and for their appreciation .of 
my efforts therein, and especially for their attention to me 
during my quarterly visits of which due notice is j^iven in 
time to invite the parents of the pupils, and the friends of 
education generally. 

• To my associates. Dr. Hopkins and Mr. Burdett, I return 
my thanks for their aid and support in my efforts in the good 
cause. Harmony in all things, has marked our pleasant 
intercourse during the past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samukl Eer DashieUi, 
President the of Board of School Cdmmiasionera of Bciward 
County. 



131 



EUNT GOUNTT. 
C^e Gommttaioners o/Pitblie Schools of Ktmk Go., M4. 

■ 

OheBtertoum. 
Biv. L. Van Bokkelkn, 

8i€de Superintendent Public Ifieiructian. 

Dear Sir: 

The tabular statements, herewith submitted, give so clear 
•an idea of the condition of the Public Schools of this County 
that little need be said in addition thereto. 

An examination of these tables will show that the nuxor. 
ber of pupils attending the schools has steadily inoreasec^^ 
from the inception of the present system lip to tho close or 
the scholastic year ; and this fact should, it appea.rs to me^ 
be flufflcienf proof that the opposition to the system, wluoh 
ifl undeniably strong in this. County, has its origin and fbuBr 
<latioii in prejudice rather than in reason. 

Those who, from their connection with both the old and, 
new systems, are best able to judge of their comparative 
merits — ^I meaii the teachers and those who, as trustees, took' 
«n actire interest in the schools under the former regime*-^ 
nnequiTOcally declare in favor of the present system aud assert 
that the schools have gained in efficiency. On the other 
band, a large mafority of those who denounce the present 
system knew but litte of the defects of the former, ana know . 
nothing of the practical working of the present. la all my 
visits I have not met with one of this class in the sche#I- 
room. 

The complaint is loud, if for any cause, the schools are , 
suspended ; yet if they are in any respect wqrse than their 
'^illustrious predecessors," their entire suspension would, 
I am very sure, be a public blessing. A good deal is said, 
too, about the cost of the present system, W^ challenge a 
comparison with the past. Heretofore there was uniformly 
a levy on the County of f 5,250, to which was added the 
State fund, making nearly |9,600, and as much more by 
private contributions. Nearly all the fuel was given, and 
when a new store or slight repairs became indispensable, a 
subscription was resorted to. 

The present Board have paid $1)400 debt kicurr^ by the 
former jBoardS of trustees, have expended|l,100 for stoves and 
fuel, have paid upwards of $200 for repairs, and employed, 
better teapners at higher salaries, and yet hcive received 
nothing from the County, nor a chip of wood from.any quar- 
ter, nor will the Board shrink from a comparipnn of results. 
With the funds at our command we have kept the schools in 
operation ten months otneetatively , whiah. \a «a \%tL% %a ^% 
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jaw allows, and paid all the teachers for seven months and 
a-half. Under the old arrangement, individual schools were 
frequently suspended until the public money should accu- 
mulate. In the records of a school now before me, I find a 
suspension from July 4, 1864, to January 14, 1865 ; and I do 
not doubt that in many other records, if accurately kept, the 
fact of frequent interruptions will be found. It was rarely 
noticed, because the suspension was never at any time gen- 
eral throughout the County, except at vacations. 

The supervision of the schools has been very thorongh — 
every school having been visited and examined repeatedly by 
some one of the Commissioners, and often by two. 

The teachers are far better fitted to the work ; in cases 
where the old incumbents I^ave been retained, they manifest 
and express a much more earnest spirit in their labors ;. a 
professional pride is springing up, and a degree of zeal 
awakened heretofore unknown in tbis jpart of iB^jlan4- 
An active and vigorous Teachers' Association waf.&rmed 
immediately after the adoption gf ike gystem with.exoellexii 
results. Teachers soon kaiued higher vlewS; of their reftpoa* 
sibilities, and duties and more elevated conceptions of their 
position in society. Indeed, the indications are Terj strong 
that the days of lesson-hearing are numbered, and that teach- 
ingis to supercede the drudgery of lessons ^^ got by .heart.'.' 

The living teacher is taking the place of the inanimate 
Text Book. 

At the close of the scholastic year, the teachers of .this 
County, with a portion of those of the adjoining County of 
Queen Anne, met at Chestertown to organize a Teachers' 
Institute. 

The accommodations were poor, but the meeting was a 
grand success. It was to most of the members a new thing, 
but under the admirable management of Professors Newell 
and Leakin, all 'immediately entered into the spirit of the 
work, and were inspired with an enthusiasm heretofore un- 
known. Unfox'tunately, through the negligence of our sec- 
retary, the proceedings were not prepared for publication.. 

A noteworthy incident occurred at this meeting. A gentle- 
man who had expressed his disapprobation of the Institu^te, 
alle^ng that the time of the teachers was taken up to the 
detriment of the children of the schools, came in to one of 
our sessions, and after hearing a lecture and witnessing the 
subsequent exercises, sat down and wrote for one of oox 
^cal papers, an. article, claiming that the benefit of the In- 
Sltvte to our County was incalculably great I No pupils 
friM this County were entered at the Normal School during 
the year, the applicants being all under age. The saving 
to the County in the matter of Text-Books from the adop- 
tion of the principle of uniformity, has. been very large. 

No. longer are parents and guardians tiLxed ,wi(h!ey^y;phf%Bg# 

'■»■•■ ' • «... 
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of teachers for a new supply of boobs of everj kind, and no 
more will the shelves of our stord-keepers 'groan under the 
loads of discarded Text-Books. Happily, we may add, no 
longer will our children be compelled to turn back with the 
adrent of erery new pedagogue to learn from a new book 
what they had a dozen times before almost learned from 
others. Oh Sisyphus ! oh Tantalus I how light and faneiful 
#i0tii your labors to the realities borne by the boys and girls 
of Kientl 

The popular appreciation of the great work of educatinjj 
the children of our County is, I fear, much too low. This 
is indicated by the restiveness under a rate of tazatiofi far 
inadequate to the necessities of the case, and by the forlorn 
and dxktdal aspect of most of the houses in which the iopi- 
portatit Spfork is to be done. 

Tet thdre ^re hopeful signs of a better feeling. Wherever 
I have ^one in my visits to the schools, I have met with kind- 
ness and a generous hospitality ; and in the absence of any 
levy in advance for my compensation, this;i^as,to me, and to 
the system^ a very important consideration ; and for it I de- 
sire to tender to all these friends my sincere and hearty 
thanks. May they in after years see this '^ bread cast upon 
the waters ' ' return in blessings an hundred fold. 

Few crises of disorder in the schoolflf, or questions relative 
to discipline, have come before the Commissioners.^ 

The schools are all opened by reading a portion of tlie 
sacred Scriptures, and in some few the Lord's Prayer is re- 
peated audibly by teacher and pupils in addition to the 
Scripture lesson. 

I am inclined to think that a healthy moral tone and a 
high sense of honor pervade our schools generally ; the 
teachers treating their pupils as embryo ladies and gfintler 
men, atid inculcating ^^ respectfol and modest demeanolr9» 
simvlicity, purity ana truthfulness in thought and speech. 

The want of regular attendance is severely felt as an eril 
of great 'magnitude ; the remedy for it, if any, is not in the 
hands of School Boards or their employees. It is in the 
hearts of parents. 

Nothing has been done in regard to the establishment of a 
High School, having no suitable buildings nor funds appli- 
oame to the erection of such. 

HowABD Mbbks, 
Preaideni Board. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTT. 

Deoember, 186ff. 
7b the State Superintendent 

(f FuUic Jneimeiion. 
Sir: 
Haying presented to yon my etatistical report,'Bliowiiig iher 
condition of the Public Schools in onr Connty, during ihe 
first year of the operation of the new system, it only remains 
to uad thereto some explanations whicn could not well be in- 
cluded in figures. 

The system begins to work more smoothly, though it ia 
still beset with certain difficulties. These arise in partfirom 
the opposition which never fails to attend all new nnderUc- 
inn : innart from what may be called political eppositioa, snd 
chiefly, fronl the want of a special fund to build and furnish 

Shool houses. The portion of the State tax comine to our 
mnty , would be sufficient to keep the schools going tnrou£|h- 
otit the school year. The Board made every exertion in its 
power to induce the County Commissioners to levy th0..1ocal 
tax, required by law, but in vain. Being thus compelled to 
divert a portion of the fund designed to carry on the achoolsi, 
and employ it in building and repairs, we were unable taox- 
tend aid to the teachers, beyond the three terms. This ar* 
ran^ement works badly : not so much because that period ia 
decidedly insufficient K>r the children, as for the untavorable 
effect upon teachers. It is hardly fair to them tofBj. tlunr 
salaries for a part of the year only, and we cannot expect to 
retain those whose services are most valuable, unless we gbji 
give them steady employment. 

School houses are yet needed in several sections of our 
County ; and it is difficult to see how we shall be able tofget 
the school system into complete operation, and do jwti^,ta 
its admirable design, unless means are afforded in some way 
to^tfu^ply buildings, desks, maps, and all the essentials to 
bringing up our schools to the nigh standard, wortlky of our 
really enterprising community. 

On the other hand, when we pass in review the actual im- 
provements thup far made, thereis just cause for decided en^ 
conrageraent. About seven lotBof land, to wliich, during ihe 
year, our title has ^en securiKl. Six new school houses, of 
convenient size, and creditable api)earance, beside important 
and expensive repairs made to old ones. Two hundred and 
fifty desks of Sopor's excellent pattern ; nearly |2,000 worth 
of books scattered through the School Districts ; a few maps 
with further prospect of supply in that line — may be enu- 
merated among the educational gains of the year and a-half. 
Add the exhibit made in the statistical report, of the large 
increase of pupils over any former year ; and there is stul 
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left out, the greatest improyelnent of all, I refer ti the qufjj,'* 
ty of ttie teaehcrtl. We show 7 or 8 ^'first gradi^' t6acHpjr» 
— fif^ grade in merit, as in rank. Besides th^se, a Ur^ji' 
ntixkibbr of faithful pains ' taking, moral instriick)rs are ]p^i 
Wofkj improving tliemselyes as well kd their soliblars. 'Ji^ 
few there are stfll who have mistaken theii calling. 

Striking the balan'ee of difficulties and endoura ^emenl^j iti 
fa&fiy 2Ui i can, it s^ems to me that the latter de ddeclfy pre- 
ponderate. Pro^^rese is made and making, and mnst g&^, 
m incfreasing ratio, if the hands that hold the deitiny of tiM 
Qtskifei^ sjiall continue to uphold the best interests of the (^HUd* 
renof the. State. ■ ' . : f 

. •! BtspectfullTy ' ' ' 

Wlfi.. H. FABQI7:fAB, , i '. 

JPresidifUo/ the Book's: 
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PBINQE QEOBGE'a COUNTY. 



!7b SliJ^ Superintends of Public Iriktruction, 

Dear Sir: 

^Sin^'mT' last report I have personally visited and exam- 
idM ^ety schodl in the County with two elcepti)ns. And, 
in revfewSn^ our educational history, I ami gratified to' wy 
the ^ indications t>i improvement ate unihistakable. The 
neWieh^etti hairf^ei]( a strong hold upon the pop ilar miixd. 
A fS^«m illipetui^ dbd vitality have been imparted to it under 
thel:<)p^rMion of thb new law. 

According to the County school enrollment, the numeric 
calinorease of pupils during the last twelVe mmths, haa 
bem .twiepty per cent., and the aveage attendaice durni^ 
that lime, has been upwards of forty per cent. And with 
the increase of ' the pupils, there has been acorrespon^iagr • 
improvement in the moral and social condition of the schools. 

TeofiherB. — Otir teachers, taken in the ag^rega'e, have bt- 
ereasledfvery much in efficiency since my last :^p:)rt. Some 
cam' la6 reciommetlded highlv for their acauirements, enerjcy, 
and apfiVtfde to teach, and for the discipline and good order 
wlttclrilifey preserve in their schools. But, I regret to say, 
settle siSl I remain who are inefficient and who Will have'to 
leave the ranks, and their places be supplied by others nioire 

cempetent. 

jBii|?Mrina;^tcH2«.-^Fublio examinations are h^ld at the end 
of '^ch dtrArter, aid are conducted orally. The attendahce 
niMiiwM and spectators is sometimes quite lirge. And 
the^intttipatTon of the presence of the Commissioners itA 
patttns by the pupils at the examinations ^ iieeccL \.q \x\.^$r^^ 
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them with great emulation in making their preparations. 
Nothing affords children more exquisite pleasdre than to 
hlftve an opportunity to exhibit their talents and acquure- 
mentis. It is also eqnally salutary in arousing a professional 
pride among the teachers. And it continues to stimulate 
teacher and pupil throughout the whole achool term. It 
also affords parents an opportunity of Judging of the pro- 
gress of their children and the qualifications of the teachers. 

School Houses — Present the same appearance of dilapida- 
tion as they did years ago. They hare nothing to reoom^ 
mend them but their antiquity. The tenements are nnoom* 
fbrtable and destitute of all pretentions to good taste. In- 
deed, I do not think I use language too strong when I 
say they are disgraceful to the communities in which they 
are located. And in most instances there is a perfect adap- 
tation of furniture to the appearance of the antiquated ex- 
terior. All the schools are devoid of globes and maps, and 
in many instances, of even black-boards. Nothing, in my 
opinion, would contribute more to the p(^rmanency of our 
new system, than to be able to substitute for the tumble- 
down huts, now occupied as school houses, comfortable and 
attractive edifices. 

Menial Exercises. — Almost every school in the County has 
daily exercises in Familiar Sciences, and •some have iatro- 
duced Mental Arithmetic. It is the plan . of some of the 
teachers in the examinations in Mental AirithmetiCj to en- 
gage the pupils in the lower and more advanced classes, at the 
same time. The great rapidity and facility with whiok 
they solve the numerous questions propounded to themy 
render it a deeply interesting exercise. 

Text-Books. --^Yi^ universal introduction of Text-Books is 
attended with much trouble and vexation. It occurs in some 
instances from opposition, and frequently for the want of 
ability to purchase books, as they are required. 

It is a desideratum in the consummation of this benefloeiit 
scheme of education to introduce some plan by which every 
child may be supplied with Text-Books ; and one by which 
the poorest chilaren, as recipients, may not be subjected to 
the humiliating imputation of being considered paupers. If 
some delicate plan for gratuitous distribution could be 
adopted, I am confident it would lead to the development of 
many bright intellects. 

Impediments. — Many still exist to retard the progress.ot 
our new system in this Oountj'., The most promment is the 
adverse interpretation of the law by the County authorituM, 
in reference to the imposition of an additional school taxi 
The result has been the curtailment of our financial ability, 
which has rendered us unable to pay our teachers the sala- 
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ries promised them, and which we think they have faithfully 
earned. 

All we desire to make our present system successful is to 
be able to build suitable school edifices, and to give ^salaries 
sufficient to coVnipand an efficient corps of teachers. 

JEncourc^gementa. — Some prominent and influential gentle* 
men have manifested their appreciation of our school sys- 
tem, by discontinuing their private tutor and senditig their 
ohildreDi to the Primary Sch()ol8, In one District three pri- 
vate schools have disappeared within the: last twelviB 
months. And in proportion as we elevate the standard, of, 
education, will our new system become patronized. We think 
at a pttiod not remote, the people wrli ascertain that a use- 
fhl and practical education can be obtained without incurring 
the expense of sending their children to Academies and' 
Schools from home. In severlal of our Primary Sphools the 
Classics^ Mathematics, Philosophy and some of the polite 
lit^ature are successfully taught. And the classics in some 
of them will tiot sufier in cothparison with those of expen- 
sive schoiols. 

Odmmissioner^. — It affords me great' pleasure to add my 
testimony in favor of the efficiency, punctuality and fidelity 
with which the Commissioners have discharged their duty, 
Ecieb one seems to feel the responsibility of his position , and 
has iealously co-operated to advance the educational iutaret ts 
of the County. 

The salary is disproportioned to the work bejfore them^ ; ^ 
but tbey look beyond the reward of dollars and cents. Their 
reward will be the gratitude of the rising generi^tion. 

Obnofcrnofi. — After briefly adverting to several particulars 
in comiectfon with our schools, I feel justified in saying tliey 
are in a rery impre^ving condition. When* Z entered upon 
my field of duty, about 18 months ago, our schoels wete vtsrr ' 
unsatisfactory and deservedly unpopular ; and if I have had 
any iilstramentalit^ in promoting the educational interests 
of our Oountv, it is productive of more plei^ng emotions 
than atiy emoluments I have received. 

JoHir H. Baths, 

President of the BQair4. 
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QUEEN ANNE COUNTY. 

, ■ . ' OmUremOe^ Ihv. 12, 1866. 

Rev. L. Yah Boxkeli!^. 

Bir: 

, All the itatistical information yon require, may be found 
in the hlmk forms furnished by your Board, now filled "tip 
and in your possession. Nothing has been done towara 
establishing a High School, except publishing in our week- 
ly Qoanty papers, the law upon the subject, for the inform* 
atien ef the people. We have asked for proposals ft^m the 
different districts of the Oounty , but so fiur no respoiAe hte 
been made to eur request. We have kept our Schools in a/pet' 
atiem during the entire School year, except in one or two ca- 
ses, when they were temporarily closed for want of scholars ; 
and have closed up the nnancial affidrsofthe Boardi after 
paying two or three small debts left by tiie old Boardj i^n- 
tirelV out of debt and With a surplus of a few dollf^rs.in the 
hands of our Treasurer. We therefore have a fair start for 
the* current year. We have however, been (entirely tillable 
to ittlprote the condition ofour school houses. They Hire 
as i^ found th^, except that in a few instances, some 
i^ht'but labsoltit^ necessary repairs, costing but' Bttle, 
bave been 'made. Wheneyer I have had an opp6M;uliity x 
have urged upon the people to whom I have nad.acbess^in 
^my oiBcial visits to the schoole and at other times, llieereht 
iitfpor^nce ef comfortalble houses for the use of the ch£rairen 
of the 06uiity, and of our utter inability to furnish tlie!tti fbr 
want of funds, but all my appeals have been ineffective,, i^nd 
nothing ha^B been done. If we, could getone Distriet oidy to 
build, a suitable house and furnish it with sueh furmture' as 
a. school house needs, I am almost sure that others YolUd 
8#an: follow the good exaniple. Every body, aoknowledges 
thiit we need good houses j but nobody seems dispow^to do 
any tiling to enable us to furnish them. I think that the 
greatest obstacle in our w%y in this and in other eases is the 
want of concern in the minds of parents about the education 
of their children. • -I form this opinion from the very bad at- 
teitd^dkh'^ of schblarB in schools. Though, except in the 
sickly season, tlie number ot scholars enroll^ is sufficient to 
make a good school, the number in daily attendance will 
hardly average fifty percent, of those upon the Register. 
We have strong advocates of the new system among the 
most intelligent men among the County, and it has its ene- 
mies too. 1 find among its strongest friends, the parents of 
those pupils, who have been kept regularly at school and 
,who have seen its advantages in the same advancement of 
their children^ and its enemies are those whose children do 




not attend school at all, or if enrolled, are present one day 
and absent ten, and who cannot under such circumstances 
advance at all. These persons blame the school system, for 
what their own indiffteenoe er neglect occasions. It would 
be a great thing gained, if some means could be derised to 
secwa . a more regular attendance. Though we hare effi- 
cient teachers, it is a great discouragement to them to go to 
school from day to day and find their houses almost empty. 
In thhiluttg of this Subject of bad attendance, another thing 
presents itself to my mind, in the time of racation. The 
months of July and August do not suit us. They are the 
months Srhen our schooLi are generally well filled, and the 
Tlloalioili ^iooies on and breaks up the schools when in tb^ 
mosd jlrdsperolis condition . I wouM suggest the J^ro^ri^ 
of an Mtenduent to the law, Mltering the soholastie ydur, 
aisd ittaking the Wititer^Term the first Term of th# yeftr,'b#* 

^tdttgwitk Janmrjand ending March fifteenth, Thi 
'brg' Term beginning March sbtteenth and ending UUf 
ty-£»it. Tke Snmmer Term beginning June flrit aiid- 
eai^tfi'Alifabt fifteenth, Yacation until October ftftbeii9i; 
thm tho Pall Term oommMeing 0($te;ber sixteenth and eii^ 
Hkg DMeMber thirty-fitst. The Tacatlon would then be k 
the sickly -seaiion. Farmers would have the serTices of tkdr 
diildzen.at home during a rery busy portion of the year, as 
tiMy triil'liJiTe, whether, it be vaeatien or not. If whenetpor 
^ktohui will bet suit all parts of the State, let the. Ikw^ fix 
tiie «orati#B of the vacation, but leiare the time of it to tlifr 
Oeuiityi Boards. . i.. 

Im eeiidnsioD,. I am. glad to be aUe to state, that a <yeac';a 
eiiHurienoe, hae left a' faTorable impression of the system, asd 
that all who take the pains to examine for theiinsidyes^ miist 
he tott^rinerid, thatif not sueoessful, the syettai itself is not in 
tinlt. . With suish amitindments as your experience will aiq^ 
gOei,' the law, when deiectiTe, may be made more. eendueiTii 
to tiiiewilKta of :the people, and such things as were^grall«- 
ediapon it by hasty legislation,. (if any such exist) mlky>he 
reconsidered widk^ped. off or im{)rored. 

At the late electiony the following was printed upon the 
tidostey '^f er or sigainst the passage Of a X4kw^ restoring te . 
tiie'<]!ounty GommissioBers, the powor of Local Taxation for' 
!EMucAlional purposes/' When the baJlots werie ^uht^ 
tw4l?e hundnad and two Totes were iound^to be in fanror of 
sdeh aJjaw and sixty^fi¥a against it. . I obtained the coneevlr 
of l^fese interested, to have this niatter submitted to the peot 
pie in accordance with y/our sngg^tion to thivt ^ect, and' I 
am: happy to be able to aiinoitoee'to you the result. 

With much respect yd trriB, 

, . . Jambs W. Thompson, ; , . 

I ■ ■ • • 'ill 

PreaidifU of.ihA tk^x^^ 
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80MER8ET COUNTY. 

Princesa Ann, December^ 1866. 
Bbt. L. Van Boekelbk, 

Slate Superintendent PtMic Instruction, dbc^ 

' Sir: 

I respectfally refer jou to tables A, B, C and D of my 
stfitUtical report, as affording a fall andolear exhibit of oar 
sohool work lor the sohool year, ending June 30th, 1866. 

These tables present in figures, ^' fisu^ts which are stubborn 
things/' and which we desire shall speak for themselres. 
All yet, we have not done anything dennite towards orgiA* 
ifBXUg the County High School — deeming it mora expe£eiii 
to.defer action in this respect, until we shall hare orgaoiflsd 
the Primary and Grammar Schools whererer needed in (be 
County. . When this is fully accomplishedi and we find_Qac- 
scflves possessed of the necessary funds to <{rganise 
Sohool, it will give us m,uch pleasure to do so at once. 

5' What action has been instituted to secure the oontinii- 
anoe of the local tax for prolonging the sched terms 
procaring necessary apparatus for efficient school work?" 
We caused to be published through the newspapers of 
our County a communication calling on the roters of 
our County, at the late election, to express their con* 
sent to a continuance of the local school tax, by endors- 
ing on their -ballots, ^^ For a school tax," This commn- 
nieation appeared a few days, only, before the day of eleo- 
tion, in consequence of my absence from the County, and 
there was not sufficient time for it to circulate, toany extent, 
amone the people. The consequence was, but a small expree- 
43ion througn the ballot box. So far, howeyer, as that ex* 
, pression was obtained, it showed a yery decided majority in 
fayor of its continuance — the rote being four hundred and 
forty-nine in faror, and one hundred and fifby-seyen against 
it. Since the election, 1 haye been assured that those who 
voted against it, did so because they had it eonfonnded in 
their minds with the tax for accumulating a school fund of 
«ix millions of dollars, which they were opposed to. In this 
yiew they regarded it as the imposition of a new, and not 
the continuance, merely, of the old tax. 

^' What are your resources for building school houses^ or 
what plan do you propose as most likely' to accomplish speed- 
ily this essential work?" In the month of August last, we 
liad a special meeting of our Board for the purpose of oon* 
eiderini; and deyising some plan for supplying the County 
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with new sohool houses. We passed a series of resolutions 
setting forth this great neceiaityy and inviting the people of 
each District to invest their private capital in building school 
houses aft» the plan presoribed, and under the supervision 
of the Building Committee, as provided by the By-Laws, 
pledging the Board to rent said houses at a rent of 6 per 
cent, on the cost of building, and to purchase the buildings 
at cost, as fast as we have the means of doing so. We re- 
solved, also, not to keep the schools open, as Public Schools, 
more than three terms the present year. . By this means we 
hope to save a fund for building purposes. We further re- 
solved to appropriate eight thousand dollars, out of any 
funds in the treasury, as a School House Fund, for this year. 
It is very questionable whether we can do this consistently, 
widi'Carrying on the schools three terms. On the above plan 
we have -about three new : school honsies building by ih» 
dj&^tmi and several others talked of. Our enterprisinjp 
fintadf) of Potatoe. Neck^ have prosecuted to completico^ 
theis^flrtt- elass Academy building ; and, thouj^h a Comsvit^ 
teerofilieiTrusiees have invited our ooHoperatumin orgawoK 
ing their sohe^li by appointing one or more teachers, «8.yil>- 
they have not, so far as I am informed, sdceeeded in seleotw 
ing a suitable toaoher for Pxinoipal. The delay has been bo- 
casiened^ ne doubt, by a misdirection of their efforts.. - ' 

Tha^ ptepl^ of our Oounty are .olamorous for P«b)ic^hool» 
and school houses. They even go so far as to speak in strong 
language of eomplaint of our Board, because we do not build 
new school houses at once — they are impatient if the schools! 
are "not kept going all the year. This is the &ct, notwith- 
standing they are assured, and know, that we have not the' 
neoessary means at our command. The inference from ail 
this is plain ; the P^fle consider that they have the rigSi 
to be educated by the btate, not only to be educated, biit wdt 
and UberaUy educated. They argue that it is the dnijf of thv 
State to supply the means of educating her people — means 
commensurate with' their rights. With the people it is n 
question of right, on the one . hand, and of duty on the 
other.. We believe that the people of.Majryland hold thii^ 
view of this great question of publio < education, and that 
they would not only snstaia the system, hnitoauid have Hve* 
Legislature, through their respective delegates, act up to the - 
fuU< measure of that ^eiub State- dviy^. Why compromised^ 
nMAteri>f plain dpty-lbgr^half-way Ineiel8ures?^ Why Bot.pasK. 
i<>rm her whole duty to h&t people 9 This>' ioo, is.- the vieifo 
thatithe ^JPiMicdl ^S%Mf|i>fnti^^w^h> a comprehensive view lei^ 
this wlioIeitLterest of theBtale, iiudlitB surroundings, would > 
take of this question. JEh know^^.full well*-«rsoienotf has :de«^ 
monstrated.the faot-^tbAA there is no element of/ fitate proBK) 
perit]^,eq;aal.to an.educated people. On the other* han4vtbeDd> 
i^ Pi^;4f l^eili : to wKpamat^aai^ dadgestnuidfei tsin i%mmajDiLK4it^\ 
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vicioiu people. la the light of an inTestment ; then, it is the 
hest and wisest that the State can mi^e, to inoar the neces- 
sary expense to educate her people. 

Respectfiillj snbmittedi 
HSZTRT A. WhitBi 
President </ Me Board. 



ST. MARTS COUNTY. 

Bk7. Db. Van Bokkblen, 

Slate SuperifUendent PMic Instruction, 

Yon haye received my statistical report. Its figures not 
only show the condition and doings of the new system in 
St/ Mary's County, but demonstrate its marked and stsjiiy 
progress. They prorcy I think, clearly, its fitness for m 
important work, at least so far as concerns this Oounty. I 
now send you, at yonr request, some of the results of my 
ohstrration of its working, and such suggestioDS as, I think, 
may promote its interests. 

I shall not discuss any question either ahstrabt ar practi- 
cal, but confine myself to a simple history of the eperatiens 
of the system. I cannot think it pertinent in a report wkieh 
I think should be strictly historical, to arg^e the neoessity 
of the object of the system, and ef the eexulitions necessary 
to accomplish it. 

The necessity of popular education has been thoroughly 
diseussedy and argument concluded. The new system is the 
organified result of discussion, experience and purpose. 
The people of the State hare decided that the children of Ae 
State ought to be, must, and shall be educated. Te do this 
work, they hare framed a system ef agencies, and the simple 
question nots is, does it answer its purpose? Besults of lis 
operation is the true answer to this questien. As I remarked 
above, my tabular exhibits show that in St. Mary's the new 
system works well — answers its purpose fully. The people 
of St. Mary's are in favor of popular education. At first, 
owing to misapprehension of the designs of the new system 
— naturally growing out of the circumstances of its origin — 
there was very general dissatisfaction, which was not les» 
sened by unavoidable delays in orgamxing our Board and 
opening the schools. So soon, however, as the true and 
only object of the svsiem became auparent, the characteristic - 
candor of the people determined that it should have a fair 
trial. Accordingly, throughout the Oounty, we were en- 
couraged by genUemen whose influence was a tower of 
strength, and auspicious of our success. I must avail myself 
^ "^ ' oooasion to thank those gentlemen for their suppcwrt ; 



143 

and eapeecially the talented editors of the ^' Leonardtown 
Gazet^/' whO) from the firsts personally and through the 
oolnmns of their paper, gave us unequivboal and, perhaps, 
indispensihle aid. Indeed, that paper has seemed to us much 
like one of the component agencies of the system, so marked 
and continuous has heen its co-operation. 

But the people of St. Mary's favor not only the ohject, 
but the org^anic character of the new system. They like the 
idea of its oneness, or unity. The same feature distinguishes^ 
as is patent from their origin and history, their own develop- 
tnent. Hence the system, as such> receires their prompt ap- 
preciation and favor. Everywhere throughout the Ooimtyi 
are found cheering evidences of increased interest in popular 
education, especidSly as it concerns the Public Schook. This 
is clearly shown by our statistics, and the fact that Private 
Schools have become fewer frqm want of support. ■ 

On the 12th day of September, 1866; our Bbard organised, 
appointed Mr. George Combs, Secretajry and Treasureiv^-a 
most excellent appointment — and orderM the schools io be 
opened on the 20th of the same month. The opening of the 
schools so early after organization, was premature, as it pre- 
vented attention to conation of school houses, and oompelled 
employment of teachers inthout the thorough examisalSon 
rjequired by the system. The Board bad scarcely beek or* 
ffanized, if hen, from declension, resignation, and ' removal 
Srom the County, but one member remained, and^ of eomcse, 
the work of supervision suffered. The three vacancies were 
at length filled by the appointment of Messrs. Albert Young, 
George I. Spalding and Edward S. Abell, gentlemen wdl 
qualified and with hearts for the work; The Board, thus 
composed, began their work by inspecting the field of oper- 
ations which was found as follows : Thirty st^hool houses, 
a few of which were tolerably comfortable, but the majority 
unfit to be occupied, especially in iiiclement weather. Not 
one had suitable seats or desks, and as to appliances indis" 
pensable to the work of teaching, there Mrere none, save. here 
and there a solitary black-board — a sable witness of the exit 
of chaos — ^^but sure harbinger of approf^ching order. 

wan sudi houses, how can the sysjtem fulfil its promise ? 
How can children be educated in houses uncomfortable and 
without the necessary furniture and means of instruction? 
And yet^ how can the Board supply the want ? The funds 
at its disposal are not enough to keep schools open during 
the scholastic year, repair dilapidated houses and build the 
new ones required. We shall be forced to suspend schools 
for at least one term, in order to have funds to repair and 
build. ; indeedy sopie four or five schools are now urgently 
needed in as xnany neighborhoods, in each of which are some. 
25 or SiO c|uldre|i of schoplrgoing age, but there is no house 
in wl^ch scbpol can^ kept. I suggest that the L^^la^tMs^ 
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authorize our County Commissieners to levy & small County 
tax for the purpose of huilding, repairing, and furnishing 
school houses. I know St. Mary's has suffered much in loss 
©f property hy the war, and therefore, I merely adrise per- 
mission in the matter. I am not in favor of a local District 
tax, as some neighborhoods, through penuriousness or indif- 
ference, might be content with a house and fxirniture unfit 
for their purposes. I am happy to say that teachers, very 
generally, show increasing interest in their work. They are 
not only attentive to the more general duties of their call- 
ing, but to those details which mark the good teacher, and 
are necessary to successful instruction. They are getting to 
understand the system and the duties it prescribes. Hence 
there is a decided improvement in the schools in respect of 
order, discipline, and classification of scholars. Their teach- 
ing is of a more scientific character. They attach import- 
ance to principles, and are striving to teach them to their 
pupils. I notice decided progress in both teachers and schol- 
ars, and am'hopeful of still further advance in the right di- 
rection. / 

Nothing can well be more evident than that the present 
oompensated supervision is indispensable to the efficiency of 
Public Schools. It is admitted by those generally whose 
children are interested in the matter. The supervisors at 
these yisits learn the entire condition of the school : how the 
scholars aris progressing, and the method of instruction ; the 
discipline of the school, and the classification of the pupils ; 
whether there be enough of books and of the right kind and, 
the condition of the house and furniture. At these visits the 
teachers receive friendly advice and direction as to the organi- 
zation and management of their schools and^ indeed,- upon 
whatever connects with their calling. Children, too, are ad- 
dressed upon the importance of education, and urged to regu- 
larity of attendance and diligence in study, &c. The good 
effects of these visits are seen in the greater interest of 
teacher^ scholar and parent. Surely the good effects of the 
visits of the President-, Commissioners, and visitors to the 
schools are too manifest for any one to doubt them. Com- 
missoners' visits to the schools are, in my opinion, the es- 
sence of the efficiency of the system. 

As it regards a High School we have, as yet, done noth- 
ing. We have not the necessary funds. There is, howereri 
I am hapOT to say, no present necessity for one, as th6 higher 
wants erf this and the adjacent County are fblly met by 
^^ Charlotte Hall School," located in a village of the isame 
name in the upper part of this County. From time alitipst 
immemorial this school has had a reputation' second to no 
other of the same grade. Always favored with an able 
Board ef supervision, and a Faculty of rare distinctio;i, it 
has? had;>to say the leasts its share of success j and has^a- 
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cated many who have attained emineDce in the several pnrr 
suits of life. It is justly the pride of the people of this 
whole section, and whether it may ever connect more inti- 
mately with our new system, time alone will tell. Some of 
our hest teachers we get from it. 

And now, Doctor, you have my Report. I have labored 
hard, for my field is a laborious one. My colleagues haw 
done their duty and I bear record to their interest and zeal. 
Gh>d knows my heart that it is unselfishly in this work, and 
I know that my imperfect efibrts have not been equal to my 
interest in the cause. My intercourse with you has been 
pleasant, and I know that you, too, have labored with a zeal 
worthy of this great work. 

Jambs BumnHe, 

President of the Board. 



TALBOT COUNTY. 

BSV. L. YilK BOEKBLEN^ 

Stede Superintendent 

of Pvlblic Instruction, , 

Sir: 

I have the honor to report to you the condition of the Pub- 
lic Schools of Talbot County. 

Continued illness in the autumn of 1865 prevented me 
from rendering a report of the Fall term of that year, and 
responding to certain queries contained in your circular let- 
ter of December last. I avail myself of this opportunity to 
reply, in order that the record of the schools of this County 
may oe complete. 

^ 

I. ** The condition of the schools under the old local law ; 
^' the school houses, teachers, and mode of supervising.'' 

The people of Talbot Oountv, from a very early period en- 
joyed the adva.ntages of neighborhood and parochial sohoola. 
and though these were not public schools, in the sense oi 
being supported by public bounty, private beneficence of the 
wealthy threw them open to their less favored neighbors and 
tenants. It was the custom of the gentry of a neighborhood 
to erect houses and empoly teachers for the education of their 
own-children, and other pupils were admitted upon the pay- 
ment of a nominal tuition fee, or, in necessitous cases, en- 
tirely free of all oharge. These private schools were formed 
throu|;hout the County, and were maintained for a long tiiM, 
disusing the benefits, and fostering an ap^^reoi^lvyu. ^ %^- 
10 
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Mtion. In these schools many of our m^ excellent citizens 
received all the scholastic training which thej erer pos- 
iessedy and in them was laid the fonndation of. mnch ripe 
•cholarship. Manj were of excellent character, and their 
teachers men of acquirements. I may be permitted to refer 

B^ticalarly to a school taught by a Mr. SulliTan, in St. 
icbaers alid to the school in Oxford Neck, under a Mr. 
Emmons. When these schools were under enlightened su- 
pervision, as was the ease of the last mentioned school, great 
pains was taken to secure good teachers, and to introduce ap-^ 

£ roved methods of instruction. The patrons of the Oxford 
[eck school, after employing a very competent teacher, at 
their own expense, sent him4o Philadelphia to study the 
svsten^ then in vogue, and after his return supplied him with 
t[he necessary apparatus for teaching according to this sys- 
tem. These private schools, upon the establishment of 
a local system, merged into public free schools, and many, or 
all of them continued to receive private support in addition 
to the public donation. 

The first authentic record we have of the establishment of 
a school to be supported, or aided by the jpublic funds^ is in 
the '^Proprietary Act " of October 26th, 1723, by which 
the Beverend Henry Nicholls, Colonel Mathew Tilghman 
Ward, Robert Ungle, Esq., Mr. Robert Qoldsborough, Mr. 
William^ Clayton, Mr. 'John Oldham, and Mr. Thomas Boz- 
man were appointed visitors of a school 'Ho be erected at 
the most convenient j)lace as near the centre of the County 
As may be. '^ Provision was made for the support of this 
and similar schools in all the other Counties of the State^ 
and it would appear that funds, at the time of the passage 
of the act, had already accumulated in the treasury of the 
State, which were ordered to be divided. A course of study 
^ae pt«scribed, and many details of the management of the 
school. This school had able and competent teachers',- the 
name of one of whom has reached us, that of Mr. Gborge 
Rule, who vet has decendants in this County, and heirs of 
his honorable reputation, if not of his name. The precise 
location of this school I have not yet been able to discover, 
but a gentleman, versed in our lotal history, Mr. J. B. Kerr, 
informs me that it was i<rhere the waters of Mil^s River ana 
Third Haven most nearly approach each other, namely, upon 
the land of Mr. James Ridgeway. How long this school 
continued in operation is not known, but in the year 1782, by 
«an act of Assembly^ power was given to the visitors to sell 
Jthe land, the house navin^ previously been buriied down^ 
aottd to transfer the proceeds to Washicigton College, Kent 
County. 

i r should Hot omit in this brief survey of schools, to toen- 
tioii that Talbot Gotintt claims to have had the first abso^ 
lUtely free BohoQliWithilB the State;' lojot^'abotit m J^Ai 
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1750, I75I9 1753, the Beverend Thomas Bacons through the 
liberality of many of the colonistSy aided bj the munift- 
oence of Lord and Lady Baltimore, 8.ucceeded in establishing 
a ^^ Charity Working School/' The building now used at 
the County alms house was erected through his efforts. Th« 
school went into successful operation, and continued to exiai 
up to the time of our revolutionary war. The following is 
the heading of the subscription paper circulated by |d.r* 
Bacon: 

'^ Whereas f Profaneness and debauchery, idleness and iuir 
'^ morality, are greatly owing to a gross ignorance of thd 
^'Christian religion, and to sloth and idleness, especially 
'^ among the poorer sort in this province; and, Whereas^ 
^* many poor people are very desirous of having their child- 

*'ren taught, * * * yf^^ whose names are undeiv 

** written, do hereby promise and agree to pay yearly, * 
c( 4t 4t fQj. getting up a '* Charity IVorking School'' in the 
^^ parish of St. Peter, in Talbot County, for maintaining and 
'^ teaching poor children to read write and account, and in 
^^instructing them in the knowledge and practice of th« 
^' Christian religion, as taught in the Church of England,*' 
etc. On the the 29th September, 1750, he had obtained an- 
nual subscriptions amounting to $284, and donations of $164 
more from the citizens of the County. In a letter from Cecil 
Calvert, secretary, to Lord Baltimore, addressed to ParsoB 
Bacon, he says, '^ As a peculiar mark of his (Lord Balti- 
^* more's) favor and protection * * he has given in- 
^^ struction to Mr. Edward Lloyd, his agent and receiver 
*^ general to pay * * * the sum of one hundred guineas 
'^ sterling ($466,) as a free gift * * * and the sum of 

twenty pounds ($86.60,) a year, together with five pounds 

($21.66) a year from Lady Baltimore, * * * to be 
**paid by half yearly payments," etc. The sieimiB letter 
ipdicates that the boys of this Institution were graciouidy 
allowed to be called ^'nominal BaJUimore hoys,''* Mij. 
Calvert, in a post script subscribes five pounds sterlipg 
a year to the school from his own purse. During our revo- 
lutionary troubles, this school languished and finally be- 
came extinct* The property of this school, by the concur- 
rence of our people, and under sanction of an act of Assem- 
bly, was transferred to the authorities of Talbot County'^ 
as a home for the County poor. 

The General Asaemblv of this State, by the act of 1798, 
appropriated to an Academy to be located in this Count^^ 
the sum of eight hundred dollars, to be paid annually. This 
was followed by the act of 1799, establishing the Academy 
at Easton, and incorporating the Board of Trustees. Into 
this school, provision was made to receive one pupil free of 
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charge, for every hundred dollars appropriated by the State. 
In the year 1800, a lot of ground was pnrchased of the 
Rev. Thomas Jackson,- by the Board of Trustees, which 
Board then consisted of Messrs. John Edmondson, Nicholas 
Hammond, Samuel Chamberlaine, Thomas James Ballitt, 
William Hayward, Ennals Martin, Stephen Theodore John- 
ton, Perry Benson, John Roberts, Owen Kennard, John 
Coats and Hugh Sherwood. The building was erected, so 
far as can be learned, by the private beneficence of certain 
gentlemen, there being no evidence that anv State or County 
appropriation was ma^e for the purpose, out there is suffi- 
eient evidence that a subscription paper was in circulation 
in the year 1806. The school was in the occupancy of the 
Academy Building in 1812, about which time it was erected. 
It was then under the superintendence of Mr. John Boyle, 
as teacher, who was followed by a succession of earnest and 
able men, who gave to the Academy a high standing, which 
it maintained until the year 1866, when the Board of Trus- 
tees transferred the building under a lease, at a nominal 
mm, to the Board of School Commissioners for the use of a 
High School, to which J shall refer in this report. At this 
school many of our most useful citizens were educated, and 
it has fostered, or kept alive among us a love and appreci* 
ation of liberal studies. If the limits of this report would per- 
mit, I should be pleased to give an account of some of the 
most successful of the teachers^ and of the most distinguished 
of the scholars. 

In the month of November, 1832, a school was organized 
by the Rev. Dr. Joseph Spencer, in the parish of St. Michael's 
upon the farm ** Solitude," the residence of the rector. Dr. 
Spencer was assisted in this school by his brother, Mr. Mat- 
thew Spencer, who was subsequently the Principal of the 
Easton Academy, of which he had charge when he died, in 
the year 1865. This school received no aid from the State. 
It was very flourishing for a number of years and was dis- 
tinguished particularly for its thorough tuition in the elas- 
tics, in which branch of learning Dr. Spencer was especially 
proficient. He was a scholar of the medieval type. He 
was a devoted churchman and recluse from society, not from 
any unsocial or misanthropical feelings, but because solitude 
afforded opportunity for study. With highly cultivated 
tastes, he was simple, almost to asceticism, in his habits, 
for he was thus from small means enabled to gratify his 
passion for books. His knowledge of the languages was 
profound. He paid but little attention to the natural 
sciences, doubtless having imbibed a prejudice against them 
in early life from the character of the French Philosophers 
of the past century. He excelled as a teacher of the ancient 
languages^ and was probably more thorough in his training; 
cT boys in these studies than any man in the Stote. This 
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BcliooU after various vicissitudes, was destroyed by an act of 

Sross itisubordi nation and outrage on the part of the pupils. 
)r. Spencer died in Jackson, Mississippi, during our latt 
national troubles, while in the discharge of duty as a pa»* 
tor and teacher. 

Feeling the need of an Academic Institution of a higher 
grade than any that had hitherto existed in this county, a, 
number of the most public spirited of our citizens, headed 
by General Tench Tilghman, a gentleman who has always 
been foremest in every enterprise which promised Mr 
vantage to this County, and who, to native energy of char- 
acter, and hereditary courtliness pf manners, nas added 
scholarly culture, united in subscribing the necessary fundi 
for the erection, in the town of Oxford, of buildings suitable 
for a school of the best class. In the year 1848, the '^ Mary- 
land Military Academy" was organized, and a short timf 
thereaftjer went into operation, with an able and efficient 
staff of instructors, and with a goodly number of pupils, 
drawn from all parts of the country. The school was under 
the superintendence of Mr. John Howard Allen, an eleve of 
West Point. The course of study embraced the ancient and 
modern languages, the mathematics and the natural sciences^ 
To these was added military tactics. This school, too, as 
did the others which have been mentioned, for a number of 
years, performed its work of education successfully and well, 
and not the least valuable part of this work was that 
achieved beyond its own bounds in fostering among the peor 
pie at large, an estimation of intellectual pursuits and ao> 
quirements, as opposed to mere mnterial aims and gains, 
Owing to some accident, the large building used for school 
purposes was destroyed by fire, leaving the residence of the 
superintendent only. The school, after this disaster, could 
not be continued, and became extinct. 

It will appear from this that Talbot County has long en* 
joyed the advantages of schools. This has rendered ou^ 
people familiar with the teacher, accustomed to the burdens 
and appreciation of the value of schools. When bv act of 
Assembly, 1825, and other supplementary acts our local 
system was instituted, it found houses, teachers, books, and 
a community acquainted with school work It is doubtful 
whether the schools were improved by the change. A gene* 
ral interest in the school was exchanged for the indifference) 
and negligence of three trustees, and a clerk elected, aor 
cording to a legal fiction, by the tax payers of the Schooji 
District, but really chosen by the few friends of the teacher^ 
whom he could persuade to attend at the school house, i« 
order that he might secure the form of a re-election. These 
trustees and their clerk were the nominal visitors of thf 
school, who, beside electing the teacher, providedL ^ ^% 
comfort of the pupils by purchasing t\xc\, ^\A %XX^Tx^vivi,^ 
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ieptLiTB to the house. It was expected that thej should yisit 
the school, bat actaal supervision was almost unkDown. 
Teachers of screral years incumbencj declare that ben[>re 
the past year, no school officer was ever seen within their 
doorH, during the hours of study and recitation. 

Little care was taken to secure the services of fit and 
•ompetent men, and the selection was too often decided by 

?srsonal favor, or, what is worse, by partizan partiality, 
et there were many good teachers, recently, one of the 
abuses of the old system, the multiplication of the kinds 
of school books, had been measureably corrected by the 
adoption by the County Commissioners, at the suggestion of 
some of our most enlightened teachers, of a series of books 
which should be used in all the schools. The evil had become 
so great that scarcely any two schools used the same Text- 
Books, and often in the same school, classes could not be 
fbrmed on account of this diversity. I found in one school 
four Spellers, six Headers (or thirteen, if each one of a se» 
ries should be counted,) six Arithmetics, (or eight, counting' 
all of a series,) four Grammars, four Algebras, and three 
Philosophies. The cost of these books to the County (for 
the County supplied books free of charge,) was enormous. 
There was no school apparatus, with the exception, in a few 
of the houses, of black-boards, of the use of which the 
teachers seemed to be unconscious, and in fewer still, of 
outline maps, which were unintelligible to the gentlemen in 
charge. And yet, with all these drawbacks — want of care 
tn the selection of teachers, entire absence of supervision, 
multiplication of books, want of school apparatus, and loss 
of interest dn the part of the people — the schools were doing 
kood, educaiing in the rudiments of learning, a large num- 
ber of children ; and what is not to be disregarded in our esti- 
mate of them, praparing the public mind for the introduo 
tion of that salutary reform projected in our'" Vhtform ays- 
km of Free Public Schools." 

U. "By what funds supported, and what degree of effici- 
f enoy the schools attained." 

The latter clause of your ^uery I have answered as fully 
kn needful, above. It remains only for me to reply to the 
former. Our schools were supported by the share of the 
Stat J Free School Fund, which falls to the county annually, 
tnd by a levy made by the County Commissioners to supply 
the deficiency. There was an additional levy to pay for 
books and stationery which were furnished to the child- 
ten free of charge, and for fuel, but no other incidental ex- 
Jienses were defrayed from the common fund. The expenses 
of bnilding and repairing school houses were borne by the 
District requiring such houses, and the repairs to them,- and 
tie necessary funds were raised by a.tax mi^yi the assessable 
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property of the iodividual Districts. The salaries paid to 
clerics and examiners were from the County lery. Our pe<H 
pie have always paid their school taxes with alacrity ; §6 
willing indeed are they. to do so, that when there was actu- 
ally no law, through some oversight in codificatipn, to QOWr 
pel them, they voluntarily and unhesitatingly paid the r^ 
quired assessment. 

In this connection I may be permitted to reply to the in- 
quiry made in your circular of September 24. ** Wh4t lao;- 
tion has been instituted to secure the continuance of. ih# 
local tax for prolonging the school terms^ and procuring 
necessary apparatus for efficient school work?" In a<^ 
cordanoe with your suggestion the attention of the people ct 
.the County was called, through the public prints,.. to tba 
&o|fc, that after the first day of January, 1867) by provision 
of the constitution, all local laws, for the collection of taxes 
for the support of schools would be abrogated, and that th0 
proportionate share of Talbot County of the fund derived 
from State taxation would be sufficient to keep the schools 
open but one half of the year; that, in order that County 
taxation might be authoritatively made, it would be necesh 
(Bary for the people to express their assent through the hah 
lot box. I requested that the tickets to be used upon tfaf 
day of the election should have upon their face such expreir 
sions as should indicate the views of the voters upon thii 
subject, and they were so printed. The result showed tha( 
there was no opposition worthy of consideration in any othev 
than one district, and there, I feel sure; the opposition origir 
uated from a misconception of the nature of the question at 
issue. The majority in the whole County was 967 in a vott 
of 1531, only 282 ballots having been cast against authoii- 
izing the Legislature to pass a law for Local Taxation t^ 
support the schools. 

III. ^*Your opinion of the general intelligence of the peo- 
ple of the County, and whether there are many who 
cannot read and write." 

I think we can compare favorably with any of our sister 
Counties, in general intelligence. There is no evidence tha^ 
we are lacking in that faculty called by 3ome metaphysi^ 
cians and known by common people as common 6enae,-*-the 
faculty which makes us to do our part in the work of the 
world successfully and well. We are all farmers, and it U 
said by strangers, very successful farmers ; not inapt to seiiie 
hold of all advantages, and by applying mind to mattet, 
work out our good. We are secluded from the rest of the 
world, but only so far secluded as to escape the mental and 
moral epidemics which pass over other communities. Our 
people, like all others purely agricultural, are not so bright 
and smart^ as the residents of towns and cities^ whoii^ h(\^ 
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are sharpened by attrition, but we find ourselves eqnal to the 
kindly contests with onr generons soil and halcyon skies. 
We have not much high scholarship, nor much gross ignor* 
ancey at least among the white population. A number of 
well educated people scattered throughout the County, and 
not congregated in the townp, has served to give our peoole 
a contempt of ignorance at least, if not a love of learning. 
Probably not more than five per centum of our white 
population are entirely illiterate ; but a much larger per- 
centage are so little instructed that their writing is far 
firom being a useful art to them, their reading is performed 
with such difficulty that it is not indulged in as a pleasure, 
and their arithmetic is confined to the simplest combinations 
of ntiml>ers. Of our negroes, I may say they are generally 
extremely ignorant, but the schools which have lately been 
established for their instruction, by the charity of benevo- 
lent societies abroad, are doing good service, and diminish- 
fng, it may be only grain by grain, this mountain of ig- 
norance. I should not refrain from stating briefiy in this 
•onnection that our people are becoming not simply recon- 
ciled to the establishment of these schools, but really desirous 
that they be maintained and be rendered efficient, though I 
see no dispQsition to give any pecuniary support, or active 
encouragement. I have thought it not proper, considerin;; 
the sensitiveness of the puplic mind, and that I was under 
no official obligation, to give any attention to these schools 
for colored children ; but the time will speedily come when 
public sentiment will not only permit but will demand that 
•6me provision be made for the education of this degraded 
dass, which comprises one-third of our whole population. 
Public safety, and public economy, if not the nigher and 
stronger motive of public justice will require it at our hands. 

IV. ** Whether there is evidence of zeal in sustaining Pub- 
lic Schools, and a willingness to erect and furnish 
. school houses." 

It cannot be said truthfully that there is any zed in sus- 
taining Public Schools, yet it may be said that if an attempt 
were made to destroy them by any party or set of men, so 
much attached are our people to their schools, that there 
would no longer be the apathy upon the subject of education 
which now exists. We pay our taxes for th^ support of 
schools willingly ; there is unanimity of sentiment that 
Aey must be sustained, that competent teachers must be 
employed, and adequate salaries paid ; that commodious 
houses with the proper appliances snould be built and kept 
fn order ; but there are few who will give their personal at- 
tention to these matters, and consequently, with ample 
means, and the very best intentions, small care has been 
taken to secure capable persons to take charge of the schools , 
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the bouses have fallen into a state of . decay and neglect; 
little interest has been felt by either teacher or pupils, and 
the schools have thus been poorly attended ana poorly 
taught. There has been more reluctance to pay district 
taxes for the building and repairs of houses than to pay the 
County taxes for the payment of salaries. I therefore think 
that, in any modification of the law towards making pro- 
vision for the erection of new or the restoration of old houses 
a tax should be levied upon the whole County, to pay for one-* 
half the cost of such work, leaving with each diHfrietto 
raise the other half, by district taxation. This I think 
Jwrould afford a salutary check upon the* demands for rievr 
houses, which would be almost universal if the whole cost 
should be derived from a County fund. Our people, I should 
add, have not yet learned to know the value of handsome, 
cheerful, well appointed school houses as educational agen- 
cies of themselves, apart from books, apparatus and teachers. 

V. " The action of your Board relative to Teachers' sal- 
aries — the rule adopted for the distribution of Text 
Books — the number of boys and girls who. attended 
school during the term ending November 15, 1865 — 
the aggregate amount paid for salaries and the amount 
paid for incidental expenses." 

As the tabular statement of the condition of the school^ 
rendered with this report will give all statistical information 
I need not make any reply to the latter portion of your in- 
quiry. When this Board came into office it found the schools 
m operation under teachers with fixed salaries. These 
ranged from $350 to $500 a year. No change was made 
during the first year. We deemed it inexpedient, if not 
impracticable, to adopt the system recommended by the 
8tate Board, that of a sliding scale, graduating the pay by 
the number of pupils in the school. The geographical for- 
mation of this County is such that there must neccHsarily be 
tnany small schools in the necks of land, bounded by wide 
water ; and we reflected that in such districts no amount of 
labor, diligence or ability on the part of the teacher whose 
lot was cast in these neighborhoods could raise his number 
of pupils above that required for the minimum salary. We 
know also that some of our most capable and deserving 
teachers were in the occupancy of these necessarily small 
schools. . We therefore determined to assign specific salaries 
to the different schools, having regard to the grade of, 
the teacher, the size and the location of his school. Our 
maximum and minimum remain $500 and $350. Our vil« 
lage teachers of the same grade and size of school receive the 
larger salaries. 

Our system of distributing Text-Books, during the year 
ending June 30th, 1866| was i?o allow t\ve teoi^YL^T \x^ xsiti^^ ^ 
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requisition for as many books as he had reason to believe 
would be required hj his school for the year. These books 
were charged to the school, and issued upon these reqai* 
sitions, countersigned by the District Commissioner of that 
district in which the schools were located. It was found 
that this system was attended with loss to the Board, and 
that many more books were called for than were actually need- 
ed, thus leaving many books on hand in the school houses sub- 
ject to depredations and injury. We have therefore recalled 
all books remaining unsold, to the office, and now issue no 
more than are actually required for the immediate wants of 
each school, and charge them directly to the teacher, making 
him accountable for their full value, and deducting^ it from 
his quarterly salary. We believe this plan is working well| 
securing greater care and economy. We make no charge of 
stationery, believing that its cost will be covered by the 
small advance made upon the price of the books. 

yi« ^^How long will you be able to continue the schools 
with the present income ?" 

We mean to keep our schools open for the ten months con- 
stituting the school year. Our people through the C!ounty 
CommiRflioners will furnish us the necessary funds. Our 
chief difficulty in this regard arrives from the fact that we 
cannot get possession of the money levied for our use. This 
has rendered it necessary for us to borrow frequently, and I 
fear our false system of County finance will render it neces- 
sary for us to coDtinue this vicious practice by anticipating 
our income by loans. But the schools will be kept open 
maugre this trouble. 

VII. '* Your opinion of the school law. Is it a good working 
system, and adapted to your wants? What additions, 
alterations or amendments would you advise?" 

The alterations and amendments which have suggested 
themselves to my mind have already been anticipated b^ the 
action of the ^^ Association of School Commissioners" m its 
late and previous sessions. I would suggest however, that 
an abbreviation of the length and a change of thetime of va* 
cation to September, would be acceptable to many if not 
most of our people. So much time is necessarily lost in the 
County from foul weather that long intermissions of study 
are not required ; and September is a month in which the at- 
tendance of the children is smallest and most irregular, 
owing to sickness and the demands of labor. This is a sub- 
ject, however, which I Will not pursue, as it may be pre- 
sented by those having in charge the subject of amendments 
to the law, and there is not such an unanimity among our 
people as to justify me in insisting upon it. 

The main features of the law under which we are work- 
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ing, after i^e erperieboe of one year, hicv^ tny hearty appro- 
bation, for these among other reasons. First, because it is 
a general law for the whole State. Second, because it pro- 
rides for a State, a County, a district, and an individual 
school supervision. Third, because it removes, as fair as is 
possible in this County, the whole matter of school adminis- 
tration from the domain of politics. Fourth, because it 
Srovides a uniform scrie's of Text Books throughout the 
tate. Fifth, because it secures schools by the State levy to 
all parts of the State, for at least one-half of the year, even 
to those Counties which have been heretofore unable or un- 
willing to support public free schools. Sixth, because it 
makes provision for the education of professional teachers 
by the establishment of a normal school, the formation of 
Teachers' Institutes, and the organization of Teachers' Asso- 
ciations. Seventh, because it provides for a system of gradu- 
ated schools for the State from the lowest primary to 
tiie highest university, and professional school. 

The objections which are made to the law are mostly the 
result of a misapprehension of its provisions, ignorance of 
the details of its administration, or unreasonable prejudice. 
The objections may thus be stated. Ist. The syi3tem is. an 
expensive one to the State at large, and to the several Coun- 
ties. That it costs something to the State cannot be gain- 
iaid, but the question immediately occurs, are not the bene- 
fits accruing more than a compensation for the cost ? This 
is for every candid mind to answer. With no records of the 
expenses of the schools under the County systetri^ it is im- 
possible to know with absolute precision the difPereuce of the 
cost of the two systems, but from such information as can 
be gathered, I am justified in saying that for this County at 
least, the new system is one of economy and saving. 2nd. 
The school officers receive exorbitant salaries for small ser- 
yice. As the amount of these salaries are enormously exag<^ 
gerated in the minds of the people, there is no wonder that 
•uch an objection should suggest itself. But a knowledge of 
the truth would show that no men doing so muieh work for 
the State are so inadequately paid. 3d. That the people 
are debarred from the privilege of electing their school 
efficers, and through them the teachers. As this is an ob- 
jection that needs but be stated, to bring its own answer I 
shall not essay any reply. 4th. That books are issued to 
the children at prices above what they can be sold by private 
dealers. As no parent is obliged to buy of the County 
Board, and as n6 County Board is obliged to buy of the 
State Board, this objection could have little force, even if it 
had truth for a foundation ; but the truth is, the books are 
sold to the children at fully 15 percent, below the retail 
prices of the dealers, and the small advance whi(;h is charged 
above the wholesale prices is barely B\\£i^v^Ti\ Vi ^wj ^^ 
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cost of transportation, and of tlie stationery, which is fur- 
nished to the schools free of all charge wh?itever. To those 
who advocate the supplying hooks free of all cost to the child* 
ren it may be said* that we believe the present system is eco- 
nomical, because it prevents the wanton destruction of books; 
that it teaches the children neatness and care, by placing the 
ownership in them ; and lastly, that it secures the important 
end of enabling the pupil to possess and retain the manuals 
with which he has become familiar to be used as means to 
continue his education, or as books of reference after he 
shall have left school. The presence of books in every 
family is a means of educating the popular mind, and if 
there can be no others let them be the Text-Books. 

There is one class of our citizens who make no objection 
to the law, but on the contrary are its most earnest advo* 
cates — I mean the teachers. They of all others are the 
n^st capable from their general intelligence, and their po» 
sition to judge of its merits and defects. At a meeting of 
the '* Teachers' Association" of this County, they gave ex- 
pression to their estimation of the system, in a series of r^ 
solutions warmly endorsing all its leading features. I can 
safely commit the defense of the law to this body of our 
citizens, feeling confident that they who can speak without 
the slightest suspicion of partisan or selfish motives, are 
able and willing to uphold the new school system, and repel 
any attack that may be made upon it. Under it, they secure 
a just estimate of their own services, permanence of situar 
tion, punctuality in their pay, sympathy in the labor and an 
appreciation of their honorable profession. And under ihia 
stimulus they all declare that they are able to tdach with 
greater zeal and renewed energy and increased ability. 

Having replied to all your enquiries, as fully as is necea- 
sasy,'or perhaps more at length than I should have done, I 

Sroceed to give an account of the school work in this County 
uring the past year and up to this date, disregarding 
those matters which are set forth satisfactorily in the tabur 
lar reports herewith rendered. 

When this Board assumed the charge of the schools, it 
found the County already laid off into School Districts, each of 
which was supplied with a house, and with a teacher actively 
engaged in his duties. There was no record of the boundai 
ries of these districts, and no recorded title to a large majority 
of the houses and lands attached. The number of School 
Districts was greater and so remains, than would be necessary 
but for the peculiar formation of the County. The segrega^- 
tion of our population into small neighborhoods by the nor 
merous watercourses, or estuaries, by which the whole County 
is intersected, renders a multiplication of School Districts unap 
Toidable, if we would place Schools within the reach of everjr 
child. This leads to an evil hereafter to be referred to. 
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namely^ an increase of the number of the schools at the ex- 
pense of their excellence. None of these houses were in good 
condition. .The best are found in the villages. Yet thej 
were habitable, with two or three exceptions. The teachers 
were continued in their schools, and after the expiration of the 
fall term, which gave an opportunity to the President and 
other Commissioners to visit the Schools, make the personal 
acquaintance of the teachers, and learn something of their 
qualifications by observing their methods of teaching and their 

Sowers of discipline, they are called upon for examination, 
'he standard of competency was raised much above that which 
had been esteemed sufficiently high by the former exami- 
ners, consequently many teachers declined submitting to 
the test of an examination, and resigned their places. 
Others were rejected as incompetent, and yet others were al- 
lowed to teach upon a permit, with the understsnding that they 
were again to be examined, when if they should be found dis- 
qualified they were to surrender their schools. The large 
majority of these under a second trial, showed that they had 
availed themselves of the intervening time to prepare for this 
trial, and were passed. Of the forty-two teachers employed 
in the Schools two received certificates of the first grade, 
and eighteen of the second grade. Upon a second examina- 
-tion five others received second grade certificates. There are 
now forty-one Schools in operation, under two first grade 
teachers and thirty of the second grade. All others are teach- 
ing under permit. We have been gradually eliminating the 
indifferent, and substituting efficient teachers. This cannot 
be accomplished instantly, but will be done ps fast as is con- 
sistent with the rights of the teacher and the good of the 
schools. Time is required to show the unfitfulness of a 
teacher who has shown his competency upon examination. 
Two new schools have been opened, and three old ones are 
closed, for want of a sufficient number of children. As far as 
we have been able, without fqnd especially devoted to the 
purpose, we have bad repairs made upon the houses, and 
we await legislation to enable us to do much more in this di- 
rection. 

In answer to your inquiry made in your circular letter of 
Sept. 24th: '^What has been done towards organizing a 
County High-School?" I am able to reply. It was not the 
intention of thii Board to attempt the foripation of a High- 
Bchool in this County, inasmuch as the Easton Academy 
was in a measure fulfilling the purposes of such a school, un* 
til the State Board of Education should adopt some plan for 
the organization of like schools throughout the State, which 
duty seems to be required of that Board by the law. But as 
the death of Mr. Matthew Spencer during the year, rendered 
it necessary that the Trustees should elect a principal for the 
Academy, it was thought that it would be better to undectake 
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the establishment of a High-School at once ; and accordingly 
adyertisement was made, as directed by the law, for propo- 
sals from the various districts and towns of the^ County, to 
furnish free of charge suitable buildings and apparatus for a 
High-iSchool. The only oifer which was received by this 
Board was Irom the Trustees of the Easton Academy, who 
proposed to execute a deed of lease to this Board, of their 
building for five years, at the nominal sum oi one dollar a 
year. This oifer was accepted, and the papers executed. 
We have also received of them a fund of f l,;i75 to be used at 
our discretion. 1 cannot but refer to the frank and liberal 
manner in which this transaction was conducted on the part of 
the gentlemen of tiie Board of Trustees and to the cordial sup- 
port which many of them continue to render to the High* 
bchool, which has superseded the school managed by them for 
so many yesrs, and with so much wisdom. This Board after 
waiting tor instructions from the State Board as long as was 
possible, by direction of the State Superintendent, framed a 
plan of organization for the proposed school, which was made 
to comply with all the req[uirements of the law, as far as this 
was practicable, and submitted it to you for your sanction or 
rejection. This having met your approbation, the plan was 
formally adopted, and teachers were selected. Prot. Joshua 
O.UoIburn, a graduate of Howard,a gentleman of scholarship, 
purity of character, and extensive experience in teaching was 
elected Principal, and Miss Susan B. Conant, a lady ot high 
culture and elegant accomplishments, the assistant m charge 
of the department for girls. On the 1st day of October the 
High-Sciiool went into operation with forty scholars. The 
course of study embraces the Ancient and Modern Languages, 
Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and all those branches 
which are taught in the best schools. An instructor in Musio 
is nominally connected with the school, and we expect to be 
able to have vopal music taught in this as in all the largei 
schools of the County when lunds for that purpose can be ob- 
tained. Calisthenics is already taught the girls, and Mili- 
tary Tactics will be introduced as soon as a suitable teacher 
can be secured. An attempt has been made, with flattering 
success, to unite in one scuool the pupils of both sexiss. 
While the boys and the girls have each their separate rooms 
where they are assembled, when not engaged in recitation, 
under the charge of a teacher of their owu«ex, the classes are 
composed of botb the one and the other. Their iuflucqice is 
mutually salutary. In addition to the happy effect upon the 
behavior of the pupils, this union in classes has afforded a 
new incentive to the pupils, and given more time to the teach- 
er, while it has conferred the additional^ adyantage of bringing 
every child under the tuition of both the principal and 
Assistant. 
,/J.^he, school ia aUocesbfuUjr perfoimijag its, wprk andjt is the 
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determination of this Bodrd, that defects and deficiencies as 
soon as they betray themselves, whether in the plan of or-* 
ganization, the internal discipline, or course of study, shall 
be remedied. A Board of visitors of zealous and intelligent 
gentlemen, constituted of the Hon. U. U. U-oids borough. 
Col. Samuel Hambleton, J. C. W. Fowell, Esqr., and JJr. 
Joseph Chamberlaine, has been appointed, and these with the 
President of this Board will have the school under iheir 
special supervision. With as fervent desire and intention to 
make this school all that the friends of education in the 
County can wish, they will allow no impediment to stand in 
the way of a full accomplishment of this their earnest pur- 
pose. In concluding what I have to say of this Uigh-jSciiOol| 
it should be mentioned that one great good whicii it has 
measurably accomplished, is the eradicating the prejudices 
which has existed so long in the community against sending 
children, especially girls, to Public Schools. This school 
now has for pupils the children of our most respected citizens. 

The objection is offered to the establishment of one High- 
School in each County, that its advantages and benefits are 
local — that is confined to but lew of tne whole body of citi- 
zens ; and it has been suggested that the funds appropriated to 
one school should be divided among three, lour or more. 
The same objection would in some degree pertain to these 
schools — their benefits would be still iobal. But is not tl^ 
objection overborne by the advantage to the whole community 
of having one thoroughly good school, of the best order, in a 
county, ot three or four ot inferior grade, which they must^ be, 
from the very small amount of money which each could receive 
from the State ? Our District Schools should be made equal 
to the wants of the many who are not, and our High-Schools 
should be for those who are anxious and willing to give their 
children a more extended course of study, if evei'y mau must 
have equal advantages, an impossibility, as the world is 
constituted, no enterprise for the ameliorationof society could 
be undertaken or accomplished. Much that we enjoy to the 
exclusion of our fellows, assise much that we sutler, is the 
result of accident or of those laws which are so recondite that 
.ire cannot discover their origin or mode of action. The occu^ 
pant of an island in our bay who complains that he' has not 
a school at his door, complains as foolishly as he who thinks 
his lot a hard one because he was not born heir to a fortukie. 

During the past year we have put in operation those appli- 
ances which the law points Out lor securing efficient teacuers 
in the future, and the improvement of tnose now actively 
engaged in school work. Permits have been issued to the lull 
number of pupils which this County is entitled to in the 
Normal School: I take pleasure in testifying to the admira- 
ble tuition of Professor ISewelU as shown by an actual exam; 
Ination of our own students, now in that institution. 
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Early in July, upon an invitation by this Board, Professors 
Newell and Leakin visited this County for the purpose of 
holding a Teachers' lustitute. Although the Institute was 
held during vacatiou, when many of the teachers were absent, 
seeking relaxation, and at a season of intensely hot weather, 
the attendance of the teachers, which was purely voluntary, 
was large, and consisted of our most zealous and competent 
men and women. As the purposes of these meetings were 
not clearly understood, and the manner of conducting them 
entirely understood, to both the people and teachers, some 
were disposed to regard them as mere novelties of a new sys- 
tem, designed to cajole them into an appropriation ; others 
looked upon them d!s stated opportunities for visionary pro- 
fessors to give air to their theories of education, or their 
methods of instruction, or it may be, to introduce a new 
series of Text- Books in which they had a pecuniary inter* 
est ; and yet others expected long homilies on pedagogical 
methods, morals and manners, or magnificcUs with the 
finest rhetorical modulations in praise of education, or 
eulogies upon Cadmus, that apostle of letters to Greece, 
or upon Galileo, that martyr of science, or those fathers and 
doctors of more modern times Pestalozzi, Doctor Arnold, 
Horace Mann, or some other saint of our school hagiogra- 
phy — all interesting, but futile subjects. Upon assembling, 
however, it was soon learned that the proceedings were to be 
ol the most practical character, and discussions in which all 
were to engage .were to take the place of long and learned 
disquisitions. The Institute was opened daily with prayer 
by one of the clergy of our town, and by the reading, after- 
wards, of a short pertinent extract, by one the teachers. The 
subject of the day was then introduced by the Professors, such 
as the best method of teaching cliildren to spell, to read or to 
write, or the porper use and the abuse of Text-Books ; 
the value of oral teaching ; the use of the black-board ; 
school discipline, school offences and school punishments; 
school organization, with reference to classification, and the 
time to be devoted to the hearing of lessons. The teachers 
were called upon to give their views and state their own 
plans ; and alter the subject bad been very thoroughly dis- 
cussed, the Professor gave his own summing up, and laid 
down what he deemed to be the law, or rule of conduct. 
These discussions are always earnest and animated, and I 
feel sure that many teachers who were present were pleas- 
urably surprised to find that what they had themselves been 
doing met the approbation of those who were their elders in 
the profession, and had made all systems their study. Their 
discussions also showed that we had men and women capable 
of thinking for themselves, ingenious in expedients and plans 
and able in the execution of them— any thing else than the 
traditional routine teachers. They s)iowed too that the best 
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had mucli to learn, and the obscurest had something to teach. 
Oar Institute continued in session four days, and but for the 
intense heat would have continued longer, as the interest was 
unabated. 

Upon the adjournment of the Institute, a Teachers' Asso^ 
ciation was formed, which, according to its constitution, must 
meet once each term. Already there have been two meet- 
ings, with full attendance, the proceedings of one of which, 
with reference to sustaining our school law, and suggesting 
amendments, I had the honor to present to the Association 
of School Commissioners, at its last meeting. 

Of the results of these Institutes and Associations, suffi- 
cient time has elapijed to enable me to speak confidentlj. The 
teachers who attended them entered upon their duties at the 
beginning of the present school year with renewed zeal ; the 
indifferent were stimulated, and the weak and timid were en- 
couraged. The good teacher felt the spur of ambition to dis- 
tinguish himself among his fellows, while in the whole body 
was engendered that esprii de corpa^ which is so necessary in 
every profession. Our teachers are beginning to take pride in 
that prominence which excellence in any calling, bestows. 
Many of the suggestions and plans laid before the Associa- 
tion, are now acted upon in the schools in different parts of 
the County, and with great success. Teachers themselves say 
they are now better teachers than they were before, and I 
can substantiate what they declare. Unused black-boards 
are turn edto account ; outline maps are asked for ; books to 
prosecute higher branches of study are demanded ; school 
journals subscribed to, and our teachers are acquiring the 
first of all qualifications, a desire to know more, that thoy 
may teach better. 

I must unite my voice with that of almost every school of- 
ficer and teacher in the land, in lamenting that evil, which, 
of all others, most impairs the usefulness of our common 
schools, the irregularity of the attendance. It has become 
so great as almost to threaten the existence of a Public 
School system. The teachers and many interested in the 
subject of education, are demanding that legislative action 
should be had, compelling the parent to send his child to 
school,. at least a part of the year. This would not be in 
accordance with the spirit of our institutions, and would 
hardly be tolerated by our people. No one is willing to be 
compelled to do right.^ The other remedies for this evil are 
so slow of action that the teacher who is harrassed by the 
loss of discipline in his school, the complaints of parents of 
the small progress of their children, the increase of his labor, 
by the multiplication of his classes, is ready to abandon his 
school in despair. If he must wait for the community to be 
educated to such a point of appreciation of education that 
the parents will not keep their children at homA V^ «i^^ >» 
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few dollars by their labor, or if he mu^t continue to straggle 
to mak^ his school, which more than one-half the time h^ 
deserted, so attractive that the children will not staj away, 
he fears that old age will find him still with a beggarly ac- 
count of empty benches. Yet these are the only remedies 
that are feasible. The people do not know the extent of this 
evil. In this County, I believe I am safe in saying, not one- 
half the children, within the legal ages, attend one-half of 
any one term. 

Another evil impedes us which is probably peculiar to this 
County, the multplication of schools to such an extent that 
they cannot all be filled wtth a proper number of pupils to 
give interest to either children or teacher. This is owing to 
three circumstances. 1st, to the geographical formation of 
the County, previously referred to^ur territory being cut up ' 
into narrow necks of land by creeks or arms of the bay. We are 
compelled to have schools in these neighborhoods, or deprive 
a large number of our people of their privileges ; yet the 
population is often too small to give a sufficient number of 
children to contribute an efficient school. 2nd, to the exis- 
tence of large landed estates, which prevents a great density 
of population, and enables and requires the proprietors to 
employ private tutors, or to send their children abroad, as 
Public Schools cannot be established for want of a proper 
number of children. That section of the County which was 
earliest subdivided into small farms has now, not only the 
most numerous, but the best attended and best taught 
schools ; and there, too, we find the greatest interest in the : 
cause of education, the teacher most esteemed, and the > 
greatest amount of general intelligence. 3rd, to the exist-> 
ence in our midst of a large body of colored people, who are - 
by law excluded from the schools. No one would think of 
advocating the admission of the children of these people 
into the schools for the whites ; but as they make up fully 
.two-fifths of our whole population, and much more than that 
proportion of the laborers who furnish the largest part of the 
children, our schools thereby fall short in their number of 
pupils one-third, if not one-half of what they would be, were 
our population homogeneous. This is an evil which time 
only can remedy. The continued division of landed estates 
and the gradual disappearance of the black race from among 
us, will ultimately give us full and effective schools. 

The President of this Board has made it his duty to visit 
all the schools of the County, at least four times, except one 
so remote that he was not able to reach it so often. In these ' 
visits he has been thrown into contact, not only with the ' 
teachers and children, but with the parents. Upon the • 
last he has endeavored to impress the necessity of sending 
their children regularly to school, and the duty of aiding - 
the teacher, by upholding his authority and by words of en* 
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€Oura^ement. He hae been accttstomed to observe the order 
and discipline maintained by the teachers, and their method 
of instruction ; to give such suggestions to them as he 
thought would be conducive to the excellence of the schools, • , 
and to afford them that sympathy in their ill requited labors 
which they so rarely receive. He has examined the child- 
ren^ at each visit, in their studies, inspected their books, and 
endeavored, in short addresses, to inspire them with an 
ambition to excel in their studies, and with a desire io prac- 
tice those virtues which are the basis of good character. A 
less pleasant duty has been to listen to complaints made of 
teachers, to examine into their foundation, and administer 
the proper corrective, when necessary. Jn all these visits he 
has met with hospitality and courtesy from those, too, upon 
whom he had not even the claims of acquaintance ; and 
though the labors have been arduous, they have always been 
cheered by the cordial greeting of the teachers, the bright 
smile of the children, and the warm reception of the parents 
into their homes when the day's work was over. 

Upon a survey of the operations of the year, with whatr 
ever shortcomings, whether from incapacity within ourselves 
or from opposition without, it is evident that muqh has been 
accomplished. The conscientious worker may see where he 
has failed, and where he could have done better, but he is 
not blind to what has been done. .Although this may not 
be appreciable by those not engaged actively in school duties, 
it being of such a nature that it cannot be measured by sensi- 
\>\e standards, yet it is not the less real. A system of schools 
of many and novel details has been made to support another 
which was commended by long familiarity. Inaugurated 
amidst a great social revolution, and encountering at the 
very beginning, not simply the passive opposition of that 
wise conservatism, which induces us, to retain what is old 
though it* may not be the best, rather than hastily to adopt 
what is new, though it may be better, but also that active op-, 
position of highly wrought prejudice which classes all 
measures of a hostile party, however beneficent, in the same 
category with those which are most ohnoxions, this system 
has been placed in successful operation. Temperateness, 
impartiality and conciliation have marked the administration 
of this law, and these have been met, on the part of our fel- 
low citizens, with indulgence when errors have been com- 
mitted, encouragement when diflBiculties have been encoun- 
tered, and commendation more frequently than it was justly 
due. . The standard of qualification of teachers applying for 
schools, has been raised ; those already employed have oeen 
taught to be more efficient ; methods of instruction have 
been improved ; the interests of parents and children has 
been awakened ; the school funds have been economized ; 
schiK^l accounts are orderly and accurately ke^t*^ ^c\^<^<^V 



.bouBefi rendered more comfortable and sitractiYei and, in 
short, the whole school machinery made to work smoothly, 
evenly and profitably. And though this has not been done 
without much labor, many annoyances, and not a little so- 
licitude, yet it has brought its reward to those who have 
been instrumental in its accomplishment. The consciousness 
of having done some good with no selfish end, the knowledge 
that whatever betide, they have laid the foundations, who- 
ever may build, of a system of Free Public Schools in Tal- 
bot CJounty, which will ever remain sources of unmixed 
satisfaction. 

Very respectfully, 

Sahuel a. Habbison, 
Presideni of the Board. 
Easton, Deeember 26^A, 1866. 



WASHINGTON COUNTT. 

Bev. L. Van BoKKELEif, LL. D., 

State Superintendent of Fvblic Instruction. 
Sir : 

In accordance with the provisions of Sect. 6., By-Laws, 
and your circular C, I have the honor to present the 
following report, as President of the Board of School Com- 
missioners for Washington County. 

The statistics furnished in Tables, A, B, C, and D, are 
as full as they can be made. They lack that definite and 
positive value which would have attached to them, had the 
schools continued four terms, and the terms been fully kept 
in every school. As I advised you in my former report, a 
number of the schools did not open until after the 4th of 
September, 1865, and some for prudential reasons, or be- 
cause of necessity, did not make full terms. With the pros- 
pects before us for the current year, it is hoped a far greater 
value will be given to the statistical report by a more careful 
attention to aetails upon the part of teachers and Commis- 
sioners. 

The total number of different pupils in the schools last 
year (6,689) while embracing the greatest part of the children 
of the County, does not include all the available educational 
material. Many children who now attend private schools, 
or are taught in families, will eventually be drawn into the 
Public Schools ; and the means now used for private tuition 
be, in a great measure, applied to the help of the system. 
A very liberal^ disposition is manifested by some of the 
patrons of public education in contributing largely of their 
means for the employment of first class teachers. In some 
of our districts, patrons by voluntary contributions add 



from $40 to $135 per term to tbe saUry of tlia feacKfirf 
as "fixed and paid by the Board of School Commissioners, . 

The Board are nsing every effort to foster and increase such 
liberality, and are encouraged to hope for success. They, feel 
assured that the beneficial results of this svstem in th^ pa9t 
will aid in enlarging the disposition and m extending in 4 
greatly increased degree the good which has resulted here- 
tofore. 

The examination of teachers, which closed on the 31st of 
January, showed that about one-fourth failed to reach the 
standard. Their places have been filled by competent in- 
structors. With this addition of new and good teachers, 
and the very beneficial results of the Teachers' Institute, so 
ably conducted here in September by Profs. , Newell lau^* 
Leakin, the schools have been re-opened with evidence of in- 
creased zeal and ability ; and it is confidently expected that 
the results will be very marked. 

In all the towns of the County the 'schools have be^fl. 

S graded with very good results. The people are growing in 
iavor towards the system. They see that there is uniformity 
and order, and that proper efforts are b^ing made to ao^ 
complish the greatest possible good with the means in hand. 

It is to be regretted that proper buildings have not yelj 
been secured for a High School, and that. its establishment, 
has not yet been deemed practicable. The systematic, ar- 
rangement of schools, which is being effected will soon prq- 
vide such material for an advanced school as will earnestly, 
demand its establishment, and, with such a demand, it is be- 
lieved there will be found little, if any, difficulty in the way, 
of opening a very creditable High School. . , 

The subject of the continuance of the County tax. hai, 
been presented to the people by publication of a notice con- 
taining the provisions of the law and the constitution, :and^ 
urging them to act upon the suggestions at the approacliiugj 
election. It has been fully canyassed during thq year, 
whenever opportunity offered, and will be still, further, 
urged on the people by circular letters and : by eveyy. other . 
available means. The need of a fund from which to provide ; 
for incidentals, rents, repairs, &c., is being daily f(St, and, 
while the subject has not attracted the attention due it, it is, 
still thought that sufficient will be done to secure the. con- 
tinuance of the County tax until such time as it can be cop,-,. 
veniently dispensed with. '. .). 

The only available means for building thus far, has been 
contributions by way of loan by the people, upon thocpn- - 
dition that six per cent, interest on the cost of the school * 
house shall be allowed as rent until such time as the. prin- 
cipal can be paid from the fund, or by voluntary cox^- 
tributions. i , ., ', 

The uniformity of Text-Books has been ^tod\\ftlv^4 ^^ 
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much goody and has paved the way for ereaier favor towards 
the system. The frequent changes under our old local law 
was a source of great annoyance as well as of expenditure, 
and caused much dissalisfaction. The permanency and 
moderate cost attending the uniform series has dissipated 
much of this feeling; and has thus done sood to the system 
of public education. Very respectfully, 

Thos. a. Boullt, 

President of the Board. 



WORCESTER G0U2TTY. 

To Bbv. L. Van Bokeslbn, 

StcUe Superintendent of Pvhlic Instruction. 
Sir: 

We have kept our schools open the entire year, so far as 
we could provide teachers. But some of the schools were 
kept open only a fraction of the term for whioh they were 
reported^ and this occasions the average cost to appear small. 
To provide competent teachers has been one of our sreat 
difficulties, while the condition of our school houses and the 
accommodation to be secured for teachers in many of our 
County districts, have not been such as to invite teachers 
from abroad. Some attention has already been given to 
preparing for the position of teacher, and we hope ere long 
to have a supply of teachers from among our own people. 

We have some surplus funds from our income ot the past 
year, which we intend appropriating to building and repair- 
ing school houses. Something has been done towards the 
repairs of school houses ; but we have not received the plans 
and specifications prepared b^ the State Board, in time to d« 
anything as yet toward building new ones. Orders have 
been passed for building several ; but from the cause here 
mentioned, no progress has been made in carrying out these 
orders. Where I have reported, in the balance statement, 
so few additional school houses needed, it is not that we need 
t^e additional number, and not that we do not need piany 
new ones to supply the place of the old, the ill adapted ones 
we now have. 

Otlr attention was, at first, confined to the district schools, 
and to getting them in successful operation, for we felt there 
t7as too much to do in that particular branch of our duty, 
to turn our attention so early to the establishment of High 
Schools. But as we advauced in our work, the question of 
High Schools came prominently before us. 

Knowledge of our County, and of the disposition of our 
people in this matter assured us, that no one High School 
established at any place in the Couiity would afford the do- 
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sired advantage to all sections of the Countj, and if parents 
were compelled to send their children from home to educate 
them, they would more likely send them out of the State or 
County, than send them to the High School of the County. 
In view of this, we concluded to establish, in the three 
centres of population (provided suitable buildings and fur- 
niture were furnished by the districts for that purpose,) such 
schools as would afford all the advantages of a High School 
education to those several districts. With such a proffer, 
we advertised for proposals for High Schools. Berlin has ac- 
cepted the terms proposed, and we have established a High 
School there. 

Under our arrangement, the High School is made.to em- 
brace the different departments of Primary, Grammar, and 
High School. The principal has the supervision of each of 
these departments. Tuition is furnished free in them all, 
even in the highest department, and in the most advanced 
studies taught therein. 

In my previous report, I suggested a change in the law, 
such as would require a larger bond to be given by the treas- 
urer, when there was a large County school fund. This, 
now, appears the more important, as our lawyers have pro- 
nounced, that under the existing law, any larger bond, than 
that specified in the law, would be void. 

I would further suggest a provision requiring School 
Commissioners to give bond for tne faithful appropriation of 
all school funds entrusted to them. It often occurs that 
large sums of money are paid over to them for disbursement, 
and large amount of boo^s are in their hands. It would be 
well that there should be some security for the faithful dis- 
charge of this trust. And it would be much better to make 
such provision now, when there are good and faithful men 
in those positions, than to wait for some future time, when 
losses may have occurred. 

One other amendment of the law I would propose. It has 
been suggested to me by a County Commissioner, (and the 
suggestion meets with the approval of all I have heard 
speak on the subject) that it would be better to make the 
school tax such as will cover all the expenses of the schools, 
and not to make one tax for the support of the schools, and 
another to pay the salaries of the School Commissioners. 

Saml. K. Stewart, 

PresiderU of the Board. 
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County Tables A, B, C, D, and Statements of Receipts and 
Disbursements for the Counties of Allegany, Anne Arundel, 
Baltimore and Calvert, are published to show the character 
of the statistics reported and the m6de of collecting the 
facts embodied in State Tables A, B, C, D, E and F. Alle- 
gany County shows the result where the schools were open 
part of the year. Anne Arundel the result in a medium 
size County. Baltimore the result in a large County, and 
Calvert the result in a small County. 

The State Tables are made up from the footings of the 
Clounty Tables and show the total results in all the Counties. 

For the remaining Counties only one of the County t-ebles, 
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Value of 

School books 

distributed, 

whether sold or 

loaned. 


$438 05 
393 74 
248 56 
175 34 
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School furniture. 
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Amount expended 
during the year in build- 
ing, repairing 
and furnishing School- 
houses, 
not included in 
Incidental expenses. 
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Total cost of 
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Showing the number <^ Private Sekoole reported; the number of Teaeh&re and PupUe 

in each County ana the City qf BaiUvnore, 



COUNTIES. 



AU^anj 

AnneAmndel 

Baltimore Citj^ 

Baltimore County. 

Oalyert^ 

Garolme 

Carroll 

CecU 

ChtflcB.... 

Dorehester 

Frederick 

HaJrfbrd...^....:. 

Howard.... 

Kent 

Montgomery 

Prince George 

Qiieen Anne 

Somerset 

St. Mary's ..i.. 

Talbot 

Washington 

Worcester 



Number of 


Number of 


Total No« 


Priv.Sch'ls 


Teachers 


of Pupils 


reported. 


reported. 


reported. 


10 


15 


763 


8 


14 


215 


n 


815 


13,647 


36 


46 


993 


••• 


•.* 




2 


2 


27 


6 


17 


208 


8 


9 


no 


*•• 
4 


• •• 

6 


•••••a 

106 


20 


26 


1,132 


6 


9 


139 


6 


... 


••r*a. 


6 


5 


105 


9 


13 


209 


6 


... 




5 


5 


65 


3 


3 


62 


1 


1 


10 


4 


5 


91 


10 


10 


. 155 


3 


3 


106 


222 


504 


18,133 



Showing the number o/Pnblie SehooU which were continued ae Prieoate JSchoole qfter 

the Public Sehoole eloeed^ with the number of Teaehere and Pupile and rate qf 

Tuition, for the School year ending June 30, 1866. 



COUNTIES. 



Allegany..... 

Anne Arundel 

Baltimore City 

Baltimore County. 

Calyert 

Caroline 

Carroll 

Cedl 

Charles 

Dorchester 

Frederick...... 

Harford 

Howard 

Kent.. 

Montgomery 

Prince George's.... 

Queen Anne 

BDmerset ;... 

St. Mary's 

Talbot 

Washington 

Worcester -.< 



Number 

of 
Schools. 



20 
2 



15 
25 
24 

... 

1 
26 
... 

3 
17 



••• 
8 

• •• 

29 
3 



Number 

of 
Teachers. 
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20 

... 
... 
... 
... 
.. . 
15 
27 
24 
».. 

1 
26 
... 

3 
17 
... 
••* 
... 

8 
... 
29 

d 

173 



Rate of 

Tuition 
per term. 



$3 90 



2 50 
2 25 



2 50 



.f . ... 
3 50 



2 50 

2 20 

3 00 



Number 

of 
Pupils. 



600 



453 
580 
450 

"45 

783 

105 
327 



96 

927 
75 

4^441 



PIIIVA.TE SCHOOLS. 



Pbmbrokb School, Baltimore, Decemb^ 4/A, 186'6. 

Pembroke School has been in operation since Septetaber, 
1863. During the first year the number of students was 
56, the second year 96, the third vear 90, the fourth year 
107, in the third month of the session. 

The average age of students is about 13 years. Probably 
no Private School in Baltimore has ever secured so lar^e a 
patronage in so short a time. 

It is the design^ of the Principal to erect upon ground 
already secured for the purpose, a commodious School Build- 
ing, which, in adaptation to its object, shall be equal, if not 
superior to any Private Institution in the City. 

J AS. C. KINEARj Principal. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN CECIL COUNTY-^F. A. Ellk, 
President. — The select Female Schools at Fair Hill and Zion 
have been established by the Rev. J. H. Johns, a Presbyte- 
rian 01er.2;vman, and are taught by yoang lad'es, two at 
Fi\ir IJ.ill and one at Zion. The teach er at Fair H.ll receives 
$800 a yeai and her board; tee othei, being a.t^mcherjof 
Drawing and Musn, receives a salary sotiewhat higher. 
Ti:e teachtr at Zion receives a salary of $^00 ond her board. 
It is the desig-n of the j^atrons of tiiese Schools, as J uuder- 
statid, to placfe them under the charge ot th« School Board 
so soon as we are prepared to establish graded schools in 
their localities, and the necessary buildings can be supplied. 
The other schools, named in the Report, are all small spbools, 
kept by ladies in their own houses, except that »of B. F. 
Heath, in Port Deposit, who has, I believe, some 80 or 85 
scholars. 



PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN DORCHESTER COUNTY^ 
Robert F. Thompson, President,— ^T\iQ Female Seminnry in 
Cambridge is very flourishing, and the Academy is prosj^er- 
ous, though not so successful as it ought to be in a t6wn as 
large as Cambridge. Private Schools are poorly maintaiaod. 
Some 8 schools were started the Fall terra as subscriptton 
schools, but the most of them closed for want of support a^d 
on account of sickness, before the en4 of the term ; I tliere- 
fpre make no report above. 



tMta 



PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN HOWARD COUNTY-^., K. 
Dashibll, PreaidetU.—I addressed a circular to each Private 



26S 

(iebool m the ei^Aty, aiirf. I -hcye havj TepJi?jfe:. only from R. 5. 
Archer, Eitq , ot Pavapsco Insiituto, and Mr. Matthews^ of 
Phronokosmian Kail. , . 



PHIVATE SCHOOLS IN HARFOm> C0U2tTT—T, S. 
0. Smith, President. — The Private Schools herein reported 
are well conducted. The Classics are taught in all the male 
and in one of the female • schools. There were also, during 
part of the year, seven colored schools in the county sjus- 
tained principally by private funds. These afforded instruc- 
tion to about Three Hundred Pupils. It is diflScult to state 
the precise or average number of pupils, owing to irregular- 
ity' in tbeir atteiidance. . Those schools which I visited ^ere 
evidently well conducted, and the pupils appeared to make 
good progress. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY-^ 
Wm. H. Farquhar, President. — The number of pupils in 
Private Schools, When no longer receiving public support, 
was considerably less than one-fourth the average attendance 
diiring the regular school terms. There are no Colleges in 
this county. Nothing has been done, as yet, toward organ- 
izing a County High School. There are two Academies 
receiving State donations to the aggregate amount pf $1400 
yearly, thit' would seem to aftord a basis for foundin^^ a 
rLi%\i flchool, but it is believed that thi\ condition fcftlwi pub- 
lic mind it ntt y^.t fcuflScienUy favo»'ablo toward tublic 
Sohoels lo rcndtiT ti:e ii^imtdiai*? ehtablishrAent of a K^h 
School a juilicious cieacure. it nec*d not bo loog d;^iay5»d, in 
Chse the policy of the State, in its relatiou to the Public 
School system, remains unchanged. 

The efforts of the School Board to pro,Q!ure a local or county 
school tax, have altogether failed of success. \ye have con- 
sequently been compelled to suspend the schools at the expi- 
ration of thef Spring term ; and the important work of build- 
ing and repiiiring school houses has not gone on ;as it should 
have ddne> The citisens have lent some aid to this work in 
several sections of the county. Considerable improvements 
have been effected^ while much remain^ to bjB done, Finalliy, 
we h4ve already shared in the benefits of the State j]^orij^il 
School^ and other candidates are preparing to avail themselves 
of its beneficent assistance in qualifying teachers for their 
responsible position. , 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN TALBOT COUNTY— 8 Auxmi. 
A. Harrison, President, — In addition to the Private Schools 
and Academies mentioned in this report and the District 
Schools, there are a number of strictly Private Schools in 
families, into which the children of immediate neighbors are 
received, and of Infant Schools for very small children too 
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TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF MARYLAND. 



WM^^^^^^^^^\^^t^^^^ 



Thb following Code of By Laws prepared by the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and isaued by authority 
of the State Board of Education sets forth in detail iho 
methods according to which the School System is to be put 
into harmonious and efficient operation. 

The By-Laws are designed as the Oomplemetit to the A^t 
providing a Uniform System of Public Schools for the ^Statc. 
Taken t^ether with the Law, the Rules for the Gk)Ternment 
of teachers and pupils and the various forms contained in the 
Appendix 9 you have not only the theory but the complete 
working plan of the School System. 

It is expected that Commissioners and teachers will make 
themselves thoroughly acquainted not only with the spirit 
but the letter of the law, and the regulations which are is^ 
sued under its precepts. It is a system of Free Public In- 
struction. It recognizes the duty of Universal Educatieii 
without distinction of castCi or class, or social position; ' It 
recognizes the great truth that all men are born free atid 
e^ual, all have an interest in the public weal. All can be- 
c^me valuable citizens of the State^ all can be enlightened 
and thereby made the contributors to wealth and pregfress. — 
Hence it passes by none, however humbls. It opens a foun^ 
tain of knowledge to which the multitudes may come and 
drink refreshing and invigorating draughts which make glad; 
the heart, and stimulate those longings which encourage the 
development of a perfect humanity. It reveals a ftouroe ot' 
licbly that will not only cheer but make safe the path of all '■ 
who- walk amid life'e perplexities. 

The work that opens before the School Commissioner thus 
becomes most eminently a missionary work, and appeals %o 
him as a patriot and philanthropist to enter upon it with pure, 
disinterested and earnest mptives. 

To the Superinteudent it is a cause not only of joy, but of 
devout thankfulness to the great Disposer of events, that the 
lot has £ftllea upon such highly qualiftod aud t&&K«t^ ^^ 
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voted friendB of education, to assist him in bearing the hea- 
vy responsibility which he has assumed. 

It is the Pioneer who encounters the greatest obstacles, 
who has to make the rough places smooth, who is called 
upon to explain misapprehensions, to conciliate prejudices, to 
correct misinterpretations and remove those doubts and hesi- 
tations which even among: clear thinking men always throw 
a shadow over and rear a barrier before every new enterprise. 

We cannot and ought not to conceal from ourselves the 
fact, that a system of Free Public Instruction, which aims at 
nothing short of Universal Education, which designs to give 
the child of the poorest and humblest family every opportu- 
uity for elementary education; a system which, if the child 
prove worthy, will carry him forward through the Hieh 
School and the College to the professional Schools of the 
University, is not unanimously advocated by our fellow- 
citieens. Some complain because they are taxed, and oppose 
Schools, saying *Hbat no child is entitled to any better educa- 
tion than his parents can pay for." Others claim to be 
friends of Public Instruction but disapprove certain features 
of the Law Itnd upon that base an opposition to Free Schoolsj 
instead of proving their sincerity by striving to correct tbe 
real or imagined defects. A few persistently oppose all 
Schools for the poor, asserting that the laboring man is most 
contented when ignorant, and as laboring men will always be 
needed, it is best that nothing be done which will cause them 
to be dissatisfied with their condition. By such speoioua 
arguments, universal education is opposed, and prejudices 
are awakened against every system which provides for the 
diffusion of knowledge among the masses. We have to oon- 
tend against this opposition. We also have to meet that dis- 
trust which always attaches to new expedients, new laws, 
especially those Laws which work radical, so«)ial *and moral 
changes. Let the contest be pursued with calmness. Sed^ 
by lucid explanations of the law and of its many benefieent 
provisions to gain for it friends. Convince the tax payers 
that it is better to use money for Schools than for Alms 
Houses and Penitentiaries, That the teacher is cheaper than 
the Judge. The School House costs less than the Court 
House. Thus disarm opposition and at the same time secure 
the hearty, earnest support of the thousands who know the 
value of knowledge and claim its benefits for the children 
who are to be our future voters, perhaps legislative and ex- 
ecutive officers. 

Many object to the School Law because so little has been 
accomplished under the old systems. Disappointed in the 
past and now impatient to reach results, they are disinclined 
to give this a fair trial, to wait till its growth proves its 
worth. They expect a sudden and radical change by which 
school houses will be transtoTmeA, \,e«t(i\i^T% c\v3i^\\?^^^^ ^Vvvld- 
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ten rendered docile and quiet. The law cannot do the work 
of Alladin's Lamp, but it can sow the seed and nurse the ten- 
der plant until it developes its strength^ and is ready for the 
harvest. We must counsel our people not to be impatient. 
To remember that the foundation is now being laid, and ere 
Ions the superstructure will appear. Let the foundation be 
well laid. Better disappoint those who are over anxious, 
than gratify them by a sudden and short-lived development. 
Had not the ^ase been laid by builders wise 
The Pyramids had never reached the skies. 

Our motto is 'Ho aim at the highest good with courage 
and with confidence/' but we are willing to proceed slowly 
and cautiously. The General Assembly has given us a good 
law. With a few alterations it will be entirely adapted to 
our present wants. These alterations will not effect general 
principles. They concern minor details, will smooth down 
some roughness and remove seeming inconsistencies and ver- 
bal inaccuracies which naturally resulted from the changes 
made in the Committee and afterwards during debate in Sen- 
ate and House. We have reason to feel a just pride in this 
law. It is proved by educationists of other States, and 
acknowledged to be not only a complete system, but to secure 
a greater degree of uniformity than has yet been attained by ' 
any similar enactment. 

It is worthy of note that our legislators have in this law, 
come up to the full measare of duty, and instead of giving to 
the State a skeleton system, have enacted that which, with 
a few changes, can be adapted to the present and prospective 
necessities of our population. Such alterations and additions 
as may seem wise will be reported by the Committee ap- 
{lointed at the Convention of August 22 and 23. Besides ver- 
bal corrections, they chiefly concern the questions of local 
taxation for building school houses, the reading of the Holy 
Scripture at opening of school, the education of children em- 
ployed in factories and a method by which a more regular at- 
tendano of pupils at school can be secured. To accomplish 
this and whatever else the Committee may suggest, we must 
eniieavor to awaken in our legislature an earnest and en- 
lightened zeal in the great cause of public instruction. It is 
the most important question of the day. Upon it the solu- 
tion of the problem of our popular system of government de- 
pends. We must unite to sustain education. The work is 
committed to our hands. By every proper means, on all 
suitable occasions, and with all the weignt of influence which 
we are able to exert, it is our duty to urge upon our people 
and legislative and executive officers their duty and privi- 
lege to make mental development keep pace with material 
progress, to have intelligence and prosperity advance with 
equal step, to exhibit to the world a people not only endo'v^d 
with the right of selt-governmeut, Wt ooTCL^\^CKi^\\i%*Ocia 



great purposes for which government is instituted, and cap- 
able to direct its powers, free from selfish designs, for the 
greatest good of the greatest number. 

It is wise to investigate the causes of the inefficiency of the 
various systems of Public Schools heretofore enforced in our 
State. We are now behind the times, and in no grade of 
Public Instruction can we compare favorably with many 
younger States. Most of our Academics are little better than 
Grammar Schools. Our Colleges are provided with a full 
corps of Professors, but exhibit small catalogues of students. 
Tl)e fault has been with the old system of Primary instruc- 
tion. Primary instruction has been inefficient because none 
of tlie means of conducting a School successfully have been 
supplied, and whenever a parent has had the ability, children, 
oven of tender years, and young men have been sent away 
from home to secure elementary, academic and collegiate edu- 
cation. Our School Ilonses, with few exceptions, are incon- 
veniently located, badly built and out of repair. I doubt 
whether we have two hundred really comfortable and suita* 
ble School houses in the State. The-furniture is of the rudest 
kind. Books have been procured by the children slowly, and 
of various editions. Ko maps or black l)oardshave been pro- 
vided. In these badly furnished and rulely built, nnd incon- 
veniently located houses. Teachers, with very small salaries, 
have been placed to instrnct from twentv to fifty children, 
some without books, all without the ordinary comforts and 
conveniences of a well ordered School. 

We need not be surprised at the result. The public money 
has been spent and very little good accomplished. It is true 
that this is not the case everywhere. There are honora- 
ble exceptions. There are Counties which, by liberal local 
tax, have been sustaining Schools, building School Houses, 
providing furniture and books, and dealing liberally with 
Teachers. They have succeeded, but their success is not yet 
equal to their expectation or intention. Compare such Coun- 
ties with those which have made little progress, and it will 
be found that the difference results from the liberal appropri- 
ations for School Houses, School furniture and Teachers sala- 
ries, nnd the active and intelligent supervision which controls 
the system. The one has provided the means essential to the 
most moderate degree of success^ the oth^r has neglected to 
do likewise. 

School work, like all other work, is * 'matter of fact business," 
We may indulge in earnest declamation about the beauty of 
virtue, the value of intelligence, the necessity of education. 
We may contrast the comforts of civilized life with the dis- 
comforts of the uncivilized. We may be enthusiastic about 
the spirit of the age and the wonders of the 19th century. 
These sentiments are right, but they do nothing for the 
cause of progress unless they lead us to build School Houses 
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and to proTide money to compensate intelligent Teachers. 
We must therefore leave abstract discussions and come to 
practical detail. My advice most emphatically is^ to each 
Commissioner and to each Board of School Commissioners, to 
give all possible attention, and secure all attainable means to 
building the Teacher's workshop ; provide the necessary 
working tools, putting everything into good order for success- 
ful work, and then, with competent workmen and under vig- 
ilant supervision, begin the work. 

As soon as we have secured these material requisites, we 
can begin. The Normal School, the Text-Book System, 
School Libraries^ District Meetings, Teachers Institutes and 
Associations, High Schools and Colleges, will come in and 
make oomplete the system of Public Instruction. So impor- 
tant do I consider the School House, properly located and 
well furnished, to be to any degree of success, that I would 
recommend Schools to be open only six months in each year, 
if necessary, that funds may be accumulated to erect proper 
buUdings. 

But in this work we expect the co-operation of the citizens. 
The women of the District must be enlisted in the good 
cause. By contributions, by fairs, pic-nics and such like 
means, funds can be raised, and neat School houses built, all 
over the State, which will be the pride of each neighborhood, 
and attract the attention of strangers to the zeal of the peo- 
ple in the educational progress, and the determination of pa- 
rents to secure for their children reasonable personal comforts 
with the necessary aids and encouragements to the acquisition 
of knowledge: 

These ideas are expressed in a condensed tabular form in 
my first Beport to the General Assembly of Maryland, page 
128, and are here repeated, 

TheFouB Blkments which constitute a Qoon Primary 
School, and without which this System of Public Instruction 
will fail ot great results, are : 

I.— A SUITABLE SCHOOL SITE, 
n.— A CONVENIENT SCHOOL HOUSE, 
m.— A WELL QUALIFIED TEACHER. 
IV.— AN EARNEST AND INTELLIGENT SUPER^ 
VISION. 

1.— The Si^col Site: 

Remote from noise and that routine work which attracts 
the attention of children. 

II.— The School House ; 

1.— JSefttly buHt with aichiteclTxt^X igt^^otVlvs^. 
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2. — Furnished comfortably with referenae to Physio- 

lojsical Laws. 
3. — ^Equipped with Blaoik Board, Oatline Mapi, Text- 

BooKii and cheap Edacational Apparatus. 
4. — Well warm d, lignted and rentilated. 

. III.— Th$ T§acher : 

1. A thorough knowledge of the subjects to be taught. 

2. Skill in the art, and love for the work of teaching. 

3. Capacity to govern, cheerful temperament, of goml 

manners. 

IV. — Supervision : 

1. Earnest, by some gentleman interested in Public 

Schools. 

2. Intelligent, by some gentleman capable to judge jof 

Teaching. 

3. Vigilant, by some gentleman who will devote time 

to the work. 

The best teacher accomplishes little if his School room be 
inconvenient and badly furnished. He is like the mechanic 
who has neither shop nor tools. The besi Teacher becomes 
listless if his work is never inspected. He is discouraged if 
no person manifests interest in nis School and notes the pro- 
gress of his Pupils. 

In many sections of the State there are few resident teach- 
ers competent to instruct, thorouffhly^ iu all the branches, 
of s?tudy designated in the law. Until the Normal Schools 
and Teachers Institutes have furnished qualified home teach- 
ers for every city and county, we must depend upon those 
who come to the District to take charge of the school. 

Many applications have been made at the Superintendent's 
office for schools, chiefly by youn^ women. Of these several 
have, at the request of Commissioners, been sent to the coun- 
ties. 

To meet future demands a register has been opened in 

which the names and references of applicants will be entered. 
Should any Commissioner have occasion to ask the aid of 
the Superintendent, he must state distinctly the location of 
the school, the probable salary, the price of board near to the 
school, and such other facts as will give the teacher a definite 
idea both of duties, emoluments and personal comforts con- 
nected with a home. This last is of great importance for 
women teachers, none of whom are willing or ought to go to a 
distant district Without having first the assurance of board in 
an agreeable family. This arrangement must be made by the 
Commissioner or School Visitor, and, if well made, will re- 
tain the services of competent teachers when they are secured. 
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Itinerant teachers are not generally successAiL They form 
no sooial ties. They do not beoome aoquainted with patents 
and childifen at home. Their personal inflci6no6 ier' slight^ 
and so their efficiency in the school room. Pleasant homes 
will not only attract teachers, bat will indnce them to become 
permanent residents. Thus, interest in the pnpils will be 
strengthened, opportunities of usefulness increased, and. au- 
thority exerted with success, increased by co-opdralSon of pa- 
rents and a knowledge of the character of the yoting stu- 
dents. As a general rule^ the teacher should be a reddent 
among the patrons of the school, and whenerer practicable a 
^)erma«cn^ resident. 

The employment of women teachers in our pritfiary Schools, 
and even in schools of higher grade, is rapidly beoominfg a 
necessity. The increased demand for labor in every depart- 
ment of industrial occupation, and the high- wages given to 
skilled mechanics and competent clerks, attract young men. 
They are vacating the school room. The- experience is the 
same in every State. 

An examination of the statistics of various thermal Schools, 
developes the fact that three-fourths of the students who are 
qualifying themselves for the work of the Teacdtirir, *re 
young women. Thus it becomes evident that in cotnmon 
with the schools in other States, we must '- expect to employ 
to a large extent, women teachers. In some sections objec- 
tion is urged that they cannot govern bad boys — op to* Use 
the popular phrase, **the big boys who go to school during 
'the winter.*' The answer to this is that boys who ^re'ioo 
big to behave themselves, are not fit subjects fdr school 'dis- 
cipline. They ought not to be admitted even if thetelMher 
has muscle enough to win in a fight. But the idea that 
women teachers cannot maintain perfect discipline^ is an error. 
It is one of the ideas that experience is tendering obisolete. 
They govern by an influence that is more potent than muscle 
or rude words, and by syistematic mildness exert a oobtroU- 
mg power over the largest as well as smalleidt ^kolars. 
Women are also more patient and perseveriiig as teachers. 
The necessity, therefore, of employing them may be regarded 
as a benefit. We must make the experiment. When once 
fairly tried old prejudices will pass away, and they who are 
the natural educators of the young will be esteemed for their 
work's sake, be recognized as the friend, of ih^ ohiidten, and 
valued for the good example which, in school and out of 
school, they exhibit to the pupils committed to their care. 

Giving attention to the points referred to, and striving to 
elevate teachers to their appropriate position as members of 
society, we will do much for them, for our children and for 
ourselves. It will be a privilege, from year to year, to re- 
cord progress — to see old and unworthy prejudices disappear^ 
and with the development of thd masaea 6i iloA y^^fss^A^^^siss^^ 



ally and intellectually, hail the day of durable prosperity 
such as can only exist in communities educated and enlight- 
ened. 

Upon the teachers, into whose hands these By-Laws will be 
placed, and to whose duties they refer, a solemn responsibil- 
ity rests. After the school authorities have done all that de- 
volves upon them, the full success of the work depends upon 
the teachers. Encourage them to enter upon their work as 
a sacred mission. They deal with a tender mind and con- 
science. Thoy impart ideas of right and wrong which will 
remain through life. Thoughts impressed in early childhood 
are never eriuied. Habits of system, neatness and courtesy, 
may be found at school. The teacher has the plastio wax and 
may mould it at his will. Thus the daily routine duties of 
class and school room work give the teacher power. It is the 
province of the commissioner and of the visitor, to see that 
so great power be exercised for the greatest attainable good. 
Therefore no immorality or negligence, or even rudeness, is 
to be tolerated. The teacher must not only instruct properly 
but live properly. In school and out -of school the example 
must be good, that the dignity of the vocation of- teaching 
may be preserved, youth trained in the paths of virtue and 
. knowledge, and become a comfort to their parents, a credit 
to their preceptors and, in process of time, an honor to the 
State. 

To this end we labor. To this the Superintendent, with 
all the energy he possesses, will devote his thoughts and time. 
}Ie feels the importance of his position. He regards it as a 
noble mission. He commences determined to work pU} not 
discouz'aged by opposition ^ not dismayed by obstacles, not dis- 
hearten^ by misrepresentations, but fully convinced with 
perfect faith, that in process of time success will crown our 
efforts, and under the wise guidance of the able State Board 
of Education, with the aid of liberal minded and earnest 
oommissioners a system of Public instruction will be devel- 
oped for Maryland equal to the best in any State of tha na- 
tion. 

L. VAN BOKKELEN, 

State Sup. Pvb. tnst. 
Baltimore, October > 1866. 
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BY-LAWS, RULES & REGULATIONS 

VOB THB aOVSBlfflQBNT .07 THE 

BOARDS OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS 

AND THB PUBLIO BCHOOlJS OE HAIITX«AV3>. 

.1 . . .. 

By Authority of the State Board qf Education. 



[Laws of 1865, Chap. 160, Title 1. Chap. 1, Sec. 2. Tha 
State Board fihall issue a uniform Code of By-Laws for the 
GoyernmeDt of all the County School Boards, and the Schools 
and High Schools under their charge,] 

Abticlb I. — The Boards of School Commisaioners. 

SscTiON 1. There shall be stated meefings of the Boards 
of School Commissioners of each county, on the first Wed- 
nesday after the 16th day of November and Aprils and on the 
first Wednesday after the first Tuesday in February and July* 
Special meetings may be convened by the President, he giving 
at least five days notice. 

fiio. 2. The Board shall have power to determine all ques- 
tions of dispute arising in the administration of the Bohool 
laws. An accurate record must be made of. each case decided, 
that, if an appeal be taken to the State Superintendent, all 
the facts may be reported. . ■ 

. iSfio. 3. The salaries of teachers and all the incidental ez- 
petiaes.of the schools, shall be paid by order of the Boards 
at the end of each term. If the public money be not suffix, 
cient, the Board is authorized to borrow what may be needed, 
and to issue its note signed by the President and endorsed by 
the Treasurer. [ 

Sec. 4. The business of the Board shall be transacted in* 
the following order: r 

1.: The President shall take the chair when a legal quorum 
of the Board has assembled, shall ci^l the Bjoard to.ordar^ 
and require the members to be seated. , . 

2. The Secretary shall call the roll, note the absentees, 'and 
read the journal of proceedings of the last meeting. 

3. Reports from the Commissioners of the respective Di»* 
tricts, after the manner and form prescribed, shall be received 
aadrefecred toithe CSommittee on Acoouuta* . 
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4. Statements of acconnts for the last term, shall be made 
by the Treasurer. 

6. All claims against the Board shall be presented, con- 
sidered, referred, approved or rejected. 

6. Reports fsom Standing or Special Oomtni^ees, shall be 
received. 

7. Each Commissioner shall bcf-called upon, in the order of 
Districts, to make a record of such business as he purposes to 
bri0]^ibfforefth^ Board for deliberation or action daring the 
meeting; and the President shall decide, if there be any dif- 
ference of opinion, which, business shall have precedence. 

8. All propositions and resolutions shall be made in writing, 
and if seconded, may be discussed, referred, or otherwise dis- 
posed of. 

9. No member shall speak more than twice upon any ques- 
tion, unless by permission of the Board. Every member ad- 
dressing the Chair shall rise from his seat, and no conversa- 
tidn between two members of the Board shall be permitted. 

10. Ko motion shall be in order, raising a new question, 
until the question before the Board shall have been dispo«ed 
of — and all motions with reference to the question before the 
Board shall he receivied in the following order of precedence, 
tb'Witt to lay on the tabe; for the previous question; to pott- 
pone; M eommit; to amend. 

11. An^' motion admitting of division into two or more 
dietiiict questions, may be so divided at the request of a mem- 
b^. 

12. Any member may call for a division, and the yeai and 
na;ys upon any question shall be recorded when called for by 
thre^ members. 

. 13. A motion to adjourn shall be always in order. 

14. A motion to reconsider a vote shall be made only by a 
member who voted in the majority. 

- 15*. In addition to the foregoing rules, the rules generally 
adopted by deliberative bodies for their government, are de« 
dEai^ to be in force for the government of the Board. 

Siso. 5. The Boards shall^ on the 16th day of October of 
each year, report to the State Superintendent in such form as 
he may prescribe, the condition of all the Schools under their 
care, emoodying abstracts from the reports of District Com- 
missioners^ suggesting such improvements in the School Sys* 
tem as they may deem useful, and giving such other informa- 
tion in regard to public instruction as may be of pnblio 
interest. 

They shall also report the number of private Schools, Aca- 
demies and- Colleges in the county or city, their course of 
study, number of pupils, boys and girls, and all other infor- 
mation, in such form as the State Superintendent may pre- 
scrihe, so as to present a foil view of thfiix edncationid faoiL* 
ities. A duplicate copy of tliia xei^otVi i^^\^ ^vr^\\.^YDL 
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the office of the^rk of the Circmt Oourt of the comdiy^ 6t 
for the city of Baltimore with the Clerk of . the Biipezior 
Court, who shall safely keep it. 

Sec. 6. The Board may call a special meeting of the resi- 
dent voters of any School District at any time daring the 
year, to he held at the School House. Of such meeting at 
least two weeks notice must he given hy advertisement in the , 
county newspaper, and he posted upon the school house dopr^. 
at the post o£5ce, and two other places of puhlic resort within 
the district, The object of the meeting shall he clearly stat- 
ed, and none other shall be voted upon except that for which 
the special meetinjg has been convened. 

Abtiglb II. — TAe President. 

Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of the President to presidoi end 
keep order at the meetings of the board, and to enforce the 
rules adopted for its government ; if from any cause he should 
he absent, the board shall appoint a chairman pro tem. 

Sec, 2. He may speak and vote upon any question, except 
in case of appeal from his decision. 

Seo. S. The President shall constitute a. medium of com- 
munication between the State Superintendent of Public In- 
struction and the subordinate school officers and the schools. 
It shall be his duty to visit, as often as may be practicable^ 
the schools of the county, to examine the pupils, to enquire 
into all matters relating to the management, the course of 
study and the mode of instruction and discipline, so that each 
school shall be equal to the grade for which it was establish- 
ed, and that there may be uniformity in the course of studv- 

2. He shall, as opportunity offers, address the people in 
their school districts on the importance of Public Instruction^ 
and endeavor to enlist their interest in the schools and their 
teachers, and make such suggestions as he may think 
important to be cocsidered in the Annual School Diatrict 
meeting for the purpose of increasing the efficiency of discip- 
line as well as the comfort of the pupils. 

3. He shall examine into the condition of the school houses, 
sites, outbuildings and appendages^ examine the district li- 
braries ; advise with and counsel the school officers of the dis- 
trict in relation to their duties ; suggest methods for wfirm- 
ing and ventilating school houses, adorning school ^roundsj 
recommend to teachers improved modes of instruction, ana 
use every effort to advance the cause of public instruction, 
and to carry out the advice and instruction of the State Sup- 
erintendent. 

4. He shall organize and conduct once in each year^ for his 
own county^ at such time as, after conference with the Statf 
Superintendent^ may be designated, a ToiiJC^BkftiW \si&V2)^^ ^ 
some central locality in the bouTi^)\A> ^YlV^^k^^rs^ ^a^^Ksv 
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veniept. axid^ whe^e thp teachers will receivi the encourage 
meht cfi .tibspiteKty. In this work the President will he aidei 
hy a Professor from the Normal School, or hy some practical 
teacher appointed by the State Superintendent. 

5. He shall also encourage and assist at Teachers' Asso- 
ciationSi to be convened at least four times in each year, on 
the last Saturday of some month, in each Commissioner Dis- 
trict, or such districts united ; requiring the attendance of 
the teachers of the district for the purpose of mutual confer- 
ence and instruction in their duties. 

. B^. 4. He shall, by himself, or together with a Professor 
of the Normal School, or some other practical teacher desig- 
nated by the State Superintendent---examine and license 
teachers, whose certificates shall be of effect for three ye^rs 
from date — re-examine any teacher holding his or his prede- 
cessor's certificate, and if he find him deficient in learning or 
ability, annul the certificate. 

Sec. 6. He shall appoint three standing committees to 
serve for the two ensuing years, vix : a committee of two on 
Accounts, a committee of two on Books and Stationery and a 
committee of two on School Houses and Sites, and School 
Furniture. * 

Sec. 6. He shall sign all drafts ordered by the Board, au- 
thorizing the Treasurer to receive money for the use of the 
Public Schools, and all orders authorizing the disbursement 
of money byithe Treasurer. 

Shc. 7. Whenever it is impracticable for the President to 
examine thoroughly an applicanf for the position of teacher, 
or he may deem it advisable to defer the examination and 
allow the applicant to teach on probation, the President shall 
Issue to the person applying a permit for not more than 
sixty ^aysj during or at the determination of which period 
ah examination must be held. 

Artklb III. Secretary and Treasurer. 

Sec. 1. The Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by 
ballot; at the stated meeting in July of each year, or at 
some spbsequent meeting held by special appointment. 

SjEC. i. He shall take charge of an keep open the office of 
the Bppxd; on such days and at such hours as the Board may 
direct. 

* Sbc^. 3. It shall be his duty to countersign all drafts or- 
dered by the Board and signed by the President, for money 
for the use of tbQ Public Schools. 

S?o. 4, He shall receipt for all money received, and de- 
posit it to his credit as Treasurer, as directed by the Board — 
keeping an accurate ascount of the same, distinguishing the 
particular source from which it has been received, and dis- 
mirse the same aooordjinff to the order of the Board, making; 
the Mpxie distii^on in his disburs^meiits. 
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Sec. 5. He shall render to the Boards at each stated ^leqt- 
ingi an acconnt of receipts and disbursementeL 

SflO. 6. He Bhall keep a fair and accurate record of the 
proceedings of the Board, and file and preserve all roports 
in writing, all accounts, and other written or printed mat- 
ter from time to time laid before the Boards subject at all 
times to the examination of any member, and shall make a 
general report of the state of such accounts annually. 

Sec 7. He shall receive and keep safely all deeds, notes, 
bonds or evidences of debt due the Board, and render aniiccount 
thereof whenever the Board shall require it. 

Sec. 8. He shall record legibly all the receipts and expen- 
ditures of the Board, keeping a particular account of the ex- 
. penses of each District, in books provided for. that purpose 
and preserved in the office of the Board. 

Sec. 9. He shall order such books and stationery as may 
be necessary for the general use of the Board and office, and 
by order of a Commissioner subject to such rales as the Board 
may have adopted, shall procure, through the Superintend- 
ent, from the State A gents or the publishers, books .and sta- 
tionery for use of the Schools. AH such orders shall be 
filed, and the books and stationery charged to the District 
for which the order was given. 

Sec 10. He shall keep an account of books and sfotiioniery 
with each School, distinct from all other accounts for salctries 
or incidental expenses, "noting the cost of books and the re- 
ceipts from sale or use. 

Article IV. — The Oommisstoners. 

Sec. 1. Each Commissioner shall exercise a general flu^er- 
vision over the Schools in his District, and shall visit and 
examine into their general condition at least once in every 
term, and report thereon at each quarterly meeting o£' the 
Board. 

Sec. 2. He shall account for all money coming into : his 
hands as Commissioner from any source, and shall file with 
the Treasurer receipted bills as vouchers of the faithful 
disbursement of all funds appropriated to his District. 

Sec. 3. Each Commissioner shall report to the Board at 
its stated meetings, (on forms provided for the purpose,) the 
number of pupils attending School — boys and girls — the sal- 
ary of each teacher^ the incidental expenses of e^h School, 
and the amount received for text books. .He shallj^jsoyeport 
the condition of School houses and School fufhiturei and 
what amount, if any, is needed for repairs and improve- 
ments. . .. 

Sec. 4. He shall (by and with the cQnsentjpjf.t^B^'^ild,) 
appoint fpm tUo list pf P^^son^ holding; {liegisjtf^^ .'ce^^ 
' cates^ t"cac1iei*8 to' take charge of the I%^ooIb vi kvi^ASW 
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tiict, subject to removal 1)jr the Board for good and snfficient 
canse. 

Sbc. 6. He shall hear and decide upon all complainls or 
charges made against anj teacher in his District^ and in 
case of misconduct on the part of a teacher, shall hare power 
to punish the same by admonition, or, in extreme cases, by 
the suspension of the teacher from his functions, until the 
next meeting of the Board, (when the case shall be heard 
and finally determined,) and to employ a proper person to fill 
the place of the teacher so suspended, who shall receive the 
salary which such teacher would have received. He shall 
also have power to order the dismissal of any pupil, for good 
and sufficient cause. 

Sec. 6j If a vacancy occur in any Commissioner Dis- 
trict by resignation, death or otherwise, all the duties of the 
office shall be performed by the President of the Board of 
School Oommissioners, until another Commissioner is ap- 
pointed by the State Board of Education. The President 
shall be the District Commicisioner cui interim. 

Artiolb V. — SchooVVisitor. 

Sxc. 1. There shall be appointed by each District Commis- 
sioner, for each School in his district, to serve one year, one 
person of good moral character and zeal in public instruction 
to act as School Visitor. 

Sbc. 2. It shall be the duty of the Visitor to aid the Com- 
missioner in the supervision of the School property and the 
advancement of the interests of the pupils. He may visit the 
School as often as convenient, note the progress of the pupils 
and the conduct of the teacher, and report the same to the 
Commissioner. 

Sbc. 3. The Visitor will act as the friend and adviser of the 
teacher, and adopt such plans as his judgment may suggest 
and the Commissioner may approve to advance the cause of 
public instruction; to secure supplies of articles needed for 
comfort of the pupils, and to encourage parents and guardians 
to send their children and wards regularly to school. 

Sbc. 4. The Visitor shall examine the term report of the 
teacher before the report is sent to the Commissioner, and 
shall endorse thereon his opinion concerning the same. 

Article VI. — Teacher a. 

Sbc. 1. It shall be the duty of teachers to give punctual 
sind constaut attendance in School at the hours specified; to 
have the school room well swept, daily, and well warmed in 
"Winter, to give their personal attention and instruction to the 
pupils during the whole of said School hours. They will be 
held responsible for the order of the School and progress of 
the pupus. They^ shall receive respectftillyy and give due 
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weight to the admonition^ adripe or instmctions of the Com- 
missioner of the District, and submit to his arbitration all 
difficulties arising in the government of the School. 

Sec. 2. They shall keep a record of the daily attendance of 
themselves and each piipil, in a time book provided for that 
purpose, which shall be preserved and submitted to the in- 
spection of the President, Commissioner and Visitor v^en- 
ever desired; and make a term report to the Commissioner, 
(on blanks provided for that purpose,) of the number and 
names of the pupils attending School during the term, giving 
the. exact date of the entrance and withdrawal of each pupil 
and the actual number of days each pupil attended during the 
term, designating the number of boys and girls, the amount 
of fees received, lor use of books &c. This report must contain 
the teacher's bill for salary, and the incidental expenses of 
the School, and be delivered to the Commissioner, endorsed 
by the Visitor, three days before the stated meeting of the 
Board. Monthly reports shall be rendered, if required by the 
Commissioner. See (Appendix.) 

Sec. 3. Every teacher shall swear or affirm to his or her 
report and account, before a Justice of the Peace or a School 
Commissioner. 

Sec. 4. For each day's absence from school without good 
and sufficient cause, the teacher shall forfeit the proportion- 
ate amount of salary. 

Sec. 6. If any penalty be inflicted upon a teacher by the 
Commissioner of the District, such teacher shall be entitled 
to receive a specification in writing of the alleged offence, and 
shall have the right of appeal to the Board at its next meet- 
ing. 

Sec 6. If any teacher vacate his school before the close of 
the term without the consent of the Commissioner, he shall 
forfeit the salary already accrued for the ciurrent term, and be 
disqualified for any future service under this board. 

Seq. 7. Any teacher in the employment of this board who 
shall refuse to vacate the school when regularly notified oi 
his suspension by the Commissioner of the district, shall for- 
feit all claim for compensation for services during the term in 
which such suspension shall take place, and be thereafter ine- 
ligible to any school under the control of this board, unless 
reinstated. 

Sec. 8. Every teacher shall keep an account of the books 
and stationery furnished each pupil for use, and shall require 
the return of the same when the child leaves school, and if 
refused, he shall inform the Commissioner. The teacher will 
be held responsible for the safe-keeping and good condition 
of the books and stationery belonging to the board. ; 

Sec. 9. No teacher shall grant the use of books or atatlotk^ 
ery to any pupil, unless the fee for t\i^ \x^^ qS. ^-^vWii^^ wi^ 
3 
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stationerj.had beeu paid; nor sell any books or stationery 
except for cash. 

Sec. 10. Each teacher^ as the agent of the board, shall col- 
lect and account for all books and stationery money. 

Sbc. 11. The teachers shall purchase*, when necessary, 
such articles as are allowed by Section seven of Article nine, 
and shall pay for them out of money received for books and 
stationeryi and present receipted bills for the same, placing 
the amount unaer the head of incidental expenses in their 
term reports, 

Sec. 12. Every teacher shall make out and furnish to the 
Commissioner, an inventory of the books and stationery in 
the school at the expiration of each term ; also an inventory 
of the books and stationery^ needed for the ensuing term. 

Seo. 13. If a teacher wishes to vacate the school at the end 
of the term, ten days notice must be given to the Commis- 
sioner. If any teacher leave without giving notice, he shall 
be disqualified, to serve again under this board, except by 
unanimous consent. 

Sbo. 14. No teacher is eligible to an appointment under 
tl^is board without having a registered certificate from the 
President or State Superintendent, or a diploma of the State 
Normal school. The legal age of men teachers is 20 years, 
of women teachers 18 years. 
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Article VII. — Committees. 



Ssc. 1. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Accounts 
to' examine the reports df teachers and school Commissioners, 
and all accounts that may be presented relating to the Pub- 
lic schools, and report the result to the board. 

,8ec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Committee on books 
atkd stationery to report to the board at the stated meeting in 
Jtily of each year, the books and stationery fit for use in each 
school^ and an estimate of the number of each kind of text 
b6Dks and the quantity of stationery needed for the ensuing 
school year ; from which report the board may make up its 
statement to the Superintendent with the schedule of books 
ahd stationery required for use in the county. 

Sec. 3. The Committee on school Houses Furniture and 
sites, shall consist of the President, a Commissioner, each 
for his own district, and the Treasurer. They shall make 
all contracts for buildings, and superintend the work. 

For school Houses in the district of which the President 
is the Commissioner, the board shall select the third member 
of the committee. 

No School House shall be built without authority of the 
Board first obtained, and a specific appropriation for payment 
of the same. 



Article VilL — ChUdrcn^ Parents and Guardians. 

Sec. 1. No pupil will be admitted under six yeans of age, 
nor unless decently and comfortably elotbed; 

Sec. 2. Pupils ought to enter promptly at the beginning xA 
each term. .^: 

Sec, 3. No part of the book fee will be returned in ocae of 
thQ dismissal I expulsion, or voluntary withdrawal of any 
pupil. With the consent of the Oommi88K>n6r8, puf^ils nlay 
be transferred from one school to another during tne ternd 

Bbc. 4. Any pupil who may be prevented by protracfed 
sickness — say one month — from attending school ouring the 
term, for which payment has been made in advance, sh^l be 
entitled to a proportionate deduction in the book fee of the 
succeeding term. 

Sec. 5. Parents and guardians are expected to require 

Eunctual attendance of their children er wards at school ; to 
eep them well and comfortably clothed, so that the itoho^ 
will always present a respectable appearance. They are 
expressly required, on no account, to interfere with teachers 
in the discharge of their duties, but to lodge all complaikits 
before the Commissioner of the District, by whdm they^ will 
be attended to. . ■'■■' 

Sec. 6. Parents iind guardians must exercise; fftriet; ^vigi- 
lance over their children or wards, and prevent them fcom 
defacing, destroying, or losing any of the books bekm^ng tp 
the Public Schools, and see that all books and stationer^ are 
returned when the child leaves school. Parents will be 
required to replace or pay for all books retained, destroyed* br 
lost ; they will be held reispoiisible and required to^ay for 
all damages done by their diildrisn or wards to echoed aoused, 
school furniture, trees, fences, &c. - i; ' ^^ 

Sec. 9. Smoking, cheering tobacco^ ^a^rylbg fire urms or 
other dangerous wedfponi^, either in the school howe or on^thto 
premises, are strictly forbidden. . / .» 

Sec. 10. No pupil shall be received into «[^bol unless pro- 
perly vaccinatOT. ■ ''■"^■- •'• .>-IJ:'-'b- 
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See Appendix. ;.. !'' , 
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Sec 1 . The system of instruction and the text books sha^ 
be uuifor^ji Jthroughout the State, an4 shall embrace thfj-foi- 
lowiqg branches^ Tiz; Orthography, Reading, ; Writing, 
Arithmetic, Geography, ■ History, -jEJuglish Grramirnv,.Ifook- 
keeping, Algebra, Natural . Philosophy aui , suc]ji ,- pthj^J 
branches as the Commi8sit)ner, with tne consent of t^e Boara 
may select. Each pupil must pursue the prescribed eourse of 
study. 



Sec. 2. The School year shall be diyided into four terms. 
The Fall term from September Ist^ to November 15th. The 
Winter term from November 16th, to January Slst. The 
Spring term from February Ist, to April 16th. The Summer 
term nrom April 16th» to June 80th. 

Sbc. 3. All books or stationery purchased or used by pupils 
attending any public school, shall be paid for in advance at 
the rate prescribed by each County Board. 

Sec. 4. The salaries of teachers shall be determined by 
each Board of School Oommissioners for its own county, and 
when the salary is not a fixed amount it may be calculated as 
follows : 

There ishall be a fixed minimum Salary,, per term, for every 
school containing not more than 15 pupils. For each addi- 
tional pupil over 15 and up to 25 there shall be an increase 
of salary from $1.50 to $2.00 per term as the Board may de- 
cide. For every pupil over 25 and up to 35, an addition from 
$1.00 to $1.60 per term ; for all pupils over 35, an addition 
of $1.00 until the maximum is reached. 

See Formula in Appendix. 

Bed. 6. School shall be opened daily^ five days in each 
week, and for i^ix hours each day. 

Sec. 6. There shall be a public examination of the pupils 
in each school in the last week of eachterm^ which, shall be 
superintended by the visitor, and to which the parents, and 
guardians of the pupils, and the public generally, shall be 
invited. 

. Sic. 7. The commissioner may order the following arti- 
cles for the comfort, convenience and security of the School, 
viz: Fuel, axes, saws, water-buckets, drinking-cups, wash- 
basins, towels, soap, locks and fastenings, glass and glazing, 
brooms, dusting-brushes and white-washing and cleaning 
once a year-~raU of which shall be paid for out of the book 
fees accruing to the school, and charged among incidental 
expenses. 

Sbo. 8. Whenever a school has less than twelve registered 
scholars, it maybe discontinued; and this at any period of 
the current term. 

Sec 9. The Commissioner Districts shall be numbered. 
First, Second, Third and so on. The schools within the 
limits of each Commissioner District shall also be numbered 
from one and upwards. Schools shall be designated as 
follows : 

School No. 1, 2, or S, of Commissioner District No 1. 

School No. 1, 2, or 3, of Commissioner District No. 2^ 

The number of Schools in each Commissioner District 
should as near as practicable, be equal. 
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RULES RELATING TO TEACHERS; ■ ' ' 

. • • . ; . ' . J : • ' ' • . 

1. All Teachers aod Assistantis are required to .pe in ilxeiv 
school rooms fifteen minutes before the hour of op(^piQ^,|^c|iqQl« 
and to have the school room thoroughly swept d^jly,. .aiid 

, weU warmed in winter; ... ,/ *;; ■ , 

2. Teachers are. not allowed to attend to ^ny hui^iinesfit du- 
ring school hours,, except thigit which appertains to ^tlieScl^pqJ, 
^n^o^ to be occupied with aujr subject of private sji^dy pr 
reading. 

: 3. Teachers are required to report to the SchoQl\QpMmi3- 
sioner of the District at the end.ot each, ternx. the cpndUipn of 
their Schools, and oftener, if requested. They sbs^Il xiotify 
parents of the absence of pupils who do not bring a wntti^ 
explanation of the cause of absence. They shall record and 
present to the Commissioner, when he visits the School, the 
names of disorderly and negligent pupils. 

4. Teachers must not allow themselves to be interrupted by 
the visits of any person, during school hours, except the Pre- 
sident of the Board of School Gominissioners, a School Com- 
missioner,- or the School visitor. „,. . 

6. teachfrs shall neither receive from parentp nor s^tid to 
Uien^: verbal messages regardipg discipline^ but ^IVsnchtnefa- 
sa^ges niust be in writing. . ' 

6. Teaqhers must keep a correct account of the boolts Aiid 
stationery procured for their schools, and muiit rbnort tp the 
Commissiooer the books and stationery on hand at tlm ei^d of 
each tetm, tW number ;soldj and ami Punt receive'dt ftom SUles 
or for use of books, . ; . 

7. Teachers are not required ip hear the recitatioiis of dila- 
tory pupils or those who are not prepared at thb I'eguliai' time 
for recitation, unless it can be done without inter rup'tltig* the 
regular school duty. . " 

8. Teachers are authorized to. suspend pupils who en"© pet- 
sistently disobedient or immoral in their cpiidnot, but tnust 
promptly repprt the c9.se with the charg[e6 tof the <]!oti(imissiPh- 
er forVs action. ^^ ^ ^ 
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9. Complaints against teachers must be made to the Com- 
missioner in writing, and shall not be acted npon until the 
teacher has been notified; when such complaints shall be 
thoroughly investigated, and if not sustained shall be 
promptly dismissed. 

10. In no case shall a patton of the school, who has reason 
to complain of the discipline or conduct of the teacher, make 
such compliiint in the presence of the pupils. The Commis- 
sioner is the only person authorized to near and determine 
charges against teachers. From the Commissioner's decision 
an appeal may be taken to the Board. 

11. If any parent or guardian shall abuse a teacher, by 
the use of offensire language^ or shall use any means to in- 
timidate him from exercising proper discipline, the teacher 
may suspend from school privileges the children of such pa- 
rent or guardian until the case can be heard and determined 
by the uommissioner. 

12. Teachers may purchase, by order of the Commissioner, 
the following articles for the use of the school, viz : Fuel, 
^xe8f saws^ water-buckets, drinking cups, wash-basins, 
towels, soap, locks and fastenings, and glass for windows, 
and may have the school rotm white-washed and cleaned 
once a year, all of which shall be paid for out of any tnoney 
received on account of books, and shall be charged in the bill 
for incidental expenses, which shall be accompanied by the 
proper vouchers. 



EULES KELATINa TO PUPILS. 

1. The privilege of attending the public schools shall de- 
pend upon the pupil's observance of the rules and regula- 
tions, and the parents' compliance with what is required of 

them. 

2. Each pupil shall pay in advance for the use of books, 
unless released by the commissioner. 

3. Punctuul attendance is required at the hours appointed 
for opening of school, A. M. and P. M. When a pupil 
cemes into school after his class has recited the day's lesson, 
the teacher shall not neglect other duties to hear his recita- 
tion alone, 

4. In case of absence, pupils must bring notes from their 

parents explaining the cause of the same. 

5. Any pupil who, being frequently absent from scltbol, 
is unable to keep up with his class, shall be report od'fc the 
Visitor for reprimand. If this does not secut'e^ t^l* kt- 
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tendance, the pupil may be suspended and reported to the 
CommuuBioner. 

6. Pupils when entering or leaving the school room must 
bow respectfully to the teacher. They shall keep silence, in 
schooli and avoid all unnecessary noise while upon the school . 
premises. 

7. No pupil shall be permitted to leave school before the 
regular hour for closing, for any cause except sickness. 

8. Pupils must conduct themselves with proprietv duriiig 
recess, which shall be limited to ten minutes A. M. and P. 
M., and be at different times for boys and girls. 

9. Pupils shall be considered under the government of 
their teachers, while going to and returning from, as well as 
when in the school room. 

10. Pupils must leave the school premises as soon as 
school is aismissed, and return promptly and quietly to their 
homes. 

11. Pupils must pursue the course of study as prescribed, 
including all the branches suited to their age ana advance- 
ment. 

12. Pupils shall prepare their recitations at home^ and 
when the exercise is not correctly performed, the delinq&ent 
may be detained at recess and after the regular school nours 
to make up the deficiency. 

13. Every pupil shall strictly obey all the orders andcom- 
mandii (if the teacher, and when any pupil refuses to comply 
with su6h orders, the teacher may inflict a reasbnable pnnish- 
mert, and in extreme cases may send the pupil home with a 
note to the parents, informing them that their child has re- 
i'used obedience and thereby forfeited the privileges of the 
school until the commissioner grants permission for return. 
The teacher shall also notify the commissioner of the suspen- 
sion of the pupil by sending him a copy of the notice sent to 
the parent. 

14. No pupil, who may have been I'xpeUed from one sehool 
shall be admitted into any other school, witliout a permit 
from the commissioner, who ordered the expulsion,' 

15. The names of pupils who have often been reproved for 
impi^oper'acts, or the use of profane and unchaste language, 
shall be reported to the commissioner. 

16. Any pupil who shall deface or destroy any property 
belonging to the school or to private individuals, shall M re^ 
quired to piay for the same, and may be punished at the dis- 
cretion pt the teacher. 

IT. tivery act of truant-playing shall subject the offender 
to reproof and admonition, and upon a repetition of the of- 
fence, the pupil shall be suspended and the case reported to 
the commissioner. 

18. When a pupil is guilty of any immoral conduct, or of 
using profane or indecent language injurious to the ^exiA.t^ 
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welfare of the fiohool, the teacher may send sach pupil home 
with a i^tice of suspension, until a permit is ol^tamed f^om 
the, commissioner. 

19. Any pupil staying away from school on account of 
having heen punished, or from the fear of punishment, shall 
not be allpwed to return until a permit is obtained from the 
commissioner. 

20. Smoking aiid. chewing tobacco, and carrying fire- 
arms or other dangerous weapons, either in the school room 
or on the school premises, are strictly forbidden, and any pu- 
pil brining to the school a dangerous weapon may be isus- 
pended by the teacher, and the case reported to the coioimis- 
sioDer. 

21 « When hooks are placed in the hands of pupils fbr use 
they -shall have them neatly covered with muslin, calico^ 
cloth or stout paper, and parents and guardians are required 
to s^e that this rule is always observed. Parents and guar- 
dians will be required to replace or pay for all hoofs re- 
tained, destroyed or lost, and they will also be held responsi- 
ble and required to pay for all damages done by their chil- 
dren ior wards to school houses, school furniture,^ trees, &nces, 
&cV . ■• . 

22. The Fall term commences on the 1st day of Septem- 
ber ; the Winter term commences on the 16th day of Novem- 
ber.; the Spring term commences on the 1st day pf February; 
the Bummer term commences on the 16th day of April, 

23« Teachers are requested to read these rules to the whole 
school once in two we^s. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE STATE SCHOOL LAW. 

^^ It shall be the duty of all teachers, in schools of every 
grade^ to impress upon the minds of youth committed t^ their 
instruction, the principles of piety and. justice, loyalty and 
sacred regard for truth, love of their country, humanity and 
beoevdence, sobriiaty, industry and chastity, and tho|ie vir- 
tue wxiich are the basis upon which a Bepublican Constita- 
tion ds founded ; and it shall be the duty of suQh instructors 
to lead their pupils into a clear understanding of the ten- 
dency of these virtues, to preserve the* blessings of liberty, 
promote t^mpot^al happiness and advance the greatness of thq 
Ame tican Nation . * ' 



flKFLANAtlON (^F fSK 

MODE OF MARKING IN THE ROHi BOOK. 

. ^ho dail; resistor must be neatly kept, and marked in the 
morAing and afternoon. 

When there is hut one session of the school a day, the reg- 
ister must be marked in the same manner as it would be if 
there were two sessions, treating the first half of the session 
as the morning, and the latter as the afternoon. 

Tiie system of marking shall be that indicated in the an- 
nexed diagram and explanations, the blank squares denoting 
present all day and correct deportment : 
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Correct deportment. 

^Present all day. 
Inattentive. 



^2 Present, but tardy in the morning and afternoon. 

a Idle. 

2 J_Present, but tardy in the morning. 

^ Disorderly. 

Present^ but tardy in the afternoon. 
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Disrespecttul. 

Absent in the morning. 

General misconduct. 
Absent in the afternoon. 

Vicious conduct or profanity. 



^ Absent all day. 



Partieal$r attention is directed to the manner of combining 
the cbaraoters used in marking the register. The character 
denoting ^'Absence," is tbe most simple^ being a single 
slanting stroke downwards from right to left for '^Absent in 
the Morning," and a similar one from left to right for ^'Ab- 
sent in the Afternoon." These two combined form tbe oh* 
liqueoross^ and denote ^ ^Absent all day." When a pupil 
comes in after being marked ^'Absent in the Morning/' a 
horizontal line is made from leff to right across the top of the 
'Sqnare conne6ting with the slanting stroke, and converting 
it into tile oharaoter for ^Tresent, but tardy in the Morning." 
The character for ^'Absent in the Afternoon." is converted 
into the oharaoter for ^Tresent, but tardy in the afternoon*," 
by a horizontal stroke from left to right across the botton^ of 
the square. These two combined form the charcter for ^'Prfa- 
enfe but twrdy in the Morainff and Afternoon." Thecomhlsww- 



^'Present, but tardy," daring the other session, is not shown 
in the diagram, but will be easily understood dj the intelli- 
gent teacher. 

The teacher's attendance shall be denoted by entering tbe 
day of the month in the small square under the initial fetter 
of the day. The blank squares will then indicate the teach- 
er's absence. 

AH departures from correct deportment will subject the 
pupil to demerit marks, which must be denoted by the figures 
in the diagram. 

Each figure will indicate the number of demerit marks, and 
will be charged for the offences set forth in the explanations. 
These demerit marks must be entered in the upper square at 
the end of each day. No more than six demerits shall be 
charged against a pupil in one day, that number indicating 
the worst conduct. 

As the blank squares will indicate full and prompt attend- 
ance and correct deportment, every teacher shall counsel the 
pupHs to give no cause for marking the register ; and those 
pupils whose line of squares contains no marks at the end of 
the term, shall receive the decided approbation of the com- 
missioner and teacher, and the commissioner may present 
their names to the Board as deserving some special mark of 
commendation. 

Each branch studied by every pupil shall be indicated by 
entering the figure, denoting the branch opposite the pupil's 
name. 

Any teacher who shall neglect to mark the register in a 
proper manner, in accordance with the aforegoing directions, 
or shall permit it to be soiled by blots, or otherwise disfig- 
ured, shall be subject to reproval by the commissioner. 

It is understood to be the intent and meaning of the fol- 
lowing extract from the State School Law, that each teacher 
shall keep the daily register as herein directed, and an aoooant 
of the books purchased or used by the pupils, and make a re- 
port to the commissioner at the end of eaoh term, on blanks 
Srepared for that purpose, giving the name of each pupil, the 
ate of entrance, tne number of days attendancoi the number 
of demerit marks, the branches studied by each papil| the 
text^books used or purchased, the amount reoeived from each 
pupil for the use or from the sale of text-books and station- 
ery, the number of each book on hand in good condition, the 
number of pupils that entered school in the Fall tenUi the 
number that entered the Winter term, exclusive of those who 
entered the Fall term ; the number that entered the Spring 
term, exclusive of those who entered the Fall and Winter 
terms ; the number that entered the Summer tevm, ezolusiTe 
of those who entered the Fall, Winter and Spring: terms ; 
the number of boys and girls, aud'the nimkber stndyteg 



penses of tbe scbool foTtkb tAnte, Moflbitacing the salanr oftlia 
.tMoh^r and aflsistant, (if there be an a8ai0taTit,)ax^.i^l:in* 
ciolental expensefi. When the amount received for books and 
station ery has been allowed to remain in the hands of the 
teacher^ it must be credited on the bill. . ^ 

The dally register is to be preserved in the school until it 
shall be filled with names, and then must be delivered tp the 
District Commissioner. 



BXTRAOT FROM THE STATE SCHOOL LAW. 

^^Teadhers shall keep^ preserve and enter into registers 
prepared for that purpose, an accurate account of the attend- 
ance of pupils^ text*books used, and branches taught, and 
such other statistics as maj be required, and make due re- 
turn thereof to the District Commissioner at the end of eadi 
term ; and no teacher shall be entitled to receive payment for 
services until the. register, properly filled up and completed, 
be so returned." 

All orders for books and Stationery must be sent to the Bn- 
perintendent through the Secretary of the Board of School 
Commissioners, the Secretary keeping an account of the ^ame, 
oharging each order to this Commissioner District, and, if 
practicable, to the school for which the books were procured. 
In the Superintendent's Office, books and school requisites, 
as issued, will be charged to the Board of School Commis^ 
sioners. 

Orders for books and stationery must be inform as fellows'! 

OfFICB 09 BOAKB Of SOHOOL COMMISSIOirEBSL 

County, 186\ 

lb 01$ State Supmintendmt of Fvh. Inst. 

Sir : -^Forward to 
at for acoount of the Board of School Com- 

missioners of County, the following books, 

&e. Send via (here give the route as definitely as possible.) 
Write the name of each book in full and the^exact number 
««not the dosEons. 

Signed, 

Secretary of Board of S. O. 
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Freqaent objection has been made Irf jMurenti io prootM 
certiflci^teff of yacciDation. The following sectioinr of the fatw 
of 1864^ are printed, to show that the teacher or commis- 
ioner has no discretion. He mnst require. the certificate or 
pay the penalty. 

Parents who neglect to have their chtliireti raccinAtedi $m 
also liable to be fined. 

None can plead poverty as an ezcnse. The law provides 
for the gratuitous vaccination of children of indigent parents. 

The great importance of this subject to health and even life ' 
ought to commend it to the prompt acquiescence of all who 
have the guardianship of children. Only ignorant and ob* 
stinately prejudiced persons refuse to comply. Such, the 
law coerces by a fine. 

EXTEAOTS FEOM THE LAW OF 1864. 

It shall be the duty of every parent or guardian to have 
his or her child vaccinated within twelve months after its 
birth, if it shall be in proper condition, or as soon thereafter 
as practicable, and if such parent or guardian shall have any 
oiher person under his or her control or care, not duly vao- 
cinateri, he or she should cause such person or persons to be 
vaccinated prior to the first day of November, eighteen hund- 
red and sixty-four. Any person failing to comply with the 
provisions of this section, shall, on conviotion thereof^ forfeit 
and pay a sum not less than five, nor more than ten dollars. 

Ko teacher in any school shall, after the first day of Jan- 
nary, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, receive into such 
school any person as a scholar until such person shall pro^ 
duce the certificate of some regular practicing physician that 
such applicant for admission into the school has been duly 
vaccinated. Any teacher so ofiending shall, on conviction 
thereof, forfeit and pay a fine of ten dollars for each ofience, 
ai^ no public school trustee, or commissioner, shall grant a 
permit to any child to enter any public school without such 
certificate, under the same penalty. 

All fines imposed under the provisions of this Act shall be 
recovered before a justice of the peace, in the same manner as 
small debts are recoverable, for the use of the School Fund 
of the county or city in which such ofience shall ooour^ 

For every child vaccinated, whose guardian or parents, are 
too poor to pay for the service, the County CommissioDers of 
the several counties, or the City Council of Baltimore, as the 
case may be, shall pay or cause to be paid to the physician 
performing the service, the sum of fifty cents for every such 
case, on presentation of such account duly authenticated by 
an affidavit setting forth that the service was duly performed, 
and that the parents or guardians are unable to pay for said * 
service. 

It sImU be the duty of every ptaicillcASif^ ^\iif»QSsa in this 



State, to vaeHnHM %tfl MMtniti mm i kA 'Wt hii oraotiM 

which may be presented to him for vaoqiiiatioiii witnin one 
year after birth, if such childthalll^einvtc^r cM^i^i^for 
such service, and he shall vaccinate alt'O&erpeiiHsiOB^noit'pre- 
viously effectually Vaed^ated, wbo^shitU /request snebiert ice 
from him. Any physician ntdgleotJBg'or feftuKli^'Se to do, 
shall, on conviction thereof, fomii Mm pfty^r ev^y Dfiidnce 
a penalty of five dollars. 



FORMULA BY WHICH TO CALCULATE TBAOHBBS 

SALARDES. 

[See By-Law, Sec. 4, page 14 J 

Let. a==minimum salary, for School of 16 pupils. 

&=additional pay for each pupil over 19, where the 
average ranees from 15 to 25. 

cr=:addltional pay for each pupil over 25, where the 
average ranges from 25 to 36. 

df^additional pay &r each pupil over 35, .whiuca .the 
average ranges from 35 to ft(>. . . . /. i 

fn»=:exce8s of pupils over 1&. . v t 

n= " •* '' 26. 

p=. '' '' '' 35. 

The salaries will then be computed as follows : 
School of 15 pupils, the salary=a. 
" from 15 to 25, " =a+mb. 

«« '« 25 to 35, " =a+mb+nc. 

" " 35 to 60, '' =a+mb+nc+pd. 



For the purpose of informing the Commissioner of the con- 
dition of the Schools in his District, each teacher shall prih 
Sare a monthly report according to the following form, and 
(Bliver it at the close of each month. 

He may add, under the head of remarks, any topic to 
wloch it is important to direct the attention of the Commis- 
sioner. 
No blank forms are furnished for the Monthly Beport^^ 



* 
* 
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. ^<n !{7iaol^T. o£ Fnfoi^'On Ikia rolI|' - 

A*^erage Att^ndanoei ... 

Gte^ral Sdicoe^ (or progress) in Biv/^y , - 

! General P^jioitmant^ (fir Order, • . - 

ij umber of timoe Bpeoial discipline waa re* 

quired. | 

186 • Teacher. 

* — ^Expressed as follows : 
Excellent, 6. 
Qood, 4. 

^ , jjjpdwat^f : 3 

••■'''lirtififeretiVS. 
Bad, 1. 
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Statb of Martlakd. 
* 'XfiS^ SYSTEM OP FREE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Organized under Act of March 24^A, 1865. Provided for by 

the ConatU/uiion of 1864. 

No. 
TEACHiERS I^lRST GRADE CERTIFICATE. 

Know all men by thbsb presents, that. 

having fucnished satisfkctory evidence of ffood moral char- 
acter and' ' passed - an examination in Orthography, Read- 
ing, Writing, Arithmetic, Georgraphy, History and English 
Grammer, Sook-Keeping, Algebra and Natural Philoso- 
phy, 
IS hereby authorised to teach in the Public Schools of 

County for three years from the date hereof, 
unless this Certificate be annulled. 

Given undc^r ipy hand and the seal of the Board of ScIilqoI 
..GotntElissibneris of said county, at their ofSice on the 
day 0^ in the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred 

a,nd Bix;ty 
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UNIFORM SYSTEM OF FBEE EDJMiIO gOEWIS. \ 
Organized under Act of Match 24, 1865: ' No. 

TEACHERS SECOND GRADE CERTIFICATE. 

Know all men by these presents, that 

having famished satisfactory evidence of good moral ctiviv- 

acter and passed an Examination in Orthography, Read* 

ing, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, History and English 

Grammar, 

is hereby authorized to teach in the Public Schools of ' 

county for three years from the date hereof, unless tim Ceri- 

tificate be annulled. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Board of. Sckool 
Commissioners of said county, c^t their ojfice on the; * ; , ; 
day of in the year of oar Lord, ^ghtc^a huitdrod 

and sixty 
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No. 



TEACHERS PER^HT. 



Grade^\' 



Offficb Boaed 07 School Commibsioiybes. , 

County, . ; 188 , 

'' I hereby OerU/y J thai 

having furnished satisfactory evidence of good moral gbaraer 
ter, and ability to teaoh Orthogra|>h'y, Reading, Writing, 
Arithmetic, G«>graphy , History, . Sbglish Grammar ami 

is hereby permitted to teaoh in the Public Sohoblii of . > ; - 
-county, until notified to appear* before ine foe iExamidaiioD^ 

[>rovided, nevertheless, that this permit shall not be an foree 
orger than j ' 
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NoTB— For first grade add Algebra, Nattn^al Philosophy 
and Book' Keeping. , . . ' 
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DBSOBIPTKHJ OF BOHOOL-HOUSBS, 

Fmtk\BUiM hn& thawing^ usued by thd State SuperhUendevU 

of Piiblio Instruction^ 



These plans and drawings, with specifications, can be ob- 
tained from the State Superintendent s office. 

All public-school houses must bo built by these plans and 
drawings, or such others as- may be submitted by county 
boards and approved by the State Superintendent. Every 
school-house must be provided with black-boards, attached to 
the wall behind the teacher's desk, and in other positions 
convenient for the pupils. The engravings of school-houses, 
desks, Arc, are placed upon the last pages. 

FIGURE 1 is a frame house, 24-f 24 feet from outBide to 
6utside, Uttd 12 feet high to the square, with an arched 
ceiling. 

It has % Testibule 15-{-8J^ feet from outside to outside. The 
windows are hung on sash cords and axle pulleys, for conveni- 
ence in ventilating the room. There is a floor register placed 
under the stove for the admission of fresh air. The main 
room will take in the platform for teacher's desk and four 
rows of double desks, wnich will accommodate fifty pupils. 

A book-case must be fixed between the doors at tne lower 
end of the room, with lock and key, for safe keeking of books, 
stationei^y^ &c. 

The vestibule is supplied with shelves and hat-pins or 
hooks, water-bench andwash-stiand. 

FIGUBE 2 is a frame house, 24+36 feet from outside to 
outside, and 14 feet high to the square, with an arched 
ceiling. 

The vestibule is 15+8| feet from outside to outside. The 
^faole building is finished in the sai^e manner as that of^ 
figure 1, and will accommodate seventy-five pupils. 

FianBE;3 is a brick house, 24^+37 feet from outside to 
4itttside, and 14 feet high to the equare, with onA arched ceil- 
ing. The vestibule is IS^-f 9 feet* 

The provision for ventilation and the interior arrangements 
are the same as in that of figure 2, and the room will accom- 
modate seventy-five pupils. 

FIGURE 4 is a stone house, i26-f-38 feet from outside to 
jou.tside, and 14 feet high, to ^ the § qi^are^ with an arched 

ceiling. . .fc. 

The vestibule is 16^-f-lO feet from outside to outside. This 
building is finished in the same manner as that of figure 3, 
and has accommodation for seventy-five pupils. 

FIGUBE 5 is a frame house. 24-)-4& feet from outside to 
ootiidei and 14 feet high to the square, with an 
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The vestibule is 15-1-8^ feet from outside to outside. 

The main building is divided by a sash partition into 
two rooms— one 24+28 feet; the other 24+18 feet. The 
sashes are hung upon cords and pulleys, and mfiy be raiised 
so as to throw both rooms into one. When the sashes are 
down, the noise from one room is entirely shut out from the 
other ; but the Principal can overlook the Assistant's room 
through the glass partition. Each of the rooms is ventilated 
and furnished in the same manner as the building before de- 
scribed. This house will accommodate one hundred pupila. 

In all cases where two-story or larger houses are required, 
special plans and drawings will be prepared. 



CLOSING SEAT SCHOOL DESKS. 

Patent March 31s^, 1863, by W. Horace Soper. 

This desk is recommended by the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction for use in all the Public schools in 
Maryland. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DESK AND ITS AD VAN- 

TAGES. 

* 

1. Thb Movablb Sbat — which is made to turn upon a 
strong metallic rod, (generally of Iron) closing or folding up 
so as to open an aisle between the Desks, through which per- 
sons may freely pass in cleaning the School room , or for any 
other purpose. The seats presents no obstruction whatever. 
Where this Desk is used there need be no filthy School rooms, 
as the floor is little encumbered that it may be as effectually 
cleansed as if the room were clear of Furniture. 

2. It Occupies Lbss Space than other Desks of equal 
size, while it affords the greatest convenience for the ingress 
and egress of pupils. 

3. It Costs Less than any other good Desk made of the 
same meterials, and is so simple in construction that it may 
be made by any good mechanic. 

. 4. The Seats are Comportable and so constructed as to 
promote the health of pupils. The back is inclined to sup- 
port the loins as well as the shoulders. 

5. It IS Neat in appearance and tastefully formed, possess- 
ing great strength and 4arability. 

6. It can be Made so Cheaply as to admit of introduction 
into the humblest School, or in such style as Will meet 
the wants of the highest grade of Schools, Academies and 
Colleges. 

5 
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These Desks can be made of any kind of wood, but the 
hard woods are the best. When made of Walnut, Cherry, 
Oak, Ash or Birch, they may be finished in' oil, which is 
mach cheaper than varnish, more durable, and generally 
preferred. 

These Desks have already been introduced into a large 
number of the Schools. 

To facilitate their manufacture of wood, Lithograph Work- 
ing Drawings, accompanied by printed instructions, will be 
furnished, and for Iron standard Desks, handsome patterns 
for casting have been prepared which are shown in the ac- 
companying cuts. 

DESCRIPTION OF INK-WELL. 

The Ink- Well represented in the cut, is recommended as 
most suitable for use on Soper's Patent Desk. It is enclosed 
in a metalic frame, which is let into the Desk nearly level 
with its surface, thus preventing the* annoyance caused by 
spilling Ink upon the desk and floor. It is protected by a 
metallic cover nearly flush with the desk, and having no 
hinges, is not liable to be broken. The Well can be taken 
out for cleaning, and, when broken by accident, can be re- 
placed for a few cents while the the metallic case and cover 
will last for almost an unlimited time. 



FROM OF TREASURER'S BOND. 

Know all men by these presents ^ That we 

areiield and firmly bound to the State of Maryland in the 
penal sum of Ten Thousand Dollars, to be paid to the said 
State of Maryland, or its certain Attorneys or Assign,, for 
which payment to bo well and truly made, we bind ourselves, 
each and every of us, each and every of our heirs, executors 
and administrators, firmly by these presents, sealed with our 
seals and dated the 

The condition of the above obligation is such, that if the 
above bound shall fathfully 

perform the duties of Treasurer of the Board of School Com- 
missioners of ^ and 
pay over and apply all moneys that shall come into his hands 
or care, as Treasurer aforesaid, to such persons and in such 
manner as the said Board of School Commissioners shall di- 
rect, and that he will keep and enter a full and fair account 
of all moneys received and paid by him, and of all matters 



XXXV 

and duties relating to his office, and preserve the same and 
all vouchers relating thereto, and deliver up all the hooks 
and vouchers relating to his said office whenever they are re- 
quired hy the said Board of School Commissioners, to such 
persons as they shall appoint to receive the same. 

Then the above obligation shall be null and void, other- 
wise to remain in full force and virtue. 
Signed, sealed and 

delivered in the presence of 



FORM OF TEACHER'S RECEIPT. 

County y 186 




Board of School Commissicnees of 

County, Dr. 

To Teacher, Public School No. 

Commissioner District, No. 
To Salary for Term ending 186 $ 

^* Assistant's Salary for the same Term, 
^' Incidental Expenses, 



Cr. 
By Cash received on account of Books, 

Balance due. 
Received 1865, of School 

Commissioner of Com. District, No. lOo Dollars. 

Beiug the above balance in full. 

—-,_ Teacher. 



OFFICERS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM. 



State Board op Educa'^on. 
THOMAS SWANN, Governor. 

C. C. COX, Lieut. Governor. 
JOHN M. FRAZIER, Speaker of the House of Del. 
L. VAN BOKKELEN, State Sup. of Pub. Instruction. 
W. HORACE 80PER, Clerk. 

State Superintendent op Public Instruction. 

REV. L. VAN BOKKELEN, L. L. D. 
W. HORACE SOPER, Secretary. 
JOHN CORE, Book Clerk. 

Board of School Commissioners. 

Allegany County. 
Name, P st Office. 

James M. Sholer, Pr6sidenty Cumberland. 

Robert. Ross, Flintstone. 

Ralph Thayer, Oakland. 

Daniel Shener, Lonaconing. 

D. P. Welfly, Grantsville. 

E. S. Zeverly, Sec. & Treasurer, Cumberland. ] 

Anns Arundel County. 

F. R. Anspatch, Preddenty West River. 
Dorsey Jacob, Johnson's Store. 
Dr. Asa Linthicum, Jessup's Cut. 

R. G. Chaney, West River. 

Jas. H. Hodges^ Sec. & Treasurer, Annapolis. 



Baltim 


ORB City. 


' Robert Daniel, Prmdent^ 

W. H.Hebden, 

Caleb D. Hynes, 

Samuel M. Evans, 

Thomas J. Pitt, 

F. Metzger, 
David ErauB, 


Baltimore City. 
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N^ame. Post Office. 

Dr. J. D. Brooks, Baltimore city. 

Charles Faringer^ '^ ^' 

W. A. Megraw, *^ '^ 

J. Merefield, '' 

James Fuller, '^ 

James H. Cox, ^' 

J.H.Leber, '' 

E. H. Fowler, '' 

J. Showacre, ^* ^^ 

Geo. W. Sumwalt, '^ '' 

W. H. Clarke, '' '« 

W. 0. Arthur, . ^' '' 

James M. Baker, ^' ^' 

Baltimore County. 

R. C. McGinn, President, Tows on town. 

Dr. E. J. K. Hand, Catonsville. 

Chas. McElfresh, Eeistertown. 

R. T. Anderson, Monkton. 

John L. Turner, Pikesville. 

N. M. Brian, Eossville, 

John Scott, Butler P. 0. 

Dr. R. E. Jones, Union Meeting House. 

W. H. Soper, Sec. & Treas., No. 21 N. Calvert Street, Balto. 

Calvert County. 

Dr. John R. Quinan, President, Prince Frederick. 

B. M. Toe, " '^ 

Lewis Griffith, Dunkirk. 
Somerville Sollers, Sec. & Tre surer, Prince Frederick. 

Caroline County. 

Dr. M. A. Booth, President, Denton. 

Dr. Geo. W. Betson, Greensboro. 

^Dr. Andrew Stafford, Preston. 

Dr. C. W. Jefferson, Potter's Landing. 

Wm. Stevens, Sec. & Treasurer, Denton. 

Carroll County. 

Jacob H. Christ, President, Pniontown. 

Washington Senseney, McKinstrey's Mills. 

Joshua Yinglibg, Westminster. 

James V. Criswell, Winfield. 

A. J. Wilhelm, ^ Finksburg. 

Zachariah Ebaugh, Hampstead. 

Andrew K. Shriver, Union Mills* 

Wm. A. Wampler, Sec. &Tiea^., N^'^^feoivcL'eXj^^ 
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Cecil County. 

Name, Post Office, 

F. A. Ellit, President, Elkton, 

Jefferson Kamsey, Port Deposit. 

W. T. Richardson, Charlestown. 

Dr. Slater B. Stubbs, Rising Sun. 

James Ford, Cecilton. 

William Torbert, Secretay and Treas., Elkton. 

Charles County. 

Dr. W. R. Wilmer, President, Port Tobacco. 

J. H. Ryland, Bryantown, 
Dr. George Mudd. do. 

Barnes B. Compton, Port Tobacco, 
Danl. W. Hawkins, Sec. and Treas. do. 

Dorchester County. 

Robert F. Thompson, President, East New Market. 

Daniel J. Waddel, Vienna. 

Traverse Spicer, Taylor's Island. 

John E. Graham, Lakesville. 

Joseph E. Muse, Sec. and Treas., Cambridge. 

Frederick County. 

Dr. L. H. Steiner, President, Frederick City. 

Leonard Piking, Creagerstown. 

George Roogle, , Jackson. 

John M. Charlton, Jefferson. 

John S. Repp, Johnsville, 

James Russel, New Market. 

Theodore C. Delaplane, Buckeystown. 

Jos. M. Ebberts, Sec. and Treas., Frederick City. 

Harford County. 

Thomas C. S. Smith, President, Bel Air. 

W. T. Bayless, GlenviUe. 

John T. Spicer, Bel Air. 

Cheyney Hoskins, Upper Falls. 

John H. Klrkwood, Black Horse. 

James Silver, Churchville, 

B. H. Hanson, Sec. and Treas. Bel Air. 

Howard 'County, 

Sam'l. K. Dashiel, President, Savage Factory. 

Dr. Joel Hopkins, Elkdrldi^e LMTidini;. 

David Burdett, Lisbon. 

Marshall VcCauley, Sec. and Treas. Ellicott's Mills. 
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Kent County. 

Name. Post Office. 

Howard Meeks, President, Edesville. 

Wm. Rodgers, Galena. 

Thomas J. Shallcross, Cheslerville. 

James S. Usilton, Chestertown. 
John W. Hines, Sec. and Treas. do. 

Montgomery County. 

W. H. Farquhar, President, Sandy Springs. 

Charles Abert, Olney. 

John S. Desellum, Rockville. 

Frederick A. Dawson, Poolsville. 

John N. Soper, Hyattstown. 

'Richard M. Williams, Sec. and Treas., Rockville. 

Prince George's County. 

Dr. J. H. Banc, Presi'lent, Fort Washington. 

Geo. W. Duvall, Buena Vista. 

William Clark, Queen Anne. 

John W. CofFren, Croome. 

Geo. W. Wilson, Sec. and Treas., Upper Marlboro. 

Queen Anne*s County. 

James W.Thompson, President, Centreville. 

Elijah Pierce, Suddlersville. 

Thomas H. Kemp, Broad Creek. 

David H. Crane, Church Hill. 

Woolman J. Gibson, Sec. and Treas,, Centreville. 

Somerset County. 

Henry A. White, President, Princess Anne. 

John Turner, Tyaskin. 

J. S. Lankford, Rehoboth. 

Hance Lawson, Annemessex. 

Jasper Humphreys, Salisbury. 

Dr. Cadmus Dashiell, Sec. and Treas., Princess Anne. 

St. Mary's County. 

Dr. James Bunting, President, Chaptico. 

Edward S. Abell. St. Inegoes. 

Albert Young, Charlotte Hall. 

Geo. I. Spalding, Leonard town. 
Geo. Combs, Sen. and Troas., do. 
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Name. 



Talbot County. 



Dr. Saml. A. Harrison, President, 

L. Dodson, 

Dr. James Dawson, 

Henry P. Hopkins, 

Leonard Dodson, Sec. and Treas., 

Washington County. 



Post Office. 



Easton. 

do. 
St. Michaels. 
Kings Creek. 
Easton. 



Thomas A. BouUt, President, 

J. J. Hershey, 

J. A. Miller, 

J. S. Hedding, 

Jos. Gavey, 

Jacob Funk, 

John Kretzer. 

Samuel Rhorer, 

Albert Small, Secr and Treas. 



Hagerstpwn. 

do. 
Clear Spring. 
Hancock, 
Smithsburg. 
Hagerstown, 
Sharpsburg. 
Boonsboro. 
Hagerstown. 



Worcester County. 



Samuel K. Stewart, President, 

Shyles C. Seabreeze, 

Saml. S. McMaster, 

Benjamin S. Shepperd, 

Irving Spence, 

G-. W. Covington, Sec. and Treas. 



Berlin. 
Salisbury. 
Newtown. 

Shepperds Cross Roads 
Snow Hill, 
do. 




Orouid Plan of No. I. 
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Oround Plane of Nob. 3, 3 and 4, 
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Grammar School No. 2. Grammar School No. 1. 




MARYLAND STATE NORMAL SCHOOL 



24 N. Paca Street^ BctUimorc, 



The Act of 1865 providing a ''Uniform System of ^Free 
Public Schools for the State of Maryland," made it one of 
the duties of the State Board of Education toorganize> State 
Normal School '*for the instruction and practice of teachers 
of public schools iu the science of education and the art of 
teaching and the mode of governing schools." 

In consequence of the dimcult7 of procuring suitable rooms, 
th& adbLOol was not opened till the 16th of tfanuary^ 1866. — 
Ccmxmencing at that date witb eleven students, the numbers 
steadily increased^ till at the close of the session^ June 8th, 
ther^ were forty-eigbt names on the roll. There is good rea- 
son to believe that the school will re-open in September with 
largely increased numbers. 

ADMISSION. 

Each county is entitled to send two students for each mem- 
ber of the House of Delegates, and one for each Senator 
making the apportionment as follows : Allegany county, 11 
Anne Arundd, 5; Baltimore city, 39; Baltimore county, 13 
Calvert, 3; Caroline, 5, Carroll, 11; Cecil, 9; Charles, 3 
Dorchester, 5; Frederick, 13; Harford, 9; Howard, 5; Kent 
5; Montgomery, 5; Prince George's, 5; Queen Anne's, 5, 
St. Mary'tf, 3; Somerset, 7; Talbot, 5; Washington, 11; Wor- 
cester, 7. 

Persons desiring to enter the School should apply to the 
Board of School Commissioners of their respective counties. 
Applicants must be at least sixteen years of age (seventeen, 
if young men,) and must give evidence of good moral charac- 
ter and a fair elementary education. If the quota of any 
county is filled, candidates from that county should apply to 
the State Superintendent, accompanying their application 
with a letter of reconmiendation ^m tl^« CjOMuV.^ ^qw^ ^'^ 
School Oommissioners. 
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EXPENSES. 

Those who ])ltMlgc themselves to teach in the public schools 
o! th'» State have nothins^ to pay for tuition or l>o6k8. A 
I 'fnitc'l number of students will be received without such a 
pledge, on paying $25 a session, and furnishing their own 
books. Boarding may be had in the city at from four to five 
rlollars a week. 

SESSIONS, VACATIONS, &C. 

m 

The Fall session will commence on Monday^ September 17, 
and end on the 20^A of December. The Winter session will 
commence Monday ^ January *Ithy atid end on the hthof AprU. 
There will be a Summer session (of the Preparatory Class 
only) commencing April Sth, and ending June 28th. 

COURSE OP INSTRUCTION. 
ACADEMIC. 

Although the main object of the Normal School is ''not to 
educate teachers in studies now required by law, but to re- 
ceive such as are found competent in these studies, and to 
train them in the best methoas of teaching and condnotin^ * 
public schools;" yet it has been considered necessary under 
present circumstances to devote a considerable portion of time 
to Academic instruction. In the Preparatory and the Junior 
class a rapid review is made •f elementary studies. Spelling, 
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, Grammar, ^istorjj 
not only for the purpose of refreshing the memory of the stu- 
dents, but also to afford an opportunity of illustrating, prac- 
tically and in detail, some of the best methods of presenting 
these subjects to the minds of children. 

The Academic studies of the Senior class, for the present 
year, will be algebra, geometry, rhetoric, English literature 
and the Natural Sciences. 

In all the classes special attention is given to drawing, 
vocal music, and calisthenics, with the view of enabling 
teachers to introduoe these subjects into Primary and Gram- 
mar schools. 

PROFESSIONAL. 

While the outline of the course of instruction corresponds, 
at least in part, with that of our best High schools, the par- 
pose and aim of the High and the Normal school are essen- 
tially different. In the High school, the aim of the teacher 
is to communicate knowledge; in the Normal school, it is to 
caltiVate the power of communicating knowledge. In tbe 
High school, the object o\ t\\e *U\A^.x\V» \%\ft \«8a^^%^ as te 



xlix 

know; in tho Normal school it is to learn, so as to teach.— 
The purpose of the High school is to produce good, intelli- 
gent, well-informed citizens; the purpose of the Normal 
school is to produce good, efficient, and zealoufs teachers. — 
There is therefore no antagonism, no room even for competi- 
tion, between the High and the Normal school; for though 
dealing with the same subjects, they pursue different ends and 
by different means. A sound elementary education is a good 
preparation for the Normal school* a thorough High school 
course is still better; and it is hopea that before long, a High 
school diploma or its equivalent will be necessary to secure 
admission to the State Normal school. 

The subjects embraced in the more strictly professional 
part of the course are the history of public schools and popu- 
lar education; the philosophy of mind; so far as it furnishes 
the foundation of educational theories; education, as a posi- 
tive science; teaching as an art; methods of instruction, 
classification, Government, and discipline; the school Law of 
Maryland in its relation to citizens, teachers, and school offi- 
cers; the duties and qualifications of public school toachers. 

The science of education is still in its infancy. Tho princi- 
ples on which it is based, founded as they are on the un- 
changeable laws of mind, are easily apprehended, and com- 
mand assent as soon as they are announced. But the best 
mode of carrying them into effect is still a matter of experi- 
ment. The faculty of the Normal school therefore disclaim 
all intention of making teachers to order, of pronouncing in 
every instance which is the right way of teaching every sub- 
ject, or of deciding in every case the proper method of deal- 
ing with all the practical difficulties of the school-room. It 
is their wish to extend and multiply the facilities of the 
teacher, and not cramp his energies by adherence to a rigid 
formalism. Their object is rather to eradicate the dogmatism 
of the past than to inculcate a newer even though it be a better 
dogmatism. They seek, (as the very first step in the march of 
improvement) to break up the pernicious routine, by which, 
from generation to generation, each following blindly in the 
steps of its predecessor, false methods have become so hal- 
lowed by custom, that all intelligent investigation has been 
checked. They endeavor to substitute the precepts of nature, 
reason and philosophy for the absurd demands of tradition. 
T^eir aim is not to convert their students into pedants and 
martinets, (of whom there are enough already) but to call 
into the liveliest exercise the peculiar talents of every indivi- 
dual, and to bring these talents, uqderthe direction of a 
sound philosophy, to bear upon the work of the teacher. They 
think that the soldiers of the army of education should be ^ot 
merely well-drilled operators, but active thinkers, intelligent 
workeMi aocustomed to vse their own facnltiesy and to follow 
the dietetes of enlightened eonmum senne. KXkn^iiSSi '^Si&mb^^ 
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do they consider it important that teachers should form a high 
ideal of their position aad duties, that it should be well un- 
derstood that the days of mere school-keeping and lesson- 
hearing are numbered ; that oral instruction must to ,a cer- 
tain extent take the place of memoriter recitations ; that the 
teacher is no longer to confine himself to the text-book as the 
beginning and the end of all that is to be taught and learned ; 
that the teacher as a moral and intellectual agent must come 
sometimes into direct contact with his scholars as moral and 
intellectual subjects, and not always through the medium of a 
book ; and that want of success in the government or instruc- 
tion of a school is an indication of incompetency on the part 
of the teacher. 

They seek also to combat the old and dangerous heresy, 
that the communication of knowledge is the sole or even the 
main object of the educator. They sincerely believe and ear- 
nestly teach that the amount of book-learning usually ob- 
tained at school is but of small importance compared with the 
moral and intellectual habits which are there acquired. They 
would make the direct acquisition of knowledge in school sub- 
ordinate to the development of the power and desire to use 
that knowledge and to add to it after leaving school — regard- 
ing the one as money locked up in a strong box, of whioh the 
key may happen to be lost, the other as mon^y invested in 
good securities at compound interest. 

They earnestly endeavor to impress upon their students, 
that the cultivation of the intellectual powers is only part of 
a teacher's work. The physical well-being of the scholar is 
entrusted to the teacher during school hours, and, as far as he 
can control it, after school hours ; and the laws of healtl^ are 
as necessary to be taught as the laws of grammar. The con- 
science needs the guiding hand of the teacher as well as the 
reason ; the duties of the child to society, to his country and 
his God, need to be explained and enforced as well as his 
duties to teachers and parents. 

LIBEABY, APPARATUS, ETC. 

A beginning of a library has been made ; and additions 
are expected every year. 

A considerable amount of chemical and philosophical ap- 
paratus has already been procured ; and funds are m hand to 
Surchase, at an early date, whatever is necessary to place this 
epartment in a state of complete efficiency. 

It is the intention of the board to form, in connection with 
the normal school, an educational museum, where every val- 
uable norelty or improvomtnt iu edacatioxiAl apparatus will 
be oolkcted. 
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ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS. 



This Association, representing the school interests of the 
whole State, is the true exponent of the shool system and in 
many respects a more important agency than even the State 
Board of Education.. Through it the actual wants of various 
sections of the State are ascertained and the deliberations of 
the State Board made strictly practical. 

The Associatiod originated in the call of the State 'Board 
for a Convention of School Officers, August 1865, that in- 
structions might be given relative to the uniform system of 
free schools about to be put into operation. 

Convinced of the value of the conferences at this first meet- 
ing, arrangements were made for a permanent organizatioii, 
and a committee appointed to draft a Constitution. 

A second meeting was held in Annapolis, January 17, 
1866; during the Special Session of the General Assembly, 
when the Constitution was adopted and permanent officers 
elected. 

A third meeting was held in Baltimore city, December 12, 
1866. Although the date is beyond the period which the 
statistical table of this repo/t embrace, the deliberations of 
the Association are presented, that the resolutions then adopted 
may be known. 

The following abstract is taken from the Journal of Pro- 
ceedings. The Officers of the Association ar^ 

Lieut. Gov. C. C. COX, 

President, 

Dr. JOEL HOPKINS; of Howard, 

1st Vice-President, 

F. A. ELLIS, of Cecil, 

2d Vice-President, 

L. H. STEINER, M.D., of Frederick, 

Secretary. 
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ABSTBACfF 

From HEnutea cf Proceedings of *^The Aeeooiatton of School 

Commissioners J of Maryland.** 

NEW ASSEMBLY BOOMS, 
BALTOiOBB^ August 22, 1866. 

At 10 o'clock, A. M., the School Commissioners of the 
several counties and of the city of Baltimore, assembled and 
organized temporarily by calling Dr. S. A. Harrison, Presi- 
dent of the Board of School Commissioners, of Talbot county, 
to the chair. 

Prayer was offered up by Bev. Mr. Leakin, of Baltimore 
city, after wliich, Thos. A. BouUt, Esq., President of the 
Board of School Commissioners, of Washington county, was 
chosen temporary Secretary, 

The following gentlemen were reported by the committee 
on permanent organization, as the omcers of the Association. 

President, Lt. Gov. C. C. COX, 

T7- T> ^ M *- I Dr. JOEL HOPKINS, Howard co., 
Vice-Presidents, j j^^ g ^ hAEEISON, Talbot co., 

Secretary, THOS. A. BOULLT, Esq., Washington co., 
Afls't Secretary, ALBEBT SMALL, Esq. 

The purpose of the Convention was fully stated in addresses 
by Lt. Gov. Cox, and the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 

The question as to whether the President of a County School 
Board should perform the duties of district commissioner, 
having been discussed, it was 

Besolvedj That the sense of this Convention is, that the 
law should be so modified as to relieve the President from the 
duties of district commissioner. 

On motion of Mr. Duvall, of Prince George's county, it ' 
was 

Resolved^ That all teachers of organized institutions, be 
admitted to seats in this Convention. After transacting va^ 
rious preliminary business, the Association took a recess till 
7 P. M. 



EvENiNa Session. 

This Session was attended by a large number of teachers 
of public and private schools. 

The subjects of school houses, school lurniture and school 
apparatus, were fully discussed. 

JP^Jao^ of school houses piepaied \s% tVi^ €A;^^ Bo^td of £dii- 
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MlioBy wdre ethiUted and explaiiied, and explanation given 
of the diffoieiit afoooi^l bootiiM^Ted for recordfirg uni- 
formly, the statifltics of public instruction. 



NEW ASSEMBLY BOOMS, 
Baltimorb, Auguit 23, 1866. 

The Association met at 10 o'clock A. M. The exercises 
were opened with prayer by the Rev, 0. Perinchief. 

The following resolutions were offered during this days' 
session: 

By Dr. Steiner, of Frederick: — That this Convention re- 
quest the General Assembly to substitute the words, ^^Board 
of School Commissioners, of the county, for the words, ^'Dis- 
trict Commissioners," in the first sentence, 6th section, chap. 
1. Title 2, of the school bill. 

By the Committee on Business: — ^Resolved, That this Con- 
vention respectfully ask the General Assembly, to amead the 
school law, so as to include sections 5, 6 and T, of chapter 6, 
on pupils, of the original T)ill, concerning the compulsory 
attendance of pupils at school, and penalties for employing 
children in factories, who have not been allowed to attend 
school; penalties to be appropriated to the public school of 
the particular district in which the offence has been com- 
mitted. 

Besolved, That this Convention also respectfully ask, that 
the General Assembly shall order all fines for disorderly 
houses, for breaches of the peace and petty larceny, to be paid 
ovei; to the county boards, to be expended for the school house 
and school furniture of the special school district in which the 
penalties have been incurred. 

By Dr. Steiner, of Frederick: — Besolved^ That this Con- 
vention resolve itself into an Association to be known as the 
Association of the Commissioners of Public Schools of Mary- 
land, and that when it adjourns, it shall adjourn subject to 
the call of the officers, and that a committee of three, and the 
State Superintendent, be appointed to prepare a Constitution 
with accompanying By-Laws for the governance of the saine 
Association. 

The President, by vote, being instructed to add himself as 
chairman of the committee, it was announced as follows: 

Lt. Governor C. 0. Cox, Chairman, Dr. L. H. Su iner, Dr. 
S. A. Harrison, F. A. Ellis, Esq. and Rev. L. Vanl3.)kkelen. 

By Rev. 0. Perinchief: — Besolved, That the General As- 
sembly be requested by this Convention, to enact as part of 
the school law, section 11, page 31, of State Superintendent's 
report, inserting the words "Holy Scriptures ,*' vei\\ss\x^^ Kk<«jii 
words "New Tettament," 
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The oaestion of oolored sohools was diMOtted and on motioa 
of Lt. UOY. OoX| tho following rcsolutionfl were nnimimontly 
adopted: 

nlierecUf The Constitntion has by a distribution of the 
gchool money according to population, provided for the edu- 
cation of the whole population, white and black, therefore 
be it 

Besolvedj That it is the duty of the General Assembly to 
require separate schools to be established for the instruction 
of colored children. 

Besdvedy That by releiving the counties from the obliga- 
tion to educate colored children, an unjust discrimination has 
been made in favor of those counties in which a large class 
of those children reside. 

The usual votes of thanks having been passed, the Con- 
vention adjourned to meet at such time as the President may 
direct. 



Annapolis, Md., January 17, 1866. 

The Association met 'in the Hsdl of the House of Delegates^ 
at 6 P. M., and the meeting was called to order by Lt. Gov* 

Cox. 

After the call of the roll of members^ and the annouce- 
ment of the object of the meetin^y Dr. YauBokkelen stated 
that there were several important matters to be prei^ented for 
the action of the Association, among which was a memorial 
to the Congress of the United States, asking a grant of pub- 
lic lands for the benefit of Normal Schools in the several 
states. 

On motion, the Teachers of the Public Schools and the 
BeTcrend Clergy were invited to attend the sessions of the 
Association. 

The following resolution was offered by the Committee on 
Business, 

Beadvedj That it is expedient to increase the school tax to 
20 cents on the hundred dollars, and that the salaries of com- 
missioners as well as the office expenses be paid out of the 

same. 

Mr. Ellis, of Cecil, offered the following: 

Beadvedy That in the judgment of this Association, the 
early supply of well constructed and well furnished school 
houses, is the condition precedent to the successful introduc- 
tion of the uniform system of Public Instruction, which has 
been made by Constitutional provision and Legislative enact- 
ment, the settled policy of the State. Adopted. 

Besolved, That we hold it to be the duty of each Oonnty 
Board, aided by such support as the State may in its wisdom 
determine to extend to it, to aee t^vsA. ^^veit^ ^\%\»Ti&Vvik tsoc^^aal 
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with at least a oomfortable and conveniently furnished school 
house. Adopted. 

The folio wiDg resolutions offered by Mr. Meeks, of Kent 
county, were adopted. 

Resolved^ As the sense of this Association, that the local 
taxes for school purposes ought not to be repealed until the 
people in the counties, by vote, make such request. 

Besolved, That the General Assembly be requested to repeal 
the 9 th section of the article in the school law, entitled 
*' Sources of Income," by which the local taxes are repealed. 

On motion of Mr. Farquhar, the following was adopted: 

Besolved, That this Association respectfully request the 
General Assembly of Maryland, 'to instruct their representa- 
tives and request tbeir senators to use their influence to secure 
the appropriation of public lands for the purpose of establish- 
ing State Normal Schools, as has been done in the case of 
Agricultural Colleges; 

On motion of Mr. Boullt, the following was adopted. 

Besolved^ That the State Superintendent be requested to 
ascertain from His Excellency, Governor Swann, at what 
hour Thursday morning, he will grant an interview to the 
members of this Convention. 

After the transaction of other business, the Association 
adjourned to meet to-morrow, (Thursday,) morning at 8^ 
o'clock. 



Thursday Morning, Januafg 18, 1866. 

The subject first introduced for con^deration, was the locat- 
ing the State Normal School, and was fully discussed by 
Messrs. Steiner, Cox, Van Bokkelen, Boullt and Farquhar. 

On motion ot Dr. Steiner, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

Hesolvedj As the sense' of this Association, that the Normal 
School should not be located in Baltimore. 

The following resolution was adopted on motion of Mr. 
Farquhar: 

Besolvedy That the State Board of Education be requested, 
before locating the State Normal School to advertise for pro- 
posals for furnishing proper buildings for the use of said 
said school. 

After discussing the subject of raising funds for the erection 
of and keeping in repair school houses, the iollowing resolu- 
tion was offered by Dr. Steiner, and adopted: 

Besolved, that the plan presented by the Superintendent of 
FubUo Instruction for raising money to erect sonool hooMS, ao4 
to keep the same io re^airi m rtoomoiinded by tlie Aiirrrii- 
tioii to the Generar Assemolyr, 



iThe Associatioa also adopted the following: 

Resolved, that the Association approves of such modifica- 
tion of the law as may leave it discretionary with the State 
Superintendent to assign a smaller number than fifteen school 
districts to a President of a county board, or to releive him 
from the pr&ctical duties of a commissioner district, when 
such relief might be considered necessary. 

After adoptiui!^ the following Constitution, the Association 
adjourned to meet in Baltimore^ on call of the President, 

Article 1. 

The members of the Board of School Commissioners of the 
several counties and of the city of Baltimore, and the Secre- 
tary and Treasurer of each Board, shall on the adoption of 
this constitution, be organizeid as an association to be known 
as The Association of School Commissioners of Maryland. 

Article 2. 

The object of the Association is primarily the advancement 
of education in the State. 

Article 3. 

The officers of the Association shall consist of a President, 
two Vice-Presidents and a Secretary, who shall be elected 
every two years; there shall also be appointed by the Presi- 
dent annually, a committee on Business, consisting of seven, 
whose duty it shall be to prepare and present at each meeting 
a minute of such matters of business as should be brought 
before the Association for its action, to whose report prece- 
dence shall always be given. 

Article 4. 

1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Asso- 
ciation. 

2. The first Vice-President, shall, in the absence of the 
President, or whenever he shall vacate the chair, perform all 
the duties of the President. 

3. The second Vice-President in the absence of the Presi- 
dent and Vice-President, shall perform the duties of the Pre- 
sident. He shall also, in addition to the duties of Vice-Presi- 
dent, act as Treasurer of the Association. 

4. The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of 
the Association, shall cause two copies ot the same to be made 
in proper books to be provided for the purpose, one of which 
shall be deposited in the office of the State Superintendent, 
and shall have charge of the correspondence of the Associa- 
tion. 

6. The second Vice-President as Treasurer, shall have 
ch^ge of the funds of the Asaociation, and under the writteo 
dirtMiaii or wansnt ti tiM Fresidmti fountendgiied bjr the 
8tefvtM7^ shall dbVorse tlM iMM. 
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Abtiolb 6. 

The Association shall hold at least one session annnaUj, 
daring the month of May^ in the city of Baltimore, and special 
meetings at such times and places as the President xjasy by 
special call direct. 

Articlb 6. 

The members of the State Board of Education, its Secretary, 
the Professors of the State Normal School, and the Presidents 
of the several colleger under control of the State Board of 
Education, shall be honorary members of this Association, 
with all the privileges of regular members. 

Articlb 7. 

Additions to, or alterations of this Constitution^ may be 
made by a vote of two-thirds of the members present at any 
annual meeting. 



BALTDfORB, Mb. 

Decembei , 12, 1866. 

Pnrsuant to the call of the President^ the Association met 
at the rooms of the State Board of Education at 10 o'clock, 
A. M., and. was called to order by the President, Lieut. Gov- 
ernor C. 0. Cox. After the preliminary business of calling 
the roll and reading the minutes of the preceding meeting, 
the following resolutions were submitted by the committee of 
business, and adopted. 

Besolved^ That we have undiminished confidence In the 
system of popular education now in successful operation in 
this State. 

Btsolvtdy That the compensation of the Presidents of the 
county boards and commissioners should be paid directly from 
the School funds. 

Besolvedy That we recommend the introduction of vocal 
music into our schools whenever practicable. 

Resolved J That the time of vacation should be optional witb 
boards of commissioners of the respective counties, provided 
that their discretion shall be limited to the time between June 
30th, and November 15 of each year. 

Beioived^ That we regard the irregularity of the attendance 
at our schools as a serious evil. 

Beaolvedy That we regard with a high degree of satisfac- 
tion, the employment of so many females in our shools, and 
hereby express our conviction, from actual observation of thek 
peculiar fitness for the work andlAidx ^SL<Aa\w5^ ^&V.^»j3^^^- 
8 
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Besdvedf That greater accaracy is required in keeping 
re^isttfn and making reports, and that to compel this, com- 
missioners should rigidly ^here to the law. 

Besoivedy That it would, in our opinion, greatly stimulate 
the pupils of our schools and encourage their parents and 
friends, to adopt some judicious system of weekly reports to 
their parents and guardians. 

^ BeiUvtdy That we recommend a wide and liberal distribu- 
tion of educational tracts and papers. 

On motion the Association adjourned until to-morrow. 



Baltimorb, Md. 

December 13, 1866,. 

The Association met at 10 o'clock, and after being called 
to order by the first Vice-President, Dr. Hopkins, of Howard 
county, Mr. Zevely presented a plan for publishing a State 
school journal, which he thought essential to the success of 
the public school system. After considerable discussion, 

was 

Besclvedf That this Association recognizes the importance 
of a State ^ucational and family journal, and that the Presi- 
dents of the city and county Boards be requested to ascertain 
before February 16th, the number of subscribers that can be 
secured, and forward the result to Mr. Zevely immediately 
thereafter. 

On motion of Dr. McJilton, it was 

\Bes6lvedf That an application, signed by the President and 
Secretary of this Association, be made to the General Assem- 
bly for a subscription of fifty copies for each of the counties 
and the city of Baltimore, to be circulated by the city and 
county boards. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Queen Anne's, it was, 

Beadvedf That the State Superin^nt be requested to pub- 
lish an address to the parents and guardians on the importance 
of regular attendance of children at school, and furnish the 
Presidents of county boards with a sufficient number of copies 
for distribution among the people. 

The following resolutions in addition to those presented by 
t&e committee on business at yesterday's session, were offered 
and adopted. 

Beaolvedj That the committee appointed ti) submit to the 
General Assembly the action of this Association, be instruc- 
ted to co-operate with the State board in suggesting the ne- 
cessity of passing a general law authorizing and requiring the 
county commissioners to levy annually, such county. school 
tax as may be found necessary, and certified by the board of 
county school commissioners, to build, repair and furnish 
school boaseB, and continue tVve eo\v.oo\B 'vn o^t%i\i\swl €<^t ten 
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months in the year, if the State tax under tbe new assessment 
be not sufficient.' 

Besdvedj That this Association has a high appreciation of 
the value of the State Normal school; and as the supply o.f 
competent teachers must be drawn chiefly therefrom, the com- 
missioners of public schools should encourage competent young 
men and women to seek admittance to it. 

In reference to the Normal school, the following was 
adopted : 

Whereas^ the Normal school is designed to qualify teachers 
for the public schools of the Stats and the interest of said 
school would be advanced by some definite official relation 
between the school and the school boards. 

Resolved^ That the Presidents of these boards should bo a 
Board of Visitors of the Normal school, to report the result of 
there observations to this Association. 

With reference to text books, it wan 

Resolved, That the uniform series of text books has proved 
acceptable to teachers and useful to the pupils ; and that the 
mode of purchasing and distributing books adopted by the 
State board, has been satisfactory to the county boards, and - 
economical to parents and guardians. 

Messrs. AnSpach, Ellis and BouUt, were appointed a com- 
mittee to present the action of the Association to the General 
Assembly. 

No further business being before the Association it adjourn- 
ed sine die. 
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